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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration. Date: 8/31/2018

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 1. Type of Submission:

[ ] Preapplication

[X] Application

|:| Changed/Corrected Application

* 2. Type of Application:
g New

[ ] Continuation

[ ] Revision

" If Revision, select appropriate letter{sy:

 Other {Specify):

3. Date Received:

4. Applicant Identifier:

l10."15f2014 ‘

5a. Federal Entity dentifier;

5t Federal Award |dentifier;

|

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State: I:l

7. State Application Identifier: |

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

* a. Legal Name: |Cc1orado Nepertrent of Zducstion

= b. EmployerTaxpayer |dentification Nurmber {(EIN/TINY:

* ¢ Drganizational DUNS:

BA081173%

|13?-1CG:':EBCCCC

d. Address:

* Street!:

201 B Collax Ave, Sulle 10

Street2:

* City:

* State:

oo Colarado

Province:

|
|
County/Parish: ‘
|
|
* Country: |

Naf: UHTTED S3TATES

ARACI-TT0L

* Zip / Postal Code:

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name:

Division Mame:

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters invelving this application:

Prefix: ‘ l * First Mame: ‘Nan ‘
Middle Name: | |

* Last Name: verdsorna |
Suffix: ‘ l

Title: ‘

Organizational Affiliation:

* Telephane Number: |20 3:_mso_soi2

Fax Mumber:

* Email:

wondoygna_n@odo,slalo,

CCLUs

Tracking Number:GRANT 11762050

PR/Award # 54188150022
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

[AL State Covernment ‘

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3; Select Applicant Type:

| |

* Other (specify):

|

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

l[J,S, Tepartment of Fducation

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

|S4.419

CFDA Title:

Preschoeol Zoveloomenl Granls

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

Lo-ERANTS-051514-002

* Title:

Olilce ol ElemenLary and Scooendary Educalicn (OESEY @ Preschecol Zeveleosmenl Granls: Expansion
Granls CEZA Numizer 24.419B

13. Competition Identification Number:

29 419B2015 1

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

Add Attachment

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Colorade Preschecl Program: Start Strong!

Attach supporting documents. as specified in agency instructions.

Add Attachments

PR/Award & 54138150022
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

" a. Applicant " b. Program/Project |a1 1

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts, if needed.

Add Attachment ‘ ‘

17. Proposed Project:

*a. Start Date: * b.. End Date:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

e
el
[

L
o
)
(=]

* a. Federal | 4403

* b. Applicant r(b)(q_)

* ¢. Slate

*d. Local
* e. Other
* f..Program Income

*g. TOTAL

*19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Praocess?

D a. This application was. made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on I:l
D b. Frogram is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

E] c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372,

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? {If "Yes,” provide explanation in attachment.)
[ ]es No

If "Yes", provide explanation and attach

21. *By signing this application, | certify {1} to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances™ and agree to
comply with. any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may.
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

| AGREE

“* The list of certifications. and assurances. or an interel site. where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency.
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix: l ‘ * First Name: ‘Nan ]

Middle Name: | |

* Last Name: |\,-"endeqna |

Suffix: [ ‘

" Title: “rograt Cirector |

* Telephone Number: |3.3. G-SR6-H602 | Fax Number: ‘

* Email: lu crnoeana_ndcoee.slaloe. oo, us |
* Signature of Authorized Representative: Nan Vendegna * Date Signed: |10_.l1 5i2014 ]

PR/Award & 54138150022
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OMB Number: 4040-0007.
Expiration Date: 06/30/2014

ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED. FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND.
ITTO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE:

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant:

Certain of these assurances may not be applicable te your project or program. If you have questions, please contact the
awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additicnal assurances.

If such is the case, you will be notified.

1. Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance Act of 1973, as amended {29 U.S.C. §794), which
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
{including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42 U.
of project cost) ta ensure proper planning, management 5.C. §§6101-6107), which prohibits discrimination on
and completion of the project described in this the basis of age; (e} the Drug Abuse Office and
application. Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as amended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug
2. Will give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General abuse; {f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State, Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
through any authorized representative, access to and Act of 1970 {P.L. 91-616), as amended, relating to
the right to examine all records, books, papers, or nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or
documents related to the award; and will establish a alcoholism; {g) §§523 and 527 of the Public Health
proper accounting system in accordance with generally Service Act of 1912 (42 U.5.C. §§290 dd-3 and 290
accepted accounting standards or agency directives. ae- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol
and drug abuse patient records; {h) Title VIl of the Civil
3. Wil establish safeguards to prohibit employees from Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.5.C. §§3601 et seq.), as
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale,
presents the appearance of personal or arganizational rental or financing of housing; (i) any other
conflict of interest, or personal gain. nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s}
under which application for Federal assistance is being
4. Will initiate and complete the wark within the applicable made: and. (j}. the. requirements of any.other
time frame after. receipt of approval of the awarding non@scpmmatmn statute(s) which may apply to the
agency. application.
5 Will comply with the Intergovernmeqtal Personngl Act of Y:gh?;?gig;??;l:;rié::dcﬁFwoghtﬁ:"gr:ti?otr:?
1970 (42 U.S.C. §.§4728'4763) relating to prescribed Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
standards for merit systems for programs.‘fgndgd under. Palicies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646} which provide for
one of Ihe 19 statuh?s or regulations specuﬂed n fair and equitable treatment of persons displaced or
ngfonnd;’; lAAgL]?rﬁgr:tit:?gEgdlf lf_frgi)gﬂeg'lj bspy::fﬁ; of whose property is acquired as a result of Federal or
T ' ) federally-assisted programs. These requirements
. , . apply to all interests in real property acquired for.
6. Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to

nendiscrimination. These include but are not limited to:
(a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color
or. national origin; {b) Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.5.C.§§1681-
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of sex; (¢) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Previous Edition Usable

Authorized for Laocal Repraoduction

project purposes regardless of Federal participation in
purchases.

. Will comply, as applicable, with provisions. of the,

Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328)
which limit the paolitical activities of employees whose
principal employment activities are funded in whole
or.in part with Federal funds.

Standard Form. 424B (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by CMB. Circular A-102

PR/Award & 54138150022
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9. Wil comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§276a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act
(40 U.S.C. §276c and 18 U.S.C. §874). and the Contract
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. §§327-
333), regarding labor standards. for, federally-assisted
construction subagreements.

10. Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance purchase
requirements of Section 102(a} of the Flood Disaster.
Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 83-234) which requires
recipients in a special flood hazard. area to participate. in. the
program and. to purchase flood insurance if the total cost of
insurable construction and. acquisition.is $10,000 or. more.

11. Wil comply with environmental standards which may be
prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) institution of
environmental quality control measures under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1989 (P.L. 91-190} and
Executive Order (EC) 11514; (b) notification of violating,
facilities pursuant to EO. 11738: (c} protection of wetlands
pursuant to EQ 11990; (d) evaluation of flood hazards in
floodplains in accordance with EOQ 11988; (e) assurance of
project consistency with the approved State management
program developed under the Coastal Zone Management
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. §§1451 et seq.); (f) conformity of
Federal actions to State {Clean Air} Implementation Plans
under Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act of 1955, as
amended (42 U.5.C. §§7401 et seq.); (g} protection of
underground sources of drinking water under the Safe
Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended (P.L. 93-523);
and, {h) protection of endangered species under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93-
205).

12, Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1868 {16 U.S.C. §§1271 et seq.) related to protecting
components or potential components of the national
wild and scenic rivers system.

13. Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance.
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1986, as amended (16 U.S.C. §470}, EO 11593
{(identification and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of
1974 (16 U.5.C. §§469a-1 et seq.).

14. Will comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of
human subjects involved in research, development, and
related activities supported by this award of assistance.

15. Will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of
1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.5.C. §§2131 et
seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatment of
warm. blooded animals held for research, teaching, or,
other activities supported by this award. of assistance.

16. Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
Prevention Act (42 U.5.C. §§4801 et seq.) which,
prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or.
rehabilitation of residence structures.

17. Will cause to be performed the required financial and
compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendments of 1296 and OMEB Circular No. A-133,
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit
Crganizations.”

18. Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other.
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and policies,
governing this program.

19. Wil comply. with the requirements. of Section 106(g). of
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000, as
amended (22 U.8.C. 7104) which prohibits grant award
recipients or a sub-recipient from (1) Engaging in severe.
forms of trafficking in persons during the period of time.
that the award is. in effect {2) Procuring a commercial
sex. act during the period. of time that the award is. in.
effect or (3) Using forced labor in the performance of the
award. or subawards under the award.

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL

TITLE

Man Voendoyna

|E‘ rogran. Jlroalor |

APPLICANT ORGANIZATION

DATE SUBMITTED

|C-.'J laozads Dopaziment oL Edwosation

1071572014 |

Tracking Number:GRANT 11762050

Standard Form 4248 (Rev. 7-97) Back

PR/Award # 54188150022
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DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.5.C.1352

Approved by OMB
0348-0046

1. " Type of Federal Action:

l:‘ a. contract

g b. grant

l:‘ c. cooperative agreement
I:] d. loan

D e loan guarantes

I:] f. loan insurance

2. Status of Federal Action:
|:| a. bid'offer/apphcation
b initial award
|:| <. past-award

3. ” Report Type:

‘E a. inlial filing

El k. material change

[E Prime l:l SubAwardee

4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:

* Name )
A

* Streat 1 | ..

| Street 2 [ |

" City

| M |

State | | Zip | |

Congressional Districl, if known:

6. * Federal Department/Agency:

7. ” Federal Program Name/Description:

Freoscholl GLanil:

-l LuasEnl,

CFDA Mumber, if applicable: |v| A

8. Federal Action Number, if known.

9. Award Amount, /f known:

$10,000 and.not rore than § 100,000 for each such failure

8 | l
10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:
Prafix I:l * First Name [ | Middie Namea l ‘
* L ast Name |r\ l Sufiix I:l
* Street 1 | l Street 2 | ]
Gty [ | Staic | | Zip | ]
b. Individual Periorming Setvices (nouding address if different from No, 10a).
Prefiv I:l " First Name [, | Middle Name | |
* Last Name || | Sesttin I:l
* Sireet 1 | l Street 2 | |
* ity | | State | | Zip | |
11. Information requested. through. this farm is authorized by title. 31 U 5.0 section. 1352, This disclosura of lobbying activities is a material representation. of fact . upon which

reliance. was. placed. by the tier above when the transaction. was made ar entered into.. This disclosure s required. pursuant t0.31 U.S.C . 1352, Thig information will be. reported. ta,
the Congress semi-annually and will be available for public inspectian,. Any person wha fails to file the required. disclosure shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less. than.

* Signature: 1. voneognn ]
*Name: Prafix l:| * First Name |‘1 . | Middle Name |
* Lasi Name |'1 i | Suittix I:l
e
Title: | Telephene No.: |Dale: |:u..-'|r._.-'zu:.-|
Authorized lor Lacal Reproduction
.Federal Use Only:

Standard Form - LLL (Rev, 7-47)

Tracking Number:GRANT 11762050

N PN
PRAwrd ¥ S48 150022
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Tracking Number:GRANT 11762050

OMB Number: 1894-0005
Expiration Date: 03/31/2017

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpese of this enclosure is to inform you about a new
provision in the Department of Education's General
Education Provisions Act {(GEPA) that applies to applicants
for new grant awards under Department programs.. This
provision is. Section 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the
Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.}
103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant.
awards under this program. . ALL APPLICANTS FOR
NEW AWARDS MUST INCLUDE INFORMATION.IN .
THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW
PROVISION IN. ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER
THIS PROGRAM.

{If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State.
needs to provide this description only for projects or
activities that it carries out with funds reserved for State-level
uses.  In addition, local school districts or other eligible
applicants that apply to the State for funding need to provide:
this description in their applications to the State for funding.
The State would be respansible for ensuring that the school .
district ar other local entity has submitted a sufficient

section 427 statement as described below .}

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds {other than an
individual person) to include in its application a description
of the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure
equitable access to, and participation in, its
Federally-assisted program for students, teachers, and.
other program beneficiaries with special needs. . This
provision allows applicants discretion in developing the
required description.. The statute highlights six types of
harriers that can impede equitable access or participation:
gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or age. .
Based on local circumstances, you should determing
whether these or other barriers. may prevent your students,
teachers, etc. from such access or participation in, the
Federally-funded project or activity. The description in your .
application of steps to be taken to overcome these barriers
need not be lengthy; you may provide a clear and succinct

description. of how you plan to address those barriers that are
applicable to your circumstances. In addition, the information
may be provided in a single narrative, or, if appropriate, may
be discussed in connection with related topics in the,
application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of
civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing
their projects, applicants for Federal funds address equity
concerns that may affect the ability of certain potential
beneficiaries to fully participate in the project and to achieve
to high standards. Caonsistent with, program reguirements and.
its approved application, an applicant may use the Federal
funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant
may comply with Section 427.

{1} An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy
project serving, among others, adults with limited English
proficiency, might describe in its application how it intends to
distribute a brochure about the proposed project to such
potential participants. in their native language.

{2} An applicant that proposes to develop instructional
materials for classroom use might describe how it will make
the materials available on audio tape ar in braille for students
who are blind.

{3} An applicant that proposes to carry out a model science
program for secondary students and is concerned. that girls
may be less likely than boys to enroll in the course, might
indicate how it intends to conduct "outreach” effarts to girls,
to encourage their enrcliment.

e recognize that many applicants may. already be
implementing effective steps to ensure equity of
access and participation. in their grant programs, and
we appreciate your cooperation. in respending to. the.
requirements of this provision.

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persans are required to respond to a collection of information unless such
collection displays a valid OMB control number. Public reporting burden for this collection, of information is estimated to average
1.5 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the
data needed, and campleting and. reviewing the collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is required to
obtain or retain benefit (Public Law 103-382}. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this callection
of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW,
Washington, DC . 20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgr@ed.gov and reference the OMB Control Number 1894-0005.

Optional - You may attach 1 file to this page.

ZEEA hssurvances. pdf

‘ Delete.Attachmentl View Attachment

PR/Award # 54188150022
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General Education Provisions. Act (GEPA) Section 427 Assurances.

Colorado Department of Education Assurance

In compliance with the US Department of Education's requircment for grant awards (P.L.

103-382), the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) is providing this statement i reference

to requircments for application of Federal funds. It is the intent of the CDE to take steps to

ensure equitable access to and participation in Federally-assisted programs. The CDE is mindful

of six types of barriers that can impede cquitable access or participation: gender, race, national

origin, disability, religion, or age.

Specifically, the CDE will take the following steps to ensure cquity and participation, where

applicable:

-

Assure that CDE meets ADA requirenents for access to public [acilities.

Assure that the participating Subgrantees and Early Leaming Programs will meet ADA
requirements for access 1o classrooms and playgrounds supported through Federal
funding.

Assure that the participating Subgrantees and Early Learning Programs take steps to
review carly learning materials to make swee that they contain storics and llustrations that
depict diversity in families, including race and national origin.

Assurc that CDE staff and the participating Subgrantces and Early Learning Program
teams reflect diversity in age, race, and gender.

Assure that CDE and participating Subgrantees and Early Learning Programs will
encourage participation by a broad spectrum of the community m preschool planning and
implementation activities.

Assure that CDE and participating Subgrantees and Early Leammg Programs will apply
the highest standards of equity to hiring practices related to the grant and encourage
apphbcation of minority candidates for available positions.

Assure that CDE and participating Subgrantees and Early Learning Programs will
provide brochures and other print media in Spamish or other languages o meet the needs

of famulies.

PR/Award & 54138150022
Page 10



« Assure that the participating Subgrantees and Early Learnng Programs will provide
recommended hardware, software, and assistive technology to support language and
literacy among young children with disabilities.

o Assurc that the CDE and participating Subgrantecs and Early Learning Providers will
refrain from using materials or strategies that promote or show disrespect to any religious
group.

o Agsure that the CDE and participating Subgrantees and Early Learning Providers agree to
take these steps to cnsure cquitable aceess to and participation in Federally-assisted

programs.

Notice to Subgrantee and Early Leamning Programs

Section 427 ol the Department of Education's General Education Provisions Act (GEPA),
enacted as part of the Improving America's Schook Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.) 103-382)
requires each apphcant for funds to include in 11s application a description of the steps the
applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access to, and participation i, its Federally-
assisted program for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs. This
provision allows applicants discretion in developing the required description. The statute
highlights six types of barriers that can impede equitable access or participation: gender, race,
national origm, color, disabilty, or age.

In complance with the US Department of Education's requirenent for grant awards (P.L.
103-382), (Subgrantec} is providing this statcment in reference to requirements for application of
federal funds. It is the intent of (Subgrantee) to take steps to ensure equitable access to and
participation in Federally-assisted programs. The Subgrantee is mindful of six types of barriers
that can mpede equitable access or participation: gender, race, national origin, disability,
religion, or age.

Specifically, the Preschool Enhancement Grant Subgrantee will take the following steps to
ensure equily and participation, where applicable:
+« The (Subgrantee) and Early Learmning Programs will meet ADA requmrements [or access

to classrooms and playgrounds supported through federal funding.

PR/Award & 54138150022
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The {Subgrantee) and Early Learning Programs will take steps to review early leaming
materials to make sure that they contain stories and illustrations that depict diversity in
families, including race and national ongin.

The (Subgrantce) and Early Learning Program tcams will reflect diversity i age, race,
and gender.

The (Subgrantce) and Early Learning Programs will cncourage participation by a broad
spectrum of the community in preschool planning and implementation activities.

The (Subgrantce) and Early Learning Programs will apply the highest standards of cquity
to hiring practices related to the grant and encourage application of minority candidates
for available positions.

The (Subgrantee) and Early Leammng Programs will provide brochures and other print
media in Spanish or other languages 1o meet the needs of [amilies.

The (Subgrantee) and Early Leammng Programs will provide recommended hardware,
sofiware, and assistive technology to support language and literacy among young
children with disabilities.

The (Subgrantee) and Early Learning Providers will refrain from using materials or
stratcgics. that promote or show disrespect to any rcligious group.

The (Subgrantee) and its Early Learning Providers agree to take these steps to ensure

cquitable access to and participation in Federally-assisted  programs.

PR/Award & 54138150022
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CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Cenrtification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

{1} No Federal appropriated funds have been paid.or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any .
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee. of an agency, a Member of
Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the.
entering into. of any. cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or.
modification of any Federal contract. grant, loan. or cooperative agreement.

{2} If any. funds other than Federal appropriated funds. have been paid or will be paid to any. person for
influgncing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal
contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard
Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities," in accordance with its instructions.

{3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents
for all subawards at all tiers {including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and
cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification,
is. a material representation of fact upen which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or.
entered into. Submission of this cerification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction
imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be
subject to a civil penalty. of not less than $10,00 0 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance

The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

If any funds have been, paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to. influence an officer
or employee of any agency. a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congrass, or an employee, of
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or
guarantee a loan. the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosurs of Lobbying
Activities," in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or
entering into this transaction imposed by section, 1352, title. 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the
required statement shall be subjec t to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000
for each such failure.
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Abstract

The abstract narrative. must not exceed one page and should use language that will be understood by a range of audiences.
For all projects, include the project title {if applicable), goals, expected outcomes and contributions for research, policy,
practice, etc. Include population to be served, as appropriate. For research applications, also include the following:

= Theoretical and conceptual background of the study {i.e., prior research that this investigation builds upon and that
provides a compelling rationale for this study)

« Research issues, hypotheses and questions being addressed

= Study design including a brief description of the sample including sample size, methods, principals dependent,
independent, and control variables, and the approach to data analysis.

[Note: For a non-glectronic. submission, include the name and address of your organization and. the. name, phone number and
g-mail address of the contact person for this project.]
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Abstract

Name of Proposed Project: Colorado Preschool Program: Start Strong!

Applicant: State of Colorado

Overview of the Proposed Project: “Start Strong!” is one of the Colorado Department of
Education’s four strategic goals. Through this ambitious plan to expand the Colorado Preschool
Program and ramp up its quality, 6,554 additional Eligible Children and their familics will
benetit from participation in community-centered High Quality Preschool Programs so that they
enter kindergarten on track for success in school and life. The Plan involves strong parinerships
with multiple state-level agencies and 29 Subgrantees from a variety of settings across Colorado
representing urban, rural, tribal and military communities. Through this Plan, capacity, tools and
strategies will be developed to benefit the entire state preschool program and enable accelerated
implementation of strategic planning to move the Colorado Preschool Program forward with
improved quality and accessibility. Subgrantees representing High Need Communities were
sclected based on local demographic and cconomic data and estimates of unmet need for
preschool This application builds on the strong systems work supported by Colorado’s Early
Learning Challenge Fund Grant and leverages unprecedented growth in the Colorado Preschool
Program in the last two years.

Project Objectives and Activities: The project will ensure increased quality in Preschool
Programs and expand the availability of High Quality Preschool Programs in identified High
Need Communities by increasing options for full-day programming, incentivizing early
childhood teachers to obtain a bachelor’s degree, equalizing pay between early childhood and
K12 teachers and intcgrating the professional development and TQRIS work into the project
implementation.  Building on Colorado’s strong birth to third grade continuum of scrvices and
supports, Colorado stakeholders have identified four priority areas for improvement that cut
across all age levels: Family engagement, high quality inclusion, effective transitions and
support for dual language learners. These areas represent the “deeper dive™ in monitoring,
technical assistance and professional development throughout the grant program. State
infrastructure dollars will support teacher scholarships, principal academies, needs assessment,

strategic planning and evaluation activities.
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Proposed Project Qutcomes.

3,099 new slots will cnable children to attend a full-day High Quality Preschool Program
and their families to access services and supports

3,455 existing preschool slots will be improved, 29% of which will directly serve
preschool children with disabilities

More than 500 elementary principals will attend early childhood and P3 academies
Hundreds of tcachers will obtain financial support to attend college

Multiple tools and resources will be developed to propel Colorado forward with strategic

long term planning

Names. of Other Organizations:

Ability Connections Dcnver Public Schools Mile High Montcssori,
Adams 14 School District Eagle County Schools Moffat County Schools
Alamosa Schools, Englewood Schools Montelores ECC

Boulder Vallcy Schools Family Dcvelopment Ctr Northwest BOCES

Bright Futures Fountain Ft Carson Schools REACH

Brush School District Grand Beginnings Sewall Child Development
Canon City Schools . Gunnison Schools South Concjos Schools
Catholic Charities Huerfano School District Southern Ute Head Start
Center School District Las Animas Schools Thompson Valley Schools
Clayton Early Lcarning Maplcton School District
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A. EXECUTIVE, SUMMARY

Colorado is committed to an ambitious and achicvable plan to work with 29 Subgrantees
m high needs commumities to create 3,099 new slots and 3,455 mproved slots, 29% of which
will directly serve preschool children with disabilities.

(A)(1) The State’s progress to date.

The Opportunity. Applying research, the early chidhood field has identified key
elements associated with quality in preschool programs. We know how much preschool matters.
We know about the relationships and kamning opportunities preschoolers need to thrive. We
know that participation in a high-quality preschool program holds the undeniable potential to
change the trajectory of achid’s life toward a more promising future, particularly if that chid is
at risk for poor school readincss.

In a forward-thinking response to this clear policy opportunity, the Colorado General
Asscmbly cstablished the Colorado Preschool Program (CPP) in statute (Attachment 1) in 1988
to serve young children who were most vulnerable to starting elementary school without the
developmental and academic building blocks they needed to be successful.  From the program’s
outset, Colorado lawmakers and education kaders demonstrated a strong commitment to
program quality. Requirements for program quality standards, class size limits, low staft-to-child
ratios, individual child plaming, parent mvolvement and program evaluation are established in
statute.

Since 2012, two mujor expansions have mereased the State’s capacity to serve young
chiklren in the state preschool by ;. Bulding on this momentum, the Early Childhood and
School Readmess Legislative Commission voted. recently to advance legislation i the 2015
Session to add |[(PX4) hdditional CPP slots to the number currently authorized in statute.

The Colorado Preschool Program is funded through the Public School Finance Act of
1994 (as amended) m the form of per pupil funds. Children served by CPP are funded for a part-
time program at .5 per pupil revenue per hali-day slot. The State also funds general cducation for
chiklren who qualify under IDEA Part B, Section 619 through .5 per pupil revenue for half-day
programming. With this application, we proposc to address two policy practices adopted by the
legislature to stretch hmited resources. First, while the State showed foresight in providing

general education per pupil revenue for young children with disabilities, state resources have not
1
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funded full-day programming for children with disabilities. Second, the original CPP legislation
limited the usc of two slots to create a full-day opportuntty for an clighle chid to 5% of the total
allocation.

The State also continues bold elforts 1o increase the capacily and mprove the quality of
the early childhood system statewide. Colorado’s four-year Race to the Top Early Leaming
Challenge (RTT-ELC) Sitate Plan, funded in December 2012, focuses on bulding out birth to age
eight early childhood systems and mfrastructwre to advance the healthy development and early
learmming of all Colorado children, with a focus on children with high needs. Through the
sustained and enthusiastic leadership of Colorado’s elected officials, the early chiklhood field
and the philanthropic sector, these eftorts are occurring through authentic community-based
collaboration across carly childhood scctors.

Recent national and state polls identify strong public support in Colorado for increased
investment in children’s carly success. Ewvidence strongly indicates that these costs arc scen as
effective and just. These forces combine to create a unique window to expand the Colorado
Preschool Program and advance the goal of making CPP one of the top preschool programs in
the nation, known for mnovative and collaborative practices, excellence i program quality,
universal access for four-year olds and access for three-year-olds with high needs. Colorado’s
emerging early childhood systems development provides a solid foundation for pursung this
ambitious vision. The State of Colorado will undertake the work described in this application
regardless of the outcome. of the grant competition. But with the resources. of a Preschool
Development Grant we can move more quickly, with more immediately ambitious definitions of
quality, and on a more coordinated statewide basis than would otherwise be possible.

Overview of the Colorado Preschool Program. The CPP serves children who are at risk
and who might otherwise lag behind peers at entry to kindergarten. CPP eligibility factors
mclude but are not limited to eligibility for Free or Reduced Price Meals. The State funds CPP
through the public school finance formula. Local school districts administer the program as a
mixed-delivery system under the supervision of the Colorado Department of Education (CDE).

The CPP is currently authorized for [(B)(4) Jhalf-day slots — the potential to. serve
approximatcly °7’r of Colorado four-ycar olds with qualifying risk factors. Expansions to CPP

in the form of Early Childhood At-Risk Enhancement slots (ECARE) in 2013 and 2014 funded
2
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ddilional slots for school districts 1o use flexibly to serve ehgible children through halt-
day or full-day preschool or full-day kindergarten, Total CPP funding for 2014-20151s projected
to be

In addition to public school financing of preschool for children at-risk, Colorado provides
state-funded half-day preschool for all preschoolers with disabilities who meet the state
definition for eligibility under IDEA Part B, Scction 619 (8,551 in 2014). Colorado decmonstratcs
a strong commitment to and record of serving children with disabilities in inclusive
environments. In FFY 2011, 84.2% of preschoolers with disabilities were served in regular early
childhood education settings. Colorado was one of three states within the 80% to 90% range on
this indictor. Four states performed at the 90% to 100% range.

Children elgble for CPP are enrolled in 174 of the State’s 178 school districts mcluding
the Colorado Charter School Institute. About percent of chidren funded by CPP are served in
comnunity programs, percent m Head Start Programs and percent m public school
programs. Preschoolers with disabilities are also served in these mixed-delivery preschool
settings as well as n [amily chid care homes pursuant to their IEPs. Whike CPP is a program
targeted to vulnerable children, its features and importance in the State’s early learning landscape
positively mfluence the quality ol early learning programs statewide. Early childhood programs
across the state have benefitted from voluntarily adopting the Quality Standards and other tools
developed by CDE for the Colorado Preschool Program.,

Despite the State’s demonstrated comnmitment to funding a high-quality state preschool
program, CDE estimates that as many as 16,588 at-risk four-year-olds had no preschool available
to them through the Colorade Preschool Program or Head Start in the 2013-2014 school ycar, up
38 percent (from 12,010) in 2012-2013." This significant and rising unmet is due to both a

decrease m overall school funding durmg the economic downtum as well as one of the fastest

! Using data from the State Demography Office and state pupil counts, this calculation
factors i the average number of families with children m first through eighth grade who are
eligble for free or reduced price meals as a percentage of the total first through eighth grade

student population. That percentage rose to 53% i 2012-2013 from 45% m 2011-2012.
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growing child poverty rates in the country: Colorado saw a 115% increase in the childhood
poverty ratc between 2000 and 2012 (outpaced only by Nevada and New Hampshire) at a time
when the childhood population has grown by only 11%.

Overview of the Colorado Early Learning Challenge State Plan. In December of 2012,
Colorado was awarded nearly $45 million i federal Race to the Top Early Learmning Challenge
(RTT-ELC) funding over four years 1o help accelerate plans to improve school readiness for
Colorado kids. The Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS) serves as the lead agency,
with the Colorado Department ol Education as a primary partner. Together, the Ofhice ol Early
Leaming and School Readiness and Exceptional Student Services Unit within CDE and the
Office of Early Childhood within CDHS collaborate to improve access to high quality early
lcarning programs (including the Colorado Preschool Program) and help develop the capacity of
the people, programs and places serving children with the highest needs. These systenrlevel
activitics will improve the quality of programs in which Eligibke Children are served.. They also
provide a strong and stablke foundation on which to implement and help sustain the expansion
proposcd in this application. The State’s RTT-ELC work plan, which applics a birth to age cight
frame, focuses on interrelated strategic priorities, each with ambitious initiatives underway that
enhance Colorado’s preschool classrooms:

Smarter Management: Increase effective state and local coordination for early leaming
and development mitiatives, including the development of data systems and use of data to
support efficiencies such as strategic planning, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Analysis
and a Unmiversal Application for streamlined information about how to access programs and
services for young children and ther families.

Better Quality: Launch Colorado’s Next Generation Tiered Quality Rating and
Improvement System (TQRIS) for all icensed child care and early learming programs, and
increase the number of programs at the highest levels of quality.

Stronger Workforce: Prepare cffective carly karning professionals by employing an
updated professional credentialing system, implementation of the Professional Development

Information System and incentives that promote carcer advancement,
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Deeper Understanding of Children: To bulkl understanding of what children can and
should do from birth to cight years of age through the Colorado Early Lcarning and
Development Guidelines and expand use of ongoing comprehensive assessment of children.

Increased Family/Community Engagement: To build strong parinerships with families
and communities that support children’s development through increased access to mformation
about child development and access to high-quality progranis.

The figure below sets out the theory of chunge. Plase see Attachment 2 for high-kevel

work plans for each focus area.

Colorado’s Early Childhood Logic Model
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(A)(2) Provide High-Quality Preschool programs in High-Need Communities

The purpose of this Preschool Development Grant State Plan is to expand the rcach,
quality and effectiveness of the Colorado Preschool Program so more Eligible Children enter
kindergarten on track [or success in school and in hfe. The State has identified 29 Subgrantees
that propose to serve new grant-funded High Quality Preschool Program slots begmning i 2015
and to improve the quality ol existing CPP programs including the provision ol [ull-day High
Quality Preschool for preschoolers with dwsabilities. The identified High-Need Communities are
llustrated on the map below and described m section (D)(1). The Subgrantees will carry out their
activities in a variety of settings — urban, rural and suburban. Subgrantees have developed plans
that are shaped by the needs and capacities of the High-Need Communities they propose to
serve. Across all High-Need Communitics, the implementation of new slots or improvement of
existing CPPslots will be driven by collaborative, community-based processes and supported by

CDE.

Celurado Soanty Mao
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(A)(3) Increase the number and percentage of Eligible Children servedin High-Quality
Preschool Programs

As shown in Table (A)(3), Colorado’s plan to ncrease the number and percentage of
Eligible Children served in High-Quality Preschool Programs will help the State advance is
ambitious goal of providmg universal access for four-year okls and access for three-year-olds
with high needs. Recent significant mcreases in state investment o expand the CPP combined
with the potential resources from this federal grant dramatically increase the availability of full-
day opportunities for Eligible Children, and n particular for Eligible Children with disabilities.
(A)(4) Characteristics of High-Quality Preschool Programs

Programs currently serving children through the Colorado Preschool Program already
mcet or surpass the definition of High-Quality Preschool Programs including:

=  Small class sizes - a maximum class size of 16 is required in statute

= Strong ratios - 3:1 instructional staff-to-child ratio is required in statutc

= A commitment to serving children with disabilities in inclusive classrooms

= (Coordinated and ongoing profcssional development
This grant presents an opportunity for improvement in other areas such as teacher qualifications
and full-day programming, for which plans are already underway.

As documented in the Subgrantees” letters of commitment, all the new slots supported by
Preschool Development Grant funds will meet the definition of High-Quality Preschool
Programs at the commencement of services for children i fall of 2015. All the improvement
slots supported by grant funds will move toward this delintion over the grant term with a focus
on addressmg teacher qualifications/compensation, fullday programming — with 29% of these
slots targeted for chikdren with disabilities, evidence-based professional development and/or
comprehensive services, based on local needs and capacity. The State will keverage this
Preschool Development Grant opportunity and the efforts of Subgrantees to expand the reach,
quality and cficctivencss of the Colorado Preschool Program as a whole.

(A)(5) Setexpectations for school readiness

Expectations for school rcadiness arc defined by Colorado’s new Early Learning and

Dewelopment Guidelines and are measured through the aligned assessment used for all state-

funded preschoolers. An addition, Colorado’s Achievement Plan for Kids (CAP4K), (C.R.S. 22-
7
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7-1001 et seq.), enacted in 2008, drove the creation of academic standards aligned from
preschool through high school.  All school districts have adopted the Colorado Acadcmic
Standards for preschool as well as Colorado’s new Early Leamning and Development Guidelines.
For ease of use, the Colorado Academic Standards for preschool are embedded in the Early
Leaming and Development Gudelines. . Refer to Section C(2)(c).
{A)(6) Supported by a broad group of stakeholders

The organizations listed in Table (A)(6) have provided letters (Attachment 3) that
describe ther enthusiastic support for this Preschool Development Grant plan and their
commitment to its cffective implementation, A joint support letter clectronically signed by more
than 175 Colorado parents, grandparents and foster parents and members of the early chidhood
community s also included. The letters underscore the Statc’s capacity and readiness to
implement its ambitious plan in two ways. The fust is the opportunity, culminating decades of
focused advocacy, to scrve Eligible Children in High Quality Preschool Programs in the context
of a robust early childhood system. The second is the broad-based process that supported plan
development. Despite the short timeline, many stakeholders from various roles and levels in
Colorado’s early childhood system contributed. Some provided mput through focus groups,
others by completing surveys, still others by developing application text or reviewing drafts of
the proposal. A core Advisory Council provided strategic guidance and facilitated outreach to
stakeholders. This core group (or a version of it) will serve the same role in the CPP strategic
planning process described later in this application.

Table (A)(6). Organizations Providing Letters of Support for Colorado’s Plan

Organization Signatory

Linda Garris Christian, PhD, Professor of
Adams State University Educa
ucation

Lindsay Hull, Director — Submissions,
Chartcr School Institutc Nutrition and Programs, CSI Preschool

Advisory Council Liaison

Clayton Early Learnmg Charlotte Brantley, President and CEQ
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Organization

Signatory

Colorado Association for the Education of

Young Children

Linda Adans, Executive Dwector

Colorado Children's Campaign

Chris Watney, President and CEO

Colorado Department of Education

Darcy Hutchins, PhD, Director of Fanuly
Partnerships

Colorado Department of Education

Randy Boyer, Assistant Commissioner, State

Director of Special Education

Colorado Department of Higher Education

Jennifer Arzberger, Educator Preparation

Projcct Manager

Colorado Department of Higher Education

Robert Mitchell, PhD, Academic Policy

Officer for Educator Preparation

Colorado Department of Human Services

Reggie Bicha, Executive Director

Colorado Head Start Association

Executive Committee

Early Chiklhood Colorado Parinership

Sarah Davidon, Mary Martin, Janine Pryor

Steering Committee Chairs

Early Chiklhood Council Leadership Alliance

Maro Zagoras, Executive Director

Early Chiklhood Leadership Commission

Barb Grogan and Anna Jo Haynes, Co-
Chanms

Executives Partnering to Invest in Children
(EPIC)

Gloria Higgins, Prcsident

Ft. Lewis College

Dr. Kristme Greer, Assoclate Professor,

Teacher Education

Mectropolitan State University of Denver

Elizabeth R. Hinde, Dean , School of

Education

PEAK Puarent Center

Barb Buswell, Executive Director

Qualistar Colorado

Heather Trtten, Interim President and CEO

Teach for America Colorado

Sean VanBerschot, Executive Director

Teaching Swrategies for Early Childhood

Andrea Valentine, President and COO
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Organization Signatory

Tempk Hoyne Bucell Foundation Susan J. Steele, Exccutive Dircctor

University of Colorado Colorado Springs Mary Snyder, Dean, College of Education

Rebecca Kuntor, Professor and Dean, School
University of Colorado Denver
of Education and Human Developnment

o ) Swzannc Adams, PhD, Clinical Professor,
University of Colorado Denver _
School of Education

Rashida Banerjee, PhD, Associate Professor,
University of Northern Colorado
School of Education

(A)(7) Allocate funds between
(7)(a) Activities to build on enhance infrastructure (no more than 5%)

A primary focus of State level activities will be conducting a statewide needs assessment
regarding physical and infrastructwre capacity to support preschool cxpansion, increase in full-
day preschool and statewide full-day kindergarten. This needs assessment will set the stage for a
strategic planning process that strongly positions Colorado to keverage state and federal
opportunities for large scale expansion. Other mfrastructure development activities target
alternative pathways 1o teacher licensure, principal/director development and providing
responsive and excellent 1mplementation support to Subgrantees.

(7)(b} Subgrants uvsing at least 95 % of funds
Proposed Subgrants.

95% of the requested federal grant funds will be subgranted to 29 Subgranices over the
grant period. 18 of these Subgrantees will provide new CPP slots beginning in fall of 2015 that
neet the definition of High Quality Preschool Program. 23Subgrantees will improve existing
CPPslots. by targeting tcacher qualifications/compensation, full-day programming, evidence-
based professional development and/or comprehensive services. CPP requires programs, by
statute, to provide class size and ratio that exceed the definition of High Quality Preschool

Program

10
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CDE will ensure Subgrantees and their partners (including Early Childhood Councils,
resource. and referral agencics, local CPP coordinators, child find, and Part C) arc implementing
culturally and linguistically appropriate outreach and conmmunication efforts to ensure that all
families, including those who are isolated or otherwise hard to reach, are mformed of the
opportunity and encouraged to enroll ther chiklren m availlable programs. A universal
apphcation website supports this outreach by connecting families to ther local CPP contact.
Summary High-Quality Plan for A(1)-(7)

The High Quality Plan for Selection Criterion A is the aggregate of the High Quality
Plans for Sections, C, D, E, F and Competitive Priority 2. Together, these plans constitute an
ambitious effort to keverage 25 years of State leadership and progress to serve additional Eligible
Children in High-Need Communitics. The Plan advances qualty improvements in specific
programs as well as systems-oriented strategies to enhance the programming for preschoolers as
a whole.

B. COMMITMENT TO STATE PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

(B)(1) Early Learming and Development Standards
Colorado’s

commitment to a

birth through age
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Development Standards as defined i this competition.

Colorado’s innovative approach to developing the Guidelines anchors them in both the
Colorado Academic Standards and the Head Start Outcome framework to provide a one-stop
resource for stafl in mixed delivery settings. At three age levels (birth 1o 36 months, ages 3-5,
and K-grade 3), the Guidelines comprehensively address the domains of approaches to learning,
health and physical developnment, social and emotional development, language, literacy,
numeracy, logic and reasoning, and other subject-specific learning to ensure a holistic approach
lo creating positive early chiklhood environments. The Guidelines are developmentally,
linguistically and culturally appropriate for all chikdren, including children with disabilities and
developmental delays and children learming English.

These Guidelines build upon the best state and national cxamples of developmentally
appropriate and holistic mformation about what children should know and be able to do in their
carly ycars. The Guidclines arc being incorporated into. all clements of the State’s overall carly
childhood system including state assessment systems, the TQRIS, early workforce development
cfforts, college and university cowrsework. for carly chikdhood professionals and State cfforts. to
provide developmental screenings in health care settings.

Because the Guidelines promote a deeper understanding of children, they are being
mcorporated mto State assessment systems, the TQRIS, early workforce development efforts,
college and university cowsework for early childhood professionals and State efforts to provide
developmental screenings in health care settmgs. In addition, the Guidelines are used in the
development of IEP goals for chidren with disabilities.

The comprehensiveness (130+ pages) of the Early Learnng and Development Guidelines
18 a strength, but one that poses a communication challenge. In response, the RTT-ELC state
team created an associated website tailored (o a variety of audiences (family, early childhood
professional, advocate) that will provide information in both English and Spanish. The website
offers visuals, atemplate platform, intcractive tookit, and a “sharc your story” option.

Colorado Preschool Program and 619 state staft have introduced the new Guidelines to
local CPP and 619 administrators and personncl through a scrics. of regional meetings. Training
modukes built around the Guidelines that target mathematics and literacy are under development.

The State’s 31 Early Childhood Councils (refer to Section (B)(6)} have begun mcorporating the
12
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Guidelines into local planning efforts and are heading local efforts to disseminate the Guidelines
and cncourage their usc. Pleasc refer to Attachment 4 for the Tabke of Contents and cxccutive
summary of the Guidelines. These documents provide evidence that these Guidelines meet the
delmition of Early Learnng and Development Standards.

(B)(2) The State's financial investment

Table (B)(2), found in the Excel spreadsheet, shows the State’s financial mvestment in
CPP over the past four years. Most revenues to Colorado’s school districts are provided through
the Public School Finance Act of 1994 (as amended) as per pupil funds. Per pupil funding levels

vary across the state based on a school finance formula that recognizes costs of iving, personnel

costs and size factors. Children are funded by CPP for a‘(,ﬂ’z per pupil revenue per slot. Chikdren

who receive carly childhood special cducation are also funded by the State through pcr pupil
revenue as well as state categorical funds for special education. The total is calculated based on
the number of children reported during the October P-12 pupil count window.”

School districts may apply to CDE for authorization to offer a full-day program to
children eligible under CPP using two “slots” to chilkdren with high needs. An effort to stretch
limited  resources led to two policy practices that this application proposes to address. First, while
the State showed early leadership in providing general education per pupil revenue for young
children with disabilities, state resources have not funded fullday programming for children
with disabilities. Second, the original CPP legislation limits the use of two slots to create a tull-
day opportunity lor an elighle child to 76- of the total allocation {not mcluding ECARE slots).

Because CPP’s per pupil allocation is based on the K-12 school finance formula, CPP
spending fluctuates with per pupil spending. As shown in Table B(2), spending on CPP dechned
from 2009-10 10 2011- 12 reflecting the overall state decline in per pupil spending on K-12
during that time period, due to the econoniuc recession. The mcrease in CPP spending from
2011-12 1o 2012-13 reflects an mcrease m per pupil spending. The increase m CPP spending

from 2012-13to 2013- [4 reflects both a corresponding overall state increase in per pupil

*State law offers an alternate count day in November for CPP programs (o allow sufficient time
to identify children who qualify for special cducation services (and arc funded scparately) and
then fill those available funding slots with other CPP-eligible children.
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spending and the effort to additionally expand CPP slots. This expansion is described in the
following scction,

Table (B)(2)-2 below provides additional mformation relevant to the State’s fmancial
mvestment in the Colorado Preschool Program: the number of five-year olds and three- year-olds
served by the CPP. These data are relevant because the number of children served at different
ages and i full-day preschool programs fluctuates from year o year as school districts. attempt
to allocate the slots to the children with the greatest needs m any given year.

Table (B)(2)-2: Total Students Served in CPP, 2010-11 to 2013-14

3-Year-Olds | 4-Year-Olds | 3-Year Total Total 619-

(Age-eligible Olds or CPP/ECARE |Eligible

for K the Younger Preschookrs  |Preschoolers

following Served Funded for

year) half-day
preschool with
state funds

2013-14 |k)4)

2012-13

2011-12

2010-11

Colorado is home to an early childhood philanthropic community that not only invests
financially m the early childhood system through grants to local programs, but serves among the
State’s and nation’s foremost advocates for early childhood access and quality. The figures in the
Philanthropic colummn in Table (B)2) are grants made by the Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation
over the past four years to regular public preschool programs, charter programs, and early
karning programs for children of teen parents within public schools. The Foundation’s
additional contributions to early learning programs that are not preschool programs are not

included in this fotal. The 2014 figure additionally includes [

mn tax check-ofl

contributions received from individual Colorado taxpayers from January 1, 2014 to July 31,

14

PR/Award & 54138150022
Page €31



2014. This contribution opportunity was authorized in 2014 for a four year period. Funds

gencratcd will be applied to state-level CPP professional development resources and events.

Please refer to Attachiment 5 for additional data notes related to Table (B){(2).

(B)(3) Enacted & pending legislation, policies and/or practices related to increasing access

History of Colorado Preschool Program

30000
=
]
T o
& 25000
=
o
A
=
B 20000
U‘&
‘L'ﬂ
e Z
Y 13000
o ow
T
[+11]
X
<
o 10000
o
[
=
L -
= S000
o
i
=
0
[ T e B o' I LT~ R G U B M v Y T B BN o I o R v S 6 A U e L. O T B, B Y |
[='o T v B o2 B+ N LR v S TR o S = S ' A o R e N o R i i S T o I v B s R
™ — —H o A~ = o~ N

2013

2014

200
150
160
140
120
100
80
60
40

20

Funded Slots Authorized by Legislature = - Mumber of School Districts Participating in CPP

Number of School Districts Participatingin CPP

As shown in the figure below, expansion of access to preschool has been a Colorado

priorty for decades. Since the establishment of the Colorado Preschool Program in 1988, the

program has helped 291,000 young children begin school on track for success.

In 2013-14, a CPP expansion was funded through state legislation for a new type of slot,

‘*ECARE” (Early Childhood At-Risk Enhancement), an imovative mitiative that allows school

districts to decide how to use the newly authorized slots: to enroll a smgle child in one hal-day

preschool program (one slot), a single child in a [ull-day preschool program {ltwo slots), or build

out a full-day kindergarten experience (one slot). In the 2013-14 school year, school districts

used the [(B)4)|total ECARE slots. to serve,half—day preschoolkers, @ﬁﬂ]—day preschoolers,
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and ﬁJll—day kindergarteners. In the 2014 session, the General Assembly approved an
additional [EX£|ECARE slots for 2014-15. Initial estimates indicate that districts distributed
these slots to serve 932 half-day preschoolers, EE% full-day preschoolers, andfull—day_
kindergarteners. Districts may reallocate ECARE slots annually {e.g., a slot used for fullday K

m 2013-14 can be used for preschool m 2014-15).

The Early Chikdhood School Readiness Legislative Commission, established m statute, is
charged with policy mmprovement related to early childhood and school readmess, mcluding the
areas ol health, mental health, parent involvement, family support, child care and early kearming.
As aresult of its deliberations over the sumimer 2014, the Commission has approved (4-1) a draft
bill to be introduced in the 2015 legislative session to increase the number of CPP slots by
in FY 2015-16 (refer to Attachment 6). Preliminary fiscal analysis puts the cost of this cxpansion
at . based on the most recent student enrollment, assessed value and inflation
projections. The cost estimatc assumcs that new slots would be distributed among school districts
proportionally to existing CPP slots.

(B)(4) Quality of existing State Preschool Programs

Elements of quality in the Colorado Preschool Program are documented in the following
policy summaries and in evidence of longitudinal outcomes.

Eligibility. Eligibility for the Colorado Preschool Program is defmed by factors shown by
research to place children at risk for challenges in school and beyond. The authorizing statute
dentifies the following risk factors: free or reduced price meal eligibility, being homeless, living
in a home with an abusive adult, living in the presence of drug or alcohol abuse m the family,
bemg bom to an unmuried teenage parent, being born mto a family where the parent has less
than a high school education, hving in a family with a history of frequent relocation, having
language development needs including learning English, and being defined as a neglected or
dependent child by state social services. Three-year-olds served in CPP must meet three of these
risk factors to participatc; four-yecar-olds must mect onc. The average chikd cnrolled in CPP has
three of these risk factors..

CPP Administration. Colorado valucs community-centered decision-making that
considers local strengths and needs. A Preschool Advisory Council, with composition and

responsibilities detailed in statute, oversees the Colorado Preschool Program in each school
16
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district to ensure and advance program quality in the context of local resources, needs and
capacttics. Onc outcome of this structure is that school districts and their community partners use
a variety of approaches to improve program qualty, giving rise to mnovative and community-
based strategies that can mspire other early karmming programs.

The makeup of Preschool Advisory Councils ensures a comprehensive approach. Council
membership must nclude parents of children in the district preschool program, members of the
business community, 4 health expert, and representatives from the county department of social
services, a counly agency involved i job services and training, publcly funded early chidhood
agencies, privately funded child care center and charter schools offering preschool programs.

With the support of a local CPP Program Coordinator, District Advisory Councils play an

important role to ensurc quality programming:

»  Adopting a recruitment and enrolfment process that ensures the program serves children
with thc highest necds. CDE supports school districts i adopting and applying multiplc
methods to determine a child’s eligibility (standardized developmental screenings
provided by the school district, parcnt intervicws, obscrvations of children in natural
settings, vision and hearing screenings) and in determining a process for assigning slots
to serve children with the greatest needs.

»  Developing a comprehensive plan for the delivery of services that addresses: (1) The
quality of the program, (2) Staft development, (3) Family involvement, (4) Family
support services and (5) Program evaluation.

»  Monitoring implementation of the program in local districts. Councils are required to
make at least two on-site visits per vear to all classrooms that serve chiklren funded by
CPP to monitor program comphance and dentify opportunities for quality mmprovenent.
School districts report on monitoring and continuous Improvement activities in themr year-
end reports to CDE, which are required for continued participation in the program.
(Pleasc refer to Attachment 7 for the report template).

= Immplementing a competitive process to identify and select new program sites. School
districts collaborate with Head Start programs, child care centers and charter schools by
distributing Requests for Proposals to local programs (sent to every licensed child care

center or preschool in the district) every two years. Partnerships with community
17
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providers offer families more choices. give districts more flexibility in serving large

preschool populations when facility capacity is an issuc, and raisc the quality of carly

childhood education across community programs. State law directs CDE to give funding
priority 1o school districts that take a mixed dehlivery system approach.

Assessment. High quality early childhood assessment is observation-based and takes
place in the context of everyday routines, activities and places. It focuses on strengths and
considers how children are progressing over time. CPP programs use Results Matter, Colorado’s
early childhood assessment and outcomes program, 1o better engage families m early learning
and development goals; individualize mstruction and intervention, understand how groups of
children progress, and make informed decisions about continuous program quality improvenent.
Results Matter is a national model child asscssment and outcomes system cmulated by multiple
states. In addition to supporting use of authentic assessment practices with more than 50,000
young children across the State, Results Matter has produced hundreds of professional
development resources including an internationally recognized video lbrary.

Results Matter participation is reguired for programs supporting CPP and preschoolers
receiving special education and also available to all interested early care and education programs.
98% of Head Start programs participate in Results Matter and a further expansion of Results
Matter nto child care settings 15 4 major focus of the State’s RTT-ELC work. .

Results Matter provides professional development, technical assistance and group
discounts for expenses associated with mmplementing one of the approved assessments on the
Results Matter menu. At this time, 100% of participating programs have selected the Teaching
Strategies GOLD® assessment system. Teaching Strategies GOLD® measures the Essential
Domains of School Readiness and has been shown to be valid, reliable and appropriate for use
with diverse populations of chikdren including those who are dual language learners and those
with disabilities (Refer to Attachment 8 for additional mformation about Teaching Strategies
GOLD®)..

Commitment to Assessment Quality. Results Matter maintains a consistent focus on
improving quality in the implementation and alignment of formative assessments. Locally, CDE
hosted Teaching Strategies GOLD® roundtable cvents that brought together local administrators,

state staff, and representatives from Teaching Strategies, LLC. These meetings resulted in
18
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recommendations on customizations to improve the efficiency and quality of the assessment
implementation. Nationally, CDE participated in facc-to-face roundtabke mectings and a newly
joined online leaming consortinm concerning  best practices n Teaching Strategies GOLD®
mmplementation (refer 1o letter of support from Teaching Strategies). As aresull of these efforts,
CDE has observed mmproved consistency m practices and mmproved efficiency in reporting and
planning.

Data quality efforts continue to be a focus. The ability to use assessment data with
confidence is crucial at the program and polcy level. To this end, the program includes intensive
teacher training, certified user rehability, agreement checking between documentation and
ratings and data pattern checking as essential strategies to assure data quality. Data quality and
completencss has improved significantly over the last scveral years.

Individual Learning Plans. Each child enrolled in CPP has an individual karning plan
(ILP). Famiy input and ongoing asscssment of children’s progress in developmental and
academic domains informs these ILPs to ensure a responsive learning environment for each
child. To assist districts in meeting this requrement, CDE worked in partnership with Teaching
Strategies, LLC to embed an ILP i the Teaching Strategies GOLD® online assessment system
currently used by 100% of CPP participating programs in Colorado. The ILP template pre-
populates with assessment summary data and an editable st of next steps for children based on
the assessment continuum of development and learning. Teachers and families then use the
remaining fields to spell out strategies. These plans are updated with each assessment
checkpoint, three times per year.

Workforce Development. CPP participaling programs are required (o be site licensed
through the Office of Early Childhood, Colorado Department of Human Services. One of the
assurances guaranteed through this licensure process is 15 hours of annual m-service training.
This s a minimum standard exceeded by many school districts administering CPP.

A major focus of Colorado’s RTT-ELC activities 1s ensuring an early childhood
workforce that is rcady to positively optimally impact children’s growth and achicvement is. In
2013, CDE and the Office of Early Childhood collaborated to produce the Colorado Core
Compctencies for Early Childhood Teachers and Directors (Pleasc refer to Attachment 9). With

the adoption of the Core Competencies, Colorado has a single, easy-to-navigate system for
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credentialing, grounded in the Colorado Early Learning and Development Guidelines. This
system provides clear carcer ladders for the carly chiklhood workforce, CDE is also leading
efforts to bulkd a Professional Development Information System (PDIS) that will serve as a
central hub of the credentialing status of early chiklhood educators as well as a repository. of
professional development offerings. This mformation system will lnk to Colorado. Shines, the
State’s new TQRIS, which will be used by all licensed early care and education providers,
icluding those m CPP programs.

Recent governance changes facilitate coordmation of these multiple efforts. For example,
the Early Chidhood Professional Development Team moved from the Colorado Department of
Human Services into the Office of Early Learning and School Readiness at CDE. This allows the
Early Childhood Professional Development Team to work more closcly with other programs that
support and train teachers to enable alignment with public school teacher licensing and teacher
cvaluation,

Program Quality Starndards. CPPs original statute directed CDE to development
program quality standards to help guide best practice and continuous quality improvement in
local programs. The Colorado Quality Standards for Early Childhood Care and Education.
Services were developed and initially adopted in 1993 and are routinely updated and cross-
walked to NAEYC accreditation standards.  Programs funded through CPP must vse the
Colorado Quality Standards for Early Chiklhood Care and Education Services to guide their
program impkmentation. This comprehensive document is designed as a self-study tool and
mncludes sections devoted to: Interactions Among Stafl; Curriculum; Famuly-Stafl Partnerships;
Staff Qualifications and Development; Administration; Staffing Patterns; Role and the Function
of the Teaching Team; Physical Environment; Health and Safety, Nuirition and Food Service;
and Evaluation.

Monitoring. Historically, District Advisory Councils and CDE have been charged with
monitoring all classrooms where children funded by CPP are scrved using the intended for usce
by local school districts in developing their CPP program and self-assessing toward. continuous
program quality improvement. Local preschool programs usc the results of these monttoring
visits and feedback from family satisfaction surveys to inform ongoing quality improvement

work.
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State level CPP staff also support continuous quality improvement in CPP participating
programs. through ongoing monitoring and professional development supports. Stafl use an iPad
app version of key concepts from the Colorado Quality Standards and in the 2012-2013 school
year, state stalt provided . lechnical assistance visits ando[ﬁcial sile review  Vvisils.
Throughout its history, CPP participating programs to participate in Qualistar Colorado, the
State’s voluntary TQRIS, and to pursue voluntary accreditation through NAEYC.

TORIS. Colorado Shines, the State’s next generation Tiered Quality Rating and
Improvement System (TQRIS), is now in the early stages of phased mplementation. The TQRIS
will assess, enhance and communicate the level of quality in early education and care for afi
licensed providers in Colorado, including programs and sites in the Colorado Preschool Program.
Colorado 1s only onc of a handful of statcs using this approach, which recognizes cffective
enforcement of licensing requirements as a critical lever to promote children’s development. The
ncwly designed system offers. a unifying sct of standards and helps asswre all children have
higher quality early learning experiences that will prepare them for success in kindergarten and
beyond. Aligned with other early care and education state and national standards and programs
(Head Start, NAEYC accreditation, National Association of Family Child Care, Colorado
Preschool Program), Colorado Shines fosters lnkages, increases collaboration and partnerships,
and promotes efficiency and coordmation m monitoring and accountability. Section (C)(2)
provides a more detalled description ol the operation of the TQRIS and its Program Standards.

Data on CPP Impact on Student Growth. The most recent CPP data reported by CDE to
the Colorado General Assembly (pkase refer to Attachment 11) show great short- and long -term
outcomes. Data show positive trends i

= fall-to-spring growth in the year before Kindergarten compared to widely held
expectations.
= state assessment results for CPP graduates through 8" grade compared to other at-risk
children not participating in CPP
» grade retention for CPP graduates compared to other at-risk children not participating
= the impact of CPP on early-grade literacy
(B)(5) Coordination of preschool programs and services, in partnership with its Early

Leaming Advisory Council, with other State and Federal resources
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The Early. Childhood Leadership Commission (ECLC), created in 2010 as Colorado's
carly childhood statc advisory council, was rcauthorized by kgislation n 2013 as the entity
charged and entrusted as the proactive champion for high-quality, outcome-focused programs.
and services [or pregnant women and for children bath to age eight in Colorado. This high-level,
mteragency, cross-sector, public-private commission accelerates and sustamns Colorado’s
commitment to improve outcomes for young chikdren by promoting a shared vision and strategic
direction for an aligned system of services and supports. The Commission is. comprised of
twenty gubernatorial-appoimnted mdividuals consistent with membership outlined in the Head
Start Act. The Commission cstablishcs committees to focus on specific initiatives and scopes of
work, which maximizes subject matter expertise and stakeholder engagement. Itis within this
cxisting organizational structurc that the Commission will endorse the creation of the Colorado
Preschool Program (CPP) Advisory Group to ensure membership compliance as stated within the
Preschool Development Grant Program Requirement (1),

The wvision of the CPP Advisory Group is to create a collaborative, cross-agency body
with representation from early childhood providers including community child care centers,
Head Start programs, and urban/rural public schools, early childhood advocacy groups, early
childhood associations, and will also include Colorado’s Chikd Care Development Fund
administrator, the State Part C Coordmator, the Section 619 Coordnator, the State Title 1
Director, the State Coordinator of Education for Homeless Chikdren and Youth, and a minimum
of two family members. Through consistent engagement, the CPP Advisory Group will bring
diverse perspectives and provide leadership as Colorado works to expand the State Preschool
Program and create high-quality preschool opportunities for all children. Specilically, the CPP
Advisory Group will identify barriers to and opportunities that:

= [Increase the physical capacilty ol early childhood programs to serve more children;

= Increase the professional development capacity of teachers to support the standards
outlned in the grant definition of high-quality preschool programs;

= Ensurc preschool is integrated into a birth to third grade continuum;

= Ensure a mixed delivery system that supports family choice, especially for children with

special necds;
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= Support a comprehensive service delivery system to meet the individual needs of chikdren
and familics.

CDHS Office of Early Childhood. In 2012, Governor Hickenlooper amounced. the
creation of the Colorado Department of Human Services Oflice of Early Childhood, 1o
consolidate and better admnister early childhood programs m Colorado. The Office. was
developed in response (o a proposal mitiated by the Early Childhood Leadership Commission (o
bring together seven programs that previously existed m four divisions within the Colorado
Department ol Human Services, including licensing, child care qualty mitiatives, Part C, and the
child care subsidy program. The Officc of Early Childhood pursucs six goals:

=  Provide access to necessary supports to get all Colorado children ready for Kindergarten
and rcading by 3rd grade;

*  Provide comnmunity and family access to services for optimal early childhood
devclopment;

= (Create a coordinated system of early wentification and intervention;

* Incrcase access to quality carly lkearnming for all children;

. Colluborate with partners to create a coordnated system;

*  Support continuous quality improvement.

As described throughout this application, CDHS and CDE cross-department
collaborations inchide Results Matter, Colorado Shines, several quality enhancement initiatives,
data mking, and development of 4 workforce development.

CDE Office of Early Learning and School Readiness. The Office of Early Learmning and
School Readmess (OELSR) administers mubktiple program serving families and children birth to
eight years of age and in close collaboration with CDHS as described above. CDEs
organizational structure encourages ahgnment and coordination across age kvels, programs and
funding streams to meet the needs of children who may be at risk due to socio-economic factors
such as poverty and high mobility as well as those with identificd disabilitics.  State level work
with federal programs, including special education and Title L, is well-coordinated and serves to
maximize resource use for preschool programming.  The OELSR coordinates cxtensively with
the CDHS Office of Early Childhood to ensure a coordinated and accessible system that

optimizes opportunities to leverage local, state and federal resources.
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Universal Application. The Universal Application project includes efforts to increase
familics’ knowledge of and casc in applying for carly childhood programs. Colorado agencics
have created a coordmated system that allows parents to use a smgle portal to apply for various
forms of family assistance. In 2014, the application 18 being expanded (o addearly childhood
focused programs, including the Colorado Preschool Program, Colorado Chikd Care Assistance
Program, Head Stari, Special Education Services Home Visiting, Nutrition {WIC, National
School Lunch Program). The umiversal system offers convenience and improved customer
service to families, whike enabling programs to better update information and renewal remuinders,
increase recruitment, quantify demand and understand capacity.

(B)(6) The State's role in promoting coordination of preschool programs and services at the
State and local levels with other sectors

Coordinated Services. School districts keverage CPP funds by using the existing
infrastructurc in their communitics to serve children, incliding Head Start and community
settings. CDE gives funding priority to school districts that assure these partnerships. Children
with disabilitics arc provided access to a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive
environment determined by the child’s IEP team based on the individual needs of the child.
Historically, preschool-age children with disabilities may receive access to general education in
Head Start, child care or district preschool settings.

The CPP authorizing statute and rules require school districts to coordinate preschool
programming with family support services for children and ther families. Family support
services include information and referral and education materials relating to nuirition,
imnunization, health care and dental care, parenting education and support and social services
programs. Colorado’s Early Childhood Councils (ECCs), the 31 regional coordinating
structures for early chiklhood services play a key role to this end. According to the authorizing

kegislation, the role of ECCs is to “improve and sustain the availability, accessibility, capacity

and quality of early chiklhood services for children and families throughout the state.” Early
childhood scrvices arc defined as including carly care and cducation, famjly support, mental
health and health. Early Childhood Councils bring together local partners from each of the four
domains to cnsurc that local services to young children are plentiful, of high quality, and casily

available to anyone who needs them. Councils work by making jomt funding and investment
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decisions, improving local policies, engaging the public and stakeholders, and building local
lkcadership within the system.

C. ENSTRING QUALITY IN PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

(C)(1) Use no more than 5% of funds for infrastructure and quality improvements
5% of the grants funds will be mvested in mfrastructure and quality improvements to
advance the goal ol exemplary CPP inplementation in every community. Activities will include:
Statewide Needs Assessment: Contract persomnel to conduct a statewide needs assessment
regarding physical and infrastructure capacity 1o support large scale preschool expansion,

incrcasc in full-day preschool and statewide full-day kindergarten

Strategic Planning: Contract personnel to conduct strategic planning process to help

Colorado prepare for increased state and federal opportunities for lurge scake expansion

Program Evaluation: Determine status of statewide CPP implementation on key High
Quality Preschool criteria to inform strategic resource and policy planning.  This will focus on
key components not evaluated through other means including detailed analysis of the extent to
which the Colorado Preschool Program impkmentation mects expectations for High Staft
Qualifications, Full-Day Programming, High-Quality Inclusive Classrooms, and Instructional
Staft Salaries.

Alrernative Pathways to Teacher Licensure Inciuding Scholarships for CPP Teachers:
Create new avenues for Colorado Preschool Program teachers to pursue a degree and teacher
licensure to provide traming for CPP staff on strategic career path and facilitate engagement with
the early childhood credentialing system (Years | and 2) and to provide a targeted scholarship
program for non-degreed CPP teachers (building on RTC-ELL funding) i Years 3 and 4.

Principal Academies: Enhance the understanding, capacity and commitment of principals
and program directors 1o oversee High Quality Preschool Programs siuated m schools or
community settings. The academies will:

=  help district or program leadership. understand the need for capacity building

= assist district keadership to apply the National Association of Elementary School

Principals (NAESP) carly chikdhood lcarning community standards
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*  build school district and local champions of early childhood education, High Quality
Preschool programs and a P3 approach

»  strengthen algnment with kindergarten and toward a seamless P3 continuum

Monitoring and Implementation Support: 2.0 FTE Senior Consultant Level Staft to provide
the mplementation support to Subgranteees described m this State Plan and to manage grant
record keeping and reporting responsibilities.
(C}{2) Implement a system for monitoring and supporting continuous improvement
(C)}2)}a) Capacity to measure preschool quality and inform continuous improvement

The heart of the monitoring process is

theTQRIS.  As noted, monitoring of CPP programs
using the Colorado Quality Standards has
historically occurred through twice yearly visits

from the District Advisory Council and through

periodic site Building
montoring  visits Blocks »  Staff is entered into Professional Development Information System
_ (PDIS}
by CPP regional Program ¢ 75% of staff complete Level |l training modules {10 hours each)
support staff. must be *  Quality Indicators self-assessment {score of 3.0 or better)
licensed 1 s Quality Improvement Plan Application for Level Il status submitted 2

These activities
will now be augmented by full participation in Colorado Shines, the State’s new TQRIS. To
facilitate Subgrantee understanding and meaningful engagement with the TQRIS relative to the
requirements of the grant, CDE has developed a crosswalk between the Structural Elements,  the
Colorado Quality Standards and the TQRIS standards. (please refer to Attachment 13).
Programs will be encowraged to pursuc higher qualty levels over the term of the grant. Existing
CPP program quality monitoring and mmprovement requrements will be adjusted relative to. the.
TQRIS level each program has accomplished.

As lllustrated above, Colorado Shines s a hybrid blocks and ponts system. Levels 1 and 2
are building blocks to quality, and managed by a team of CDHS licensing specialists. Levels 3-5
are a pomts system that also includes an assessor evaluation and &4 mmimum of pomnts to be

earned and will be managed by the contracted ratings administrator, with oversight by the Olfice
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of Early Childhood’s QRIS Manager. The State of Colorado’s TQRIS Provider Guidance
Document scts out the cvidence programs/providers can produce to carn points ata Level 3, 4 or
5 Rating, mcluding Ttatpants | -
administering and using Workforce Qualifications and Professional Development

[ ]
feedback from an annual i | i

Family Partnerships
| 1

Lzve, 3 | Level 4 | Lave

20
refer to Attachment 12) 26 Leadership, Management &dministraﬂon
13
7

Prolessional :

29

Learning Environment + ERS Score

[ 10 |
[ 8 ]

. 2
development opporiunities [ 13 -
. Child Health

will support CPP prograns, 0 “- n
including grant funded o Optional Point Areas

programs, as they JOm Minimum Requirement for Rating

53

Colorado Shings. Training Average ERS Scores

belowa 3.0 below 2 4.0 elutsroom bekaw 1 5.0

devclopment relate to the TQRIS
standard areas, the Environment Rating Scales, program self-assessment and developing a
quality improvement plan. All professional development related to TQRIS will directly link to
the Professional Development Information System. Financial mcentives, still under development,
will be available to Colorado Shines TQRIS participants at Levels 3-5to assist in the costs to
provide higher standards of quality education and care.

Priority Practice Toolkit and Checklist: Going Deeper with Continuous Quality
Improvement. CDE has dentified four priorty areas as targets for drilling deeper to better

understand. and support teacher knowledge and skills in Subgrantee settings and ultimately in all

CPP settings :
1. Family engagement
2. Supporting dual language leancrs
3. Effective transitions
4. High quality inclusion

To facilitate this work, the team has begun development of a Priority Practice Toolkit that

brings together documents found essential for assuring high quality preschool services by each
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subgrantee. The Toolkit will not only provide the CDE a manner in which to track subgrantee
progress on providing superior preschool scrvices to children and familics, it can also be used by
preschool programs. across the state m evaluating their own programs i order to continually
Iprove  services.

The Tookit is bult on the strength of current research of early childhood.  Tools selected
are supported from leaders of research in the field such as the National Association for the
Education of Young Chikiren (NAEYC) , the Wisconsin Center for Education Research, the
National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER), and the Division for Early Childhood
(DEC). The resources contribute a solid body of evidence to be used by the CDE as well as
individual early care and education programs. Instruments in the Toolkit are directly culled from
these. strong resowrecs such as NAEYC and the Office of Head Start. Tools include the Head
Start Program Preparedness Checklist: Serving Dual Language Learners and ther Families,
which cmphasizcs best practicc when working with chikdren Icarning English as therr second
language. WIDA Standards, created through the Wisconsin Center for Education Research is an
additional tool which will help programs to use the “can do” descriptors to better serve children
at every level of ther English Language Proficiency journey. Also included is the NAEYC
checklist on best practice for engaging families in an early childhood program. Other
mstruments for quality improvement are the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale
(ECERS}, the CLASS Observation Tool, and the Teaching Pyramid Observation Tool (TPOT) as
they are recognized as valid and reliable tools. Program evaluation mformation regarding the
mclusion of all children, which encompasses children with disabilities, those learning Enghsh as
a second language, and children identified with additional risk factors, will also be a part of the
Toolkit. References would meclude the Head Start Center for Inclusion, NAEYC, and DEC.

The CDE team is developing a condensed checklist representing key practices pulled
from these various resources to guide ongoing high level check-ins with preschool teams to both
monitor progress and to guide technical assistance and other professional development strategics.
To personalize the Toolkit further for its relevant use in Colorado, each ekment s linked directly
to the Colorado Shines Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) and the Colorado.
Preschool Program (CPP).

(C)2)(b) Use a SLDS able to track student progress from preschool through third grade .
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Colorado has a strong track record of building and using an early childhood longitudinal
data systcm and has recently invested cven more in building systems gearcd toward carly
childhood data. The State’s development of data systems can be traced back to. 2003 when
Colorado began assigning unique identifiers to all state- and federally funded- children served in
a variety of settings. This mcluded chidren m the Colorado Preschool Program and children
receiving preschool special education services. Because of this mvestment, CDE can track results
for the earliest cohort of state-finded preschoolers all the way through the end of muiddle school.
Colorado 1s also umique in that it has an early chiklhood oulcomes measurenment system {Results
Matter) that incorporates data not only from children in CPP and preschool special education,
but also Head Start, children whose families pay tuition, chikdren in child care, family child care,
ctc. This system cnabks the Statc to comparc outcomes in preschool for children receiving a
variety of subsidies and interventions, and to analyze longitudinal data in relation to differences
in carly childhood cxpericnces. Exampkes of these analyses can be found in the CPP annual
kgslative report (Attachment 11).

Colorado has been an active participant in the last few rounds of the federal Statewide

Longitudinal Data System c Provider
. ] ) ) R g Toddlerand '<indergarten 2u:llty Registryand Tracking Riporltin? a?d
grant program. The goal of ©  preq Readiness atng St b Development nalysis o
= = Assessment  Integrated PEIency o reeningData  Datafrom EC
S Assessment Dat ith Management dReteral Systems
Colorado’s SLDS project - Data - Licensing e

has been to enable the

secure and efficient sharing

Web Portal
with Data
Warehouse

Learning
Management
System

K-
Readiness Child Care

Developmental

of educational data, from Screening

SYSTEM

Licensing

preschool to K- 12 to higher

education/career and

SLDS (Capture and Link)
technical education 1o workforce development agencies, for the purposes ol educational research

and policy-making. Three strategic objectives phases were identified as Captwre, Link, and

Provide:

Capture involved the modernization of our data collection infrastructure in order to
collect relevant information about students and cducators. Data collection has shifted from a

program-centric to a more child-centric collection model, enabling faster and more accurate data
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submissions from districts (including data on CPP and preschool special education). The
Teacher-Student Data Link, also financed through SLDS, will connect student achicvement data
to teacher and other educators, supporting contmuous mprovement of teacher preparation
program and prolessional practice.

Link 1s about linking student and educator data m the Colorado Department of Education
(CDE) with records from relevant state agencies. State-of-the-art technology will enable CDE to
Iink child-level data among five major state agencies, mcluding data from early childhood.
programs administered through CDE and CDHS. Data sharing agreements have been signed by
CDE and four other agencies.

Fmally, Provide is about delivering timely, student-focused information to parents,
students, educators, policymakers, and rescarchers. Much of the work has centered around
Colorado’s SchoolView portal and Growth Model for graphically representing K-12 growth and
achicvemcnt data in the same view, a first-of-its-kind medel in the nation.

Although the SLDS grant project is closing out and moving more toward an operations
phasc, Colorado is committing resources beyond ow SLDS grant to build out an carly childhood
integrated  data system. In 2014, CDE and CDHS entered into agreement to link data between
Colorado Preschool Program, Part B/Preschool Special Education, Part C/Early Intervention,
Head Start, Early Head Start, Results Matter (early childhood assessment), Colorado Child Care
Assistance. Program, School Readiness Quality Improvement Program. and K-12 data (including
school readimess data, standardized test scores, graduation rates, and more). In 2014, the
Colorado General Assembly committed (3@ Jin state [unds which, combined with S300,000
in Race to the Top Early Learnng Challenge grant funds, will be used to carry out this data
sharmg. The data sharing workgroup is actively partnering with the Early Childhood Leadership
Comnussion’s data subcomnuttee 1o guide our work, identily key analysis questions, and suggest
system enhancements. Our RTT-ELC grant is also dedicated to buikding an early childhood
workforce registry (the Professional Development Information System), which will encapsulatc
information not just for CDE licensed teachers, but all early childhood professionals including
tcachers with other certifications and paraprofessionals. RTT-ELC funds also arc helping to
builld Colorado Shines, our TQRIS, which will link to the workforce registry and the state

longitudinal data system. In short. Colorado’s ambitious data system design will allow for
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longitudinal analysis from the early years, to preschool, all the way through K-12, postsecondary

cducation and the workforce, ultimatcly producing information on classrooms, tcachers and

children m CPP to identify opportunities for ongoing program improvements. .

(C)2)(c) Measureable outcomes, including school readiness

The CDE and its partners arc committed to the following measurcable outcomes:

L.

(]

All grant related activities and oblgations have been completed on time mcluding the
addition ol new slots and the creation of improved slots in accordance with the grant
requireine nts,

All sites in participating Early Learming Programs will have achieved a minimumnm
TQRIS rating of Level 4

All children funded through grant funds will receive ongoing assessment and
Individual Learning Plans aligned with the Early Leaming and Development
Guidelines to ensure that every child is on track for success in kindergarten (please
refer to (C)(3) for details on child outcomes measurcment)

The number of four-year-olds served by in full-day programs CPP (over and above
participating ELPs) will havc increased overall

The number of teachers with bachelor’s degrees in the CPP will have increased
overall between the Year 1 status cvaluation and the end of Year 4

A minimum of 500 principals will have attended an Early Childhood Principal
Academy

. A statewide needs assessiment will be completed and resuls used to drive information

sharing and technical assistance related to capacity buiding in expectation of a major

scale-up of CPP

- CPP will have a data and stakeholder driven 10 year-strategic plan o drive

contmuous quality improvement and large scale capacity buiding

- CPP will be able to provide stakeholders with pre- and post-grant evaluation results

that will also be uscd to drive stratcgic planning and continuous quality improvement
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(C)(3) Measure the outcomes of participating children

Preschool Outcomes Measurement. Outcomes of participating children will be measured

as they are for children funded through CPP and preschool special education utilizing three.

stralegies:

School readiness expectations (encompassing both developmental and academic

domains) arc measured through carly childhood asscssments provided through the

Results Matter program. These assessments occur three times a year during a child’s
participation in the CPPincluding at the spring transition from preschool to kindergarten.
Results are analyzed i relation to the Colorado Early Leammng and Development
Guidelines, preschool and kindergarten requirements of the Colorado Academic
Standards and widely held age expectations for the age group.

In addition to analyzing assessment results relative to Early Learning and Development
Guidelines, academic standards and widely held age expectations for development and
kearning, Colorado also employs, for all children, the three functional outcomes orignally
decveloped by the USDOE Office of Special Education Programs for young children with
disabilities (positive socialemotional skills, acquisition and use of knowledge and skills
and use of appropriate behaviors to neet therr needs).  Results for all chidren are run
through an additional algorithm to arrive at ratings on these outcomes. These ratings
permit a common metric across multipke assessment tools and populations of children and
also allow for summary data to be shared with various stakeholder groups. The same
measures are used with all preschool children — CPP, preschool special education, Head
Start, and tuition. By monitoring each child’s progress across multiple domams, teachers,
parents, schools and caregivers are able 1o provide the support needed to ensure each
child’s success m school.

For all children in CPP, the following measure for CDEs “Start Strong Goal 17 is used:
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Perceniage of Colorado Preschool rogram lour-year-olds who are meeling age expeclalions on
80% or moreof readiness indicators in six developmental and academic domains on the spring
Teaching Sirategies GOLI* assessment:

Actual Targets

2012 2013 2014 2015 I 2016 I 2017 2018
Social-Emotional | 88.71% | 87.45% 85.53%
Development
Physical 88.64% | 88.56% 94.94%
Development
Language 86.38% | 83.50% 81.72%
Development
Cognitive 91.98% | 91.37% 89.63%
Development
Literacy 82.16% | 81.72% 79.78% 80.03% 81.0% 8§2.0%% 83.0%
Mathematics 67.28% | 67.38% 65.79% 66.04% 67.0% 68.0% 70.0%
n-size | ~o080 |~12000 |~13525

_Kindergarten Entry Assessment. Begmning i the 2015/2016 school year, all mcoming
kindergarteners will be assessed using onc of Colorado’s approved schoel readiness asscssments.
As with all chidren funded through CPP and preschool special education, grant supported
children will be provided with unique identifiers. that will allow the CDE to monitor status at
kindergarten entry (as well as more longitudinal resulis on K-3 literacy assessments). = As part of
its. RTT-ELC. plan, thc CDE has been managing a large-scak implementation of Teaching.
Strategies GOLD® in kindergarten. The Teaching Strategies GOLD® assessiment was the first
instrument approved by the State Board of Education and the State now has two years of
experience. m implementing this ongoing assessment with thousands of kindergarteners.  In
meeting its goal to offer a menu of kindergarten assessments, the State Board of Education
approved three additional mstruments on October &, 2014:  Riverside Early Assessments of
Leaming, Desired Resulls Development Profie and Teaching Strategies GOLD Survey.  All
mstruments are ongomng observational assessments, and meet the National Research Council’s
indicators for appropriate assessment. = School districts that have not vet started kindergarten
assessment will be expected 1o select one of the approved tools, conplete training and begmn

assessing incoming Kindergarteners i the fall of 2015.
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Summary High-Quality Plan for Ensuring Quality C(1)-(3)

Section (C)1) Use no more than 5% of funds for infrastructure and quality improvements

ID. | Section | Activity Description Start Duration Finish Lead Role
(Months)

l Develop. a detailed project 172015 1 272015 CPP
management plan for mfrastructure Director
development activities

2 Engage consultants to manage 312015 1 472015 CPP
Needs Assessment and Strategic Director
Planning proccsscs

3 Hire staff to provide 272015 1 372015 CPP
implementation supports and Drector
monitoring to Subgrantees

4 Schedule, plan and implkment 4/2015 8 1272015 | Project Stafl
Principal Institutes Year 1

5 Design and implement plan for 4/2015 8 12/2015 | Project Staff
awarding CPP teacher scholarships,

6 Engage consullant to design and 3/2015 3 6/2015 CPP
conduct CPP evaluation Director

7 Engage Subgrantees and ELPs in 372015 Ongoing | Ongoing | CPP Staft
CPP sponsored workshops

8 Require Subgrantees to adnunister 8/15 Ongoing | Ongomg | Results
assessiments (TS GOLD) through Matter Staft
Results Matter to measure
children’s school readiness and
engage families in the assessment
process.

Section (C)(2) Implement a system for monitoring
8 Support Subgrantees in begmning 6/2015 Ongoing 12/2018 | Project
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to work on next rating up in TQRIS

Staff

9 Finalize Priority Practicc Toolkit 6/2015 2 8/2015 Projcct
and Checklist Staff

10 | Introduce Toolkit to Subgrantee 972015 1 10/2015 | Project
sites; begin using Toolkit for Ongoing Ongoing | Staft
monttoring and planning TA

Section (C}3) Measure the outcomes of participating children

1T | Assurc that all chikdren in the Annually | 1 Annually | Results
program have a unique identifier — Sep | —QOct 1 Matter
assigned Staft

12| Provide technical assistance and Ongoing Results
supporl 1o Subgrantees n using the Matier
preschool assessnment system Staff
reliably

13 | Assist Subgrantees m utilizing 1172015 Ongoing Ongoing | Results
assessment reports Matter

Staff

14 | Assure that assessment results for Annually 1 Anmnually | Results
exiting children are passed through | — May 1 —June 1 | Matter
oulcome ratings process. Stafl

15 | Assure that all data is captured to Annually 1 Amually | Results
compare. results. to CDE Goal 1 —May 1 —June 1 | Matter
targets Staff

D. EXPANDING HIGH-QUALITY PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS IN EACH HIGH-NERD. COMMUNITY

(D)}1) How the State has sclected Subgrantecs and High-Need Communitics.

and community needs data including poverty data, Federal free and reduced price meal eligibility

To identify High Need Communitics, the State considered school district, county-level

data, othcr data on vulnerable familics, number of CPP children currently served, number of

PR/Award # 54188150022

Page e52




eligihle CPP children not being served, and findings from a comprehensive Colorado Early

Childhood Neceds Assessment published in late 2011, The Statc also invited local communitics to

provide data regarding their needs. Specific outreach methods and the process for selecting

grantees 15 described in Section (D)(3). There are no federally-designated Promise Zones i

Colorado.

The tablkes below identify the Subgrantees with whom the State will contract o cairy out

its State Plan and describe the needs of the High Need Communities m which the Subgrantees
will serve Ehgible Children m High Quality Preschool Programs.
Table (D)(1)-1. High-Nced Communities. to be Scrved by Subgrantecs.

Subgrantee Subgrantee High-Need Commumity Geographic
Type. (County) Diversity/Setting
South Central
Huerfano School District LEA Hucrfano. County Rural
Las Animas School
District LEA Bent County Rural
Alamosa Schools LEA Alamosa County Rural
Ccenter Consolidated Rio Grande and Saguachc
School District LEA counties Rural
South Conejos School
District LEA Conejos County Rural
Canon City Schools LEA Fremont County Urban
Fountain Ft. Carson
Public Schools. LEA El Paso County Rural/Military
Southwest
Southern Ute Head Start Head Start La Plata County Tribal
Bright Futures Early San Miguel, Delta, Montrose
Private
Childhood Council counties Rural
nonprofit

Gunnison Watershed
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Subgrantee High-Need Commumity Geographic
Subgrantee
Type (County) Diversity/Setting
School District LEA Gunnison County Rural
Montelores Early Private Montezuma and Dolores
Childhood Council nonprofit counties Rural, Tribal
North Central
Brush School District LEA Morgan County Rural
Thompson Valley School
District LEA Larimer County Suburban
Boulder Valley School
District LEA Boulder Urban
Northwest
Eagle County School
District LEA Eagle County Rural
Grand Beginnings Early Private
) Grand and Summit Counties
Childhood Center nonprofit Rural
Moflat County School
District LEA Moffat County Rural
Family Development
Center of Steamboat
_ Private
Springs . Routt County Rural
nonprorfit
Northwest BOCES. LEA Routt County Rural
Metropolitan Denver
City and County of Denver
Head Start
Mile High Montessori and Adams County Urban
grantee.
City and County of Denver
Clayton Early Learning Private Urban
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Subgrantee High-Need Community Geographic
Subgrantee
Type (County) Diversity/Setting
nonprofit
Private City and County of Denver
Catholic Charities Urban
nonprofit
City and County of Denver
Denver Public: Schools LEA Urban
Head Start
Ability Connections Arapahoe County Urban
grantcc.
Adams 14 School District LEA Adams County Suburban
Mapkton School District LEA Adams County Urban
Sewall Child City and County of
Private
Development Center Denver Urban
nonprofit
City and County of Denver
REACH LEA Urban
Englewood School
District LEA Arapahoe County Suburban
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Table (D)(1)-2. Needs Data for High-Need Commumities. to Be Served

High Need Children Number of | Births to Children ELL Percent 3
Community Qualifying | Children Women Under 18 | Learners & 4-Year-
for Free. | Under 5 | with Less | in Poverty | (2013) Ol
o og | Yeasof |wan12 | @o12) Children
Price Age Years Attending
Meals (2012) Education Preschool
(2013) (2012) (2008-
2012)
COLORADO | 41.9% 337,626 14.5% 18.1% 14.5% 49.0%.
South Central
Huerfano 73.1% 277 21.2% 40.7% 1.1% 46.2%
Bent 66.4% 212 14.3% 35.6% 3.4% 43.8%
Las Animas 49.39 770 25.2%. 27.8% 2.8% 60.8%
Alamosa 71.2% 1,178 15.2% 32.6% 14.0% 41.4%
Rio Grande 61.0% 736, 22.8%. 32.6% 10.7%. 49.7%
Saguache 83.4% 415 25.85 47.1% 23.3% 49.29%
Concjos 60.9% 616 12.9% 34.5% 1.9% 36.4%
Fremont 54.3% 1,993 13.6% 26.4% l.1% 44 4%
El Paso 37.5% 45,936 10.2% 18.2% 6,4% 41.6%
Southwest
Delores 43.7% 115 22.7%. 14.7%. 0%. 37.9%
La Plata 32.2% 2,859 8.9% 15.2% 3.4% 32.1%
San Miguel . 33.3% 426, 11.4%, 17.1% 9.5% 52.3%
Gunnison 26.6% 788 10.9% 18.9% 9.0% 83.9%
Montrose. 54.0% 2,388 21.9% 25.0% 15.8% 53.2%
Dela 50.8% 1,681 20.1%. 23.5% 7.6% 38.9%
Montezuma 55.8% 1,542 21.8% 31.5% 4.7% 42.0%
North Central
Morgan 60.4% 2,245 30.% 20.0%. 22.8% 56.1%
38

PR/Award # 54188150022

Page e56



High Need Children Number of | Births to Chikdren ELL Percent 3
. Qualtying | Children Women Under 18 | Learners & 4-Year-
Community
for Free | Under 5 | with Less | in Poverty | (2013) Ol
angladduce d Years of than 12 (2012) Children
Price Age Years Attending
Meals (2012) Education Preschool
(2013) (2012) (2008-
2012)
Larimer 32.0% 17,613 9.5% 13.4% 6.0% 54.5%
Boukler . 27.4% 15,826 10.8% 13.0%. 12.1% 63.0%
Northwest
Eagle 42.4% 3,599 19.7%. 14.3% 34.6% 48.3%
Grand 33.2% 658 13.1% 15.2% 9.1% 31.8%
Summit 37.4% 1,505 15.4%. 12.7% 25.8% 47.4%
Moffat . 43 4% 919 21.1% 17.0% 9.5% 56.6%
Routt 22.3% 1,189 6.3% 11.1%. 7.0% 67.2%
Metro
Adams 48.9% 36,801 22.3% 21.7% 22.5% 39.3%
Arapahoe 41.6% 40,154 14.7% 15.7% 20.0% 48.4%
Denver 72.0% 46,360 19.7% 29.1% 36.4% 50.3%

Data Source: 20/4 KIDS COUNT in Coloradoe! Colorado Children’s Campaign (2014)

(D)2) How each High-Need Community is currently underserved

Tablke D(2) shows lor each High Need Community identified in this State Plan, the number

and percentage of 4-year-olds m CPP and other publicly- funded preschool programs as well as

other need data. Note that where high percentages of Eligible Children are already served, the

plan is to provide Improvement Slots.
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High-Need Number of 4- | Percentage of Other Relevant Information

Commumities | Year-Olds m | High-Poverty 4-

(by County) CPP and other | Year-Olds in

Publcly CPP and Other
Funded Publicly Funded
Preschool Preschool
Programs Programs
(2013-14)

Metro # %. .

Adams (b)4) One ol the subgrantees, Mike High
Montessorl, 15 a Head Start delegate
agency.

Arapahoe One of the subgrantees, Ability
Conncctions, has a waitlist of 750, which s
on par with the waitlist of 671 m Aurora
Public Schools. 68% of children in Aurora
Public Schools are eligible for free or
reduced price meals.

Denver Denver County will be affected by at least
four subgraniees who are proposing a mix
of ncw and improvement slots (majority
improve ment).

North
Central

Boulder

Larimer Plan is for improvement slots only.

Morgan

Northwest .

Eaglc Subgrantee intends to scrve small
impoverished communities of Red Cliff,
Dotsero and Minturn. FaRM rate = 42.5%.
These communitics. struggle cconomically
and therc arc no preschool programs
available. County has very high cost of
living (ski resort area including Vail and
Beaver Creek). Mediun home value =
$530,900 vs. state median = $236.600).

Grand Subgrantee {Grand Beginnings) will also

serve Summit County. High cost of living
(ski resort towns include Winter Park and
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Moftat

Routt

Sunmit

South
Central

Alamosa

Bent

Conejos

El Paso.

Fremont

(b)(4)

nearby Breckenridge and Keystone).

School district plan 18 for improve ment
slots only, including serving more children
full-day. Limited number of providers in
the community. District reports that they
have seen a ery recent increase in number
of low-income families since 2013-14.

Majority will be mprovement slots. High
cost of living (bedroom community for ski
resort Steamboat Springs)..

Subgrantee {Grand Beginnings) will also
serve Grand County. High cost of living
(ski resort towns of Breckenridge and
Keystone and nearby Winter Park). One of
the highcst costs of child carc in the state.

Plan is for improvement slots only,
inclhiding full-day service for some eligible
children with disabilities.

High poverty ratc (~61% of children under
age 6 at 185% FPL or lower). Plan is for
improvement slots only, in order to move
children from half-day to fullday.

Conejos County 18 one of the poorest
counties. in Colorado. Median household.
income = $34,000 vs. state median =
$58,200.

Fountain-Ft. Carson school district has
grown significantly. In 2008, there were
6,835 students enrolled, including 254
students in full-day kindergarten, and 9
Early Intervention classrooms. In 2013, it
swelled to 8,089 students, 870 students In a
fullday kindergarten, and 13 El
classrooms. Last year, FaRM rate = 48%
and 210 families were homekess.

61% of children ages 0-6have incomes at
or below 200% poverty level. Teen parent
birth datc = 38.6%, comparcd to state
average = 24.3 %. Births to single women
= 38.1%, state. average = 23.4%. Out of
home placement ratc = 21,6 %, state
average = 7.8%. Children ehlgible for free

PR/Award & 54138150022
Page 53

42



Huerfano

Rio Grandc

Saguache

Southwest

Delta

Gunnison

La Plata

Montezuma

Montrose,

San Miguel

(b)(4)

or reduced price meals = 53% in Canon
City.

High poverty rate (FaRM rate = 80%). Plan
is for improvement slots only.

Children in poverty = ~40%. FaRM ratc at
the school >90%. Children often
experience multiple transitions in a typical
day. Most parents work long hours m
potato packaging warehouses. Subgrantee.
(Center school district) covers parts, of Rio
Grand and Saguache counties.

Subgrantce (Centcr school district) is a
school district that spans multipk counties.
See notes from Rio Grande county above.

Combined with Montrose, preschool wait
hst 15 over 100 children. Subgrantee
(Bright Futures) will also be serving
Montrose and San Miguel counties.

Plan is for improvement slots only. FaRM
ratc = 26%. Started a full day classroom
this year but discovered that families of
CPP-funded children generally couldn’t
afford tution for the afternoon portion of
the day.

Plan is for improvement slots only, in order
to serve children full-day.

Main school in this region has been a
"turnaround” school for four straight years.
High poverty ratc as targeted program is a
Head Start.

Combmed with Della, preschool wait hist is
over 100 children. Subgrantee (Bright
Futures) will also be serving Delta and San
Miguel counties.

Plan is for improvement slots. only,
majority for scrving children full-day. High
cost of living (ski resort town Telluride).
Child care costs in Telluride are among the
highest in the state. Norwood i a
turnaround school.
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(D)3) Outreach to potential Subgrantees and the process used to select Subgrantees

The State began communicating the potential for engagement in the Preschool
Development Grant well before the grant was announced. CDE formed a grant advisory group
and members began o conduct direct outreach to ther various constituencies. The day the grant
was announced, a webpage was added to the CDE Office of Early Learning and School
Readiness website contamning links 1o federal resources and placehokders for Colorado-specific
mformation. The State employed a variety of outreach methods, mcluding phone and web-based.
contacts with district early chikdhood and special education leaders, state preschool program
coordinators, resource and referral offices, and Early Childhood Councils, and enlisting state and
community level early chidhood leaders and advocates to spread the word. Written mformation
about thc commitments and opportunitics associated with this cxpansion cffort were sent through
multiple listservs and published in the statewide education weekly newsktier, The Scoop.

The State invited Early Learning Providers interested in receiving subgrants under this
Preschool Development Grant plan to submit a high-level plan for serving additional Eligible
Chikdren in new and improved slots in High Quality Preschool Programs in High Need
Communities. Plans were required to include specific needs data and a proposed budget and CPP
regional staff was on hand to provide assistance where needed. CPPregional staff conducted
outreach to the local communities they support, respondmg to emails and phone calls to. answer
questions and support the submission of ambitious plans anchored in the specific needs of
mdividual High Need Communities. For example, when one Early Learmning Provider mndicated a
need to mvest in curriculum, state staff helped analyze whether a potential curriculum had a
sufficient evidence base. At the request of applicants, CDE staff provided feedback on
prelminary proposals.

Despite an accelerated development process, we believe the applicants’ preparation ol
local proposals was a valuable exercise m thnking through capacity, needs, potential
partnerships and improvement strategics not only for purposes of this grant plan, but also for
long range community planning. State staff reviewed and rated final applications using grant
critcria and state prioritics (family cngagement, dual language lcarners, transtion and inclusion)
as a guide. As the final step in the process, the State asked the selected Subgraniees to submit

Letters of Commitment to accompany this Preschool Development Grant plan.
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The State will continue to work directly with Subgrantees as they refine and implement
therr work scopes. Ongoing site visits and technical assistance wvisits and calls will be
accomplished through the support of two FTE staff members. as well as the existing CPP and
Results Matter regional support teams.  Regional round tables and local learning communities
will be implemented to facilitate communication and learning. Ongomg CPP professional
development opportunities will be extended 1o program participants. Capacity building will start
with local kadership as they attend the principal academies and begin working with the NAESP
standards ol early childhood education learning communities.

(D)(4) How the State will subgrant at least 95 percent of its Federal grant to Subgrantecs
(D)(4)a) Setambitious and achievable annual targets

CDE has idcntified 29 Subgrantees in 26 countics representing all scven of Colorado’s

Congressional Districts. The Subgrantees have committed to the following ambitious targeis for

crcation of New Slots and work on Improved Slots as follows:

New Improved New Improved New Improved New Improved
2015 2015 2016 2016 2017 2017 2018 2018
623 678 717 782 832 962 927 1033

These figures represent the sum of targets set by cach Subgrantee in order to meet the unique
needs of their High-Need Communities. These targets are particularly ambitious given the two
very large CPP cxpansions recently,  Subgrantees arc committed to providing High Quality
Preschool Programming for children who otherwise would go without. A strong feature of most
local plans is targeting Improvement Slots to provide full-day preschool for Eligibke Children
with disabilities. This particular need was strongly voiced at every focus group and nput
scssion sponsored during the grant development period.

CDE and Subgrantees have committed to achieving these targets and accomplbshing all of
the outcomes and activities detailed in the State Plan. These will be achieved through strong
state and local leadership, large scale state level systems development made possible through the
RTT-ELC, a well-developed monitoring and support plan pamed with the existing CPP

mfrastructure.  Moreover, CPP strategic mfrastructure development activities will serve to
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influence policy and planning to keep the program on track for achieving the highest quality

possible.

(D)}4)(b) Incorporate in the State plan
(D)}4)(b)(1) Ambitious expansion of the number of new slots in State Preschool Programs
(D)4)(b)ii) Ambitious improvement of existing State Preschool Program slots.

The following tabk notes the mdividual Subgrantee comnitments over the four-year

grant plan;

Subgrantee ?0612 2Itrjnll; ;}el‘; 21(111}% Izwoel‘; 2111;?; ?oelv; 21(1;1%
Ability Connections 96 96 96 96.
Adams 14 School District 48 80 160 160
Alamosa Schools 60 60 60 60
Boulder Valley Schools 33 15 33 15 33 15 33 15
Bright Futures 48 8 63 g 78 8. 93 8
Brush School District 8 16 16 16
Canon City Schools 60 62 64 65
Catholic Charities 8 18 8 24 8 32 8 38
Center School District 16 15 32 30 48 30 48 30
Clayton Early Learning 32 48 32 48 32 48 32 48
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Denver Public Schools 150 150 150 150

Eagle County Schools 20 35 35 50 35 50 35 50
Englewood Schools 119 119 119 119
Family Development Cir 25 20 25 20 25 20 25 20
Fountain Ft Carson Schools 64 96 128 160

Grand Begimings 14 6 14 6 18 6 18 6

Gunnison Schools 12 14 16 16
Huerfano School District 45 45 45 45
Las Animas Schools 32 48 48 48
Maplketon School District 15 17 23 25 71 41 119 57
Mile High Montessori 16 16 16 32 16 80
Moffat County Schools 48 48 48 48
Montelores ECC 32 16 32 16 32 16 32 16
Northwest BOCES 20 20 20 20
REACH 15 15 15 15
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Sewall Child Development 15 - 15 . 15 N 15

South Congjos Schools 16 8 16 8 16 8 16 8
Southern Ute Head Start . 12 N 12 N 12, N 12
Thompson Valkey Schools - 16 . 24 N 64 . 64

Ambitious and achievable plans for expansion ol new slots and improvement of existing
slots were developed by each Subgrantee based on ther community needs. These pluns are
supported by Letters of Commitment submutted by Subgrantees (pkase refer to. Attachment 14)
and are summarized in Attachment 15.

As noted, upon notice of grant award we will use the submitted proposals as the basis for
dctailed Scopes of Work associated with a formal Memorandum of Understanding to be entered
with each Subgrantee. The State has already begun the process of analyzing the technical
assistancc and training nceds individual Subgrantces and groups of Subgrantces may need to
carry out theirr expansion plans successfully and eftectively. The Scopes of Work will also detail
State roles and responsibilities under this Plan.

(D)(5) How the State, in coordination with each Subgrantee, plans. to sustain High-Quality
Preschool Programs after the grant period ends

A key strategy for sustamability 1 coordinated advocacy for national, state and local
mvestments in high quality learning and development programs for Eligible Children. This
mcludes advocacy for expanded full-day opportunities for Eligibke Children who are four years
old and kindergarten-bound including chidren with disabilities.

Colorado’s philanthropic community and advocacy community are conumitied (o
pursuing continued expansion of CPP and the successful implementation of the State’s RTT-
ELC plan. They are also commitied to buiding public support for these mvestments through

public information campaigns and mformational events such as lecture series, principal
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academies and reports to elected officials and the public that document the positive outcomes

associated with children cenrolied in the Colorado Preschool Program.

The State will also provide technical assistance to Subgrantees m dentifying and

pursuing supplemental funding opportunities, engaging the business comnunity, taking

advantage of future CPP expansion opportunities, bullding physical capacity, and leveraging

exisling resources.

Summary High-Quality Plan for D(1)-(5)

ID | Section | Activity Description Start Duration Finish Lead Role.
(Months)

| (D4 | Use the Preschool 172015 | 22015 CPP
Development Grant proposals Regional
submitted. by Subgrantees as a Support
basis for developmg specific Staff
Scopes of Work for the grant
term for each Subgrantee.

2 (D)4) | Finalize MOUs including 12015 3 32015 CPP
specific Scopes of Work with Regional
Subgrantees within 90 days. of Support
notice. of award Staff

3 (D)4) | Subgrant at kast 95% of the 372015 | Ongoing Ongoing | CPP
Federal grant to Subgrantees Drwector
over the grant term

4 | (D)4) | Implement the Scopes of 3/2015 | Ongoing 12/2018 | Subgrantees
Work (Item 1) to serve with Grant
additional Eligible Children in Staff
High Quality Preschool Support
Programs m High Need
Communities

5 (D)4) | Monitor the Subgrantees’ 4/2015 | Ongoing 12/2018 | Project
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progress in implementing their Staff
plans to meet annual targets

for the number and percentage
of addional Ehgible Children

to be Served

6 (D¥4) | Provide assistance and 3/2015 Ongoing 12/2018 | Grant Staff
supports to ensure CPP
Subgrantees’ capacity to serve Regional
Eligible Children m High Staff

Quality Preschool Programs
and to comply with CPP
requrements, the MOUSs, and
Preschool Development Grant
Program Requirements (Refer

10 Section E).

7 | (D)4) | Support Subgrantees. in 112015 | Ongoing 12/2015 | Grant Staff
cxploring and formalizing
strategies. to sustain High

Quality Preschool Programs.

E. COLLABORATING WITH EACH SUBGRANTEE AND ENSURING STRONG PARTNERSHIPS

(E)1) The roles and responsibilities. of the State and Subgrantces in implementing the Plan
Both the State and the Subgrantees will
keverage an incrcasingly coherent and robust
Early Chidhood system infrastructure in
carrying out their respective responsibilitics.

under this Preschool Development Grant Plan.

Sections B and C of this application detail the
various state early childhood system -
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components that promote and ensure quality in the Colorado Preschool Program and other early
childhood scttings that serve Eligible Children: the Results Matter carly chikdhood assessment
systen; Colorado Shines TQRIS; enhancements, to the workforce development systemn; efforts to
establish a seamless birth to age eight continuum-all anchored in the Colorade Early Learning
and Development Guidelines. The State and the Subgrantees will also leverage Early Childhood
Councils and the existing CPP mfrastructure to carry out their roles under this Plan. We do not
repeat the descriptions of these components here; rather we underscore that they serve as the
foundation on which this State Plan is buili, and enable its ambitious scope.

The Letters of Commitment from Subgrantees (please refer to Attachment 14) affirm
theirr understanding of the responsibilities associated with participation in Colorado’s Preschool
Dcvelopment Grant Plan. Each Subgrantee submittcd a proposal for delivering new and/or
mprovement slots in High Quality Preschool Programs to Eligible Children in High Need
Communitics over the cowrse of the grant term. Within 90 days of notice of award, these plans
will be translated into detailed individual Scopes of Work that will be incorporated into a
Mcmorandum of Understanding (MOU) entered between the Colorado Department of Education
and each Subgrantee.

The CDE will monitor the Subgrantees’ progress in meeting their roles and
responsibilities as defined m these Scopes of Work on a regular basis, attempting to ientify
potential barriers to effective implementation early and brokering or providing technical
assistance. or other supports to help Subgrantees overcome. these barriers. Consistent with the
overall model of this State Plan, these supports will encourage community-based collaboration to
implement and sustain High Quality Preschool Programs in High-Need Communities..

(E)(2) How High-Quality Preschool Programs will be implemented

Through grant resources and existing infrastructure, the CDE will provide principal
academies to build early childhood leadership capacity, ongoing professional development for
teachers and assistants, scholarships incentives for tcachers pursuing a bachelor’s degree,
resources for family engagement and acuvity resources home/school karning extensions.
Subgrantee. sites will be expected to follow. minimum. requirements of CDHS site licensing, CPP.
statutory requirements and Results Matter assessment as well as specific grant requirements.

Subgrantee sites will use TQRIS as the roadmap for continuous quality improvement throughout
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the grant period. The CDE developed a draft vision statement and goals for the Colorado
Preschool Program (pleasc refer to Attachment 16) to inform the development of this State Plan
and to provide 4 starting pomt for a strategic planning process designed to elevate the CPP to
exemplary status and align it with ongoing early childhood systems development eflorts. From
this body of work, four priority areas were dentified for targeted monitoring, technical
assistance and prolessional development activities.  These four areas are part of TQRIS, but will

be particularly emphasized across all grant activities:

l. Family engagement

2 Supporting dual language leaners
3. Effective transitions

4 High quality inclusion

The Subgrantee proposal descriptors in Section (D)(4) serve as the nucleus of the State’s
plan to implement High-Quality Preschool Programs. As CDE reviewed Subgrantce proposals,
staff gave major consideration to the readmess of Subgrantees fo meet the requirements of the
Preschool Development Grant program in terms of existing capacity and infrastructurc. At the
same time. the ambitious scope of the Subgrantees’ commitments requires the State to provide
substantial technical assistance to ensure Subgrantees are able to meet their obligations under
this grant. The forms and nature of that technical assistance are described m the following
subsections of this application.

(E)(3) How the State will ensure that each Subgrantee minimizes local administrative costs

The CPP program requires local school districts 1o imit overhead charged agamnst CPP to
5% of therr total allocation. This can include smull amounts of upper kevel admmistrative
salaries. Program funds may be used to pay teachers and local coordnators and do not count
against the 5%. Other allowable costs are transportation, food programs, supplies, equipment,
curriculum and assessment expenses. These same expectations will apply to Subraniees.

Upon notice of grant award, CDE will host a comprchensive oricntation session for
Subgrantees. The State will provide clear direction grant requirements and monitoring, including
financial practices and hmits on local administrative costs. Throughout the planning year and
extended throughout the grant term, CDE will assist individual grantees to refine plans and

strategies, problem solve barriers to implementation, and manage fiscal resources within federal
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requirements. Specifically, CDE will support Subgrantees in coordinating grant-funded activities
with thewr existing local preschool program structure to asswre compatibility and alignment; sct
the stage for ncorporating the improved slots mto the state system at the end of the grant period;
and leverage the grant activities to influence quality across the system.
(E)X4) How the State and Subgrantee will monitor the Early Leaming Providers to ensure
they are delivering High-Quality Preschool Programs

The figure below shows the levels of monitoring the State will offer Subgrantees and
Early Learmning Providers to support their successful and effective implementation of plans 1o
serve addiional Ehgibk Children in High Quality Preschool Programs throughout the grant
term.  The first lkevel includes the strict expectations for adhering to state and federal
requirecments. and the terms. of the Subgrantce plan. . The remaining layers arc directly linked to
the four priority practices identified as targets by the State and the exient to which preschool
programs arc adhering to known best practices in these arcas. They also show integration of the
ekments of the TQRIS system, Colorade Shines.  CDE will use this model to ensure that
compliance monitoring is completed and that professional devclopment and technical assistance

are driven by higher level monitoring strategies and tools that lead to performance excellence.

Macro-level.
Analvsis
Transformative. ‘
Tools ColaradoShines Quality
Targeted Rating .
Practices Interactions [CLASS) ga”t' i\ﬁ; s;iloF: ;LI :‘{, ey

Basic Environments {ECERS)

High Quality Professional
Learning Opportunities

Expectations Priority Practices

Checklist:

= Farmly Engagement,

& Lual Language Learner, Support
+ Transition Planning,

+ Quality, Inclusian

Grant Deliverables and
Fiscal Management,

Compliance with,
ColaradoStatute

ColaradoQuality
Standards Obhservaticn
Guide

53

PR/Award & 54138150022
Page 70



Table (E)(4) details how the monitoring tools and activities to be developed by CDE will

assurc the cffective implementation of this Statc Preschool Development Grant Plan and drive

quality improvements m the Colorado Preschool Program as a whole.. .

Table (E){4) Detail of Monitoring Activities Focus and Impact

Preschool Development Grant Subgrantees
and Early Leaming Providers

Application to Colorado Preschool Program

for Whole Program Improvement

Basic Expectations

¢ Focus on ckements of Subgrantee plan
mcluding characteristics of High Quality
Preschools defined in the grant

o Required grant reporting

o Fiscal managcment

o Alignment to state statute including CPP
statutc. and licensing

¢ Use of Colorado Quality Standards
checklist for iPad to look at basic elements

of quality

Focus on clements of CPP annual plan
Required state reporting

Fiscal managecment

Alignment to state statute mncluding CPP
statutc and licensing

Explore the status of existing preschool
program m context of Use of Colorado
Qualty Standards checklist for iPad 1o look

at basic ekements  of quality

Targeted Improvements

¢ Focus on priorities for improvement
identificd by local and state kevel
stakeholders

e Develop a Priority Practices Checklist
adapting content from the Head Start
Program Preparcdness Checklist, the
NAEYC Preschool and Kindergarten
Inclusion Rcadiness Checklist, NAEYC
Family Engagement checklist and other
cvidence bascd resources

o Use checklist to monitor local plans and

Introduce Priority Practices Checklist mto
ongoing CPP monitoring activitics

Use the checklist o drnive local monitoring
“deeper dive” on practices, connecting to
Qualty Standards and TQRIS

Develop toolkit to support strong practices.
In priority areas

Use results to drive technical assistance and

professional development
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Preschool Development Grant Subgrantees
and Eary Leaming Providers

Application to Colorado Preschool Program
for Whole Program Improvement

practices
s  Use results to drive techmcal assistance and

professional development

Transformative Tools

o Complete ECERS and CLASS with all
classrooms and staft serving eligible
children

o Use ECERS and CLASS results to inform
technical assistance and prolessional
development

 Use ECERS and CLASS results to drive
program improveinent

¢ Use ECERS and CLASS results as a
catalyst for keaming community

discussions

e Assure that school district principals and
superintendents learn about elements of
quality targeted by TQRIS and how
districts will be participating and supported

e Assure that school district principals in
keammg how to mtegrate. ECERS. and
CLASS mio educator effectiveness work

s Assure that local CPP coordmators support
use of ECERS and CLASS in community

partner. programs

Macro-Level Analysis

e Require full participation in TQRIS

o Expect a minimum of Level 4

e Use results to drive local whole program
strategic improvement planning

o Use results to inform grant evaluation

e Usc kssons karncd, provider intcrvicws,
and other results of grant implementation
o mlorm the TQRIS implenentation,
particularly in school district sites, that are
coming on board in Phase IV of TQRIS

¢ Use resulis to drive local whok program
strategic improvenent planning

e Use resulis to drive state strategic program
and resource planning (o support sustained

high quality
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Colorado Shines, Colorado’s new TQRIS. will be the primary mechanism for monitoring
overall program quality (refer to Scetion (C)(2)), with targeted activities illustrated above leading
up to and supporting the ratings. All Subgrantees (and, as applicable, the Early Learmmng
Providers through which they will serve Ehgibke Children [unded by this grant) will participate
m TQRIS no later than fall of 2015. Over the grant term, they will pursue higher levels of the
TQRIS using the quality improvement mechanisms and professional development resources
available through Colorado Shines. Our goal is that by the end of the grant term, all Early
Learning Providers serving Eligible Children through this grant will have achieved a Level 4.
Existing CPP program quality monitoring and improvement requirements will be adjusted
relative to the TQRIS level each program has eamed.

{E)5) How the State and the Subgrantee will coordinate plans

Upon notice of grant award, CDE will host a comprehensive orientation session for
Subgrantces. This oricntation will cquip Subgrantecs with planning tools to build their capacity
to provide High Quality Preschool Programs beginning in the fall of 2015. One such tool will be
a Readiness Checklist that cncompasses the program cxpectations and requirements  reflected in
this Preschool Development Grant Plan, the Program Standards for the Preschool Development
Grants Program, and the requirements of the CPP program. Across the components in the
Readimess Checklist, Subgrantees will be encouraged to work with and through Early Childbood
Councils to ensure coordination of expertise and resources at the county-level.

All CPP programs, mcluding the High Quality Preschool Programs funded under this
grant are required 1o participate in Results Matter, the State’s early chiklhood assessment system.
All programs that serve children funded through CPP or preschool speciul education are required
o compkte their ongoing assessment in a secure onlne system. Aggregate results will be
automatically folkded into the State Longitudinal Data System. Workforce and leadership
development is a primary focus of the State’s Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge work.
Subgrantces will be encouraged to keverage the mcreasingly robust carly childhood workforee
development system (credentials, scholarships, professional development opportunities) in
addttion to the Preschool Development Grant infrastructwre development activitics proposed in

this Plan (e.g., development of alternative pathways, principal/director academy).
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(E)(6) How the State and Subgrantee will coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of
High-Quality Preschool Programs funded under this grant with existing services for
preschool-aged children

The expectations of the Preschool Development Grant Program, particularly related to
teacher qualifications and full-day programmming, are ambitious i hght of the current structure of
the CPP program. They cannot be met in the absence of the mvesunent of sigmficant new funds.

The State has carefully reviewed the plans and budgets submitted by Subgrantees to
ensure that therr proposed activities will not supplant existing funding. The majority of the
Subgrantees are School Districts or Head Start Prograns with experience coordinating and
tracking the various funding streams that support children in the Colorado Preschool Program
including Tile [, Part C and section 619 of Part B of IDEA, ctc. The Statc will reinforce this
requirement in the Subgrantee orientation, in the Readiness Checklist, n budget documents and
reviews and in monitoring visits (refer to Scction (E)(4)).
({EX7) How the Subgrantee will integrate, to the extent practicable, High-Quality Preschool
Programs for Eligible Children within economically diverse, inclusive settings

Colorado’s model of serving preschool children is a mixed delivery system. The great
majority of classrooms in publicly-funded sites include children eligible for CPP, children
eligble for special education and tuttion-paying children. CDE emphasized the benefit of
economically diverse, inclusive settings to all children in communicating with applicants about
this grant program. This expectation was emphasized m mformution about the PEG opportunity
provided to potential Subgrantees. The way this expectation is addressed in specific communities
may vary, consistent with an approach that gives local High-Need Commmunities the flexibility to
structure programs 1o meet local needs and implementation contexts.
(E)X8) How the Subgrantee will deliver High-Quality Preschool Programs to Eligible
Children, including Eligible Children who may be in need of additional supports

e Existing CPP regional support specialists monitor and support both at at the program
level and at the classroom level Through use of forms stored and completed on Pads,
staff are able to provide observational assessment of classrooms based on the Quality

Standards
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Eight subgraniees will add new slots, ten will target improvement slots and eleven will
target both new and mmprovement slots..

Services and supports. are identified by each Subgrantee based on the individual needs in
of ther community. Examples mclude plans to bolster child mental health services,
targeting needs of tribal communities, etc.

Capitahzing on robust child and family resource system including resource and referral
agencies, PEAK universal application platform, early childhood councils and county
agency supports.

Individualized lkarning plans will be developed lor each Eligible Chikd in accordance
with requirements of the state preschool program. These plans are developed in
partnership with families, building on ther knowledge of ther child’s unique needs and
review of individual asscssment results.

Expanding full-day programming for Eligible Children who have disabilities;
coordination with Individual Education Plans; targetmg monitoring, training and
lechnical assistance to high quality inclusion and transition practices

Targeted monitoring, training and technical assistance to improve supports. for dual-
language learners

High level of family engagement as well as supplemental services to help families meet

the needs of their children

(EX9) How the State will ensure outreach to enroll isolated or heard-to-reach families, help

families build protective factors; and engage parents and families

Outreach. The Memorandum of Understanding entered between the State and each

Subgrantee will require the Subgrantee to implement culturally and linguistically responsive

outreach and communication efforts to enroll chilkdren from families with Eligible Children. To

support Subgrantees to this end, the State waill:

Connect Subgrantees with strategic outreach partners (e.g., Early Childhood Councils,
Child Care Resource and Referral Network, local CPP Coordmators, Family, Friend and

Neighbor. Care Professionals, Family Resource Centers)
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Highlight effective accessibility strategies (e.g., use of technology and social media;
dchvery of information in multiple languages)

Offer possible mformution paths to reach Eligible Families (e.g., public television and
radio, job traming centers, State Universal Application, lbraries, laundromats, grocery
stores, churches and faith community resources, shelters and Dial 211 Child Care
Information Line)

Resources Available to Subgrantees to Help Families Build Protective Factors:.
Touchpoints. Based on the work of renowned pediatrician, Dr. T. Berry Brazelion, the
Brazelton Touchpoinis Approach is a cross-disciplinary approach focused on supporting
the development of children through relationships with those who care for them. The
State’s Expanding Quality in Infant and Toddler Carc (EQ) Initiative offers training to
EQ Instructors and Early Childhood Council Coordmnators to strengthen therr skills in
cstablishing heakhy positive rclationships. with parents and providers in their
communities. Additionally, the EQ Initiative supporis communities in developing their
own Touchpoints Traming tcams.

The Incredible Years. The Incredible Years® is a series of interlocking, evidence-based
programs for parents, children, and teachers, supported by over 30 years of research. The
goal 18 to prevent and treat young children’s behavior problems and promote ther social,
emotional, and academic competence.

Colorade Early Learning and Development Guidelines. Using RTT-ELC. resources, the
ELDG roll-out includes targeted resources [or [amilies n learning about and using the
Guidelines.

Pyramid Model. The Pyramid Model for Promoting the Social and Emotional
Development of Infants and Young Children 1s being used in numerous Subgrantee
communities. A tiered approach, developed by the Center on the Social Emotional
Foundations of Early Learning (CSEFEL), includes cxtensive, user-fricndly training
materials, videos, and print resources. We use the Pyramid Model as a framework for

improving supportts to children with, or as risk for, dclays or disabilitics.
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= Others. Other resources and initiatives include services for families eligible for Part C;

Parents as Teachers programs, Parents Encowraging Parcnts, Early Head Start/Head Start,

Bright Begmnings and Help Me Grow resources.

Engaging Parents and Families. CPP programs must have a written plan for parent
mvolvement and are encowaged to use written parent agreements. Parent Engagement 1§ a
primary [ocus of systems development eflorts in RTT-ELC, wil be addressed m the CPP
Expansion Readmess Checkbst and is a targeted practice for grant monitoring.

“As early childhood programs plan ther work with families, they ofien start with a
basic kevel of making surc familics arc informed about the program and about how their
children are progressing. They share information about the progrants philosophy, policies
and routincs. They talk with families at arrival and departure time, sharc child progress
information at family conferences and send home class newsletters. The next level is
involvement, which happens through an open-door policy and mviting family members to
volunteer for classroom projects and attend special events. Teachers may send home activities
that are related to classroom study topics so that families can work with ther children 1o
strengthen the leaming experience. Family engagement takes family mnvolvement to a whole
new kvel where families are seen as partners n the program. Families contribule observations
and work samples to their child’s assessment portfolio and are active contributors in deciding
what individual learning goals o focus on. They suggest program projects of mterest to them
and voluntcer to take the Ilead. They may join or cven play a kad role on the local CPP
advisory council Families share ther ideas about how to strengthen the quality of the
program and address unmet nceds. of the classroom community.  The CPP has prioritized
family engagement for technical assistance and professional development.

AE)10) How the State will ensure strong partnerships between each Subgrantee and LEAs
or other Early Learning Providers

The expectations for existing CPP sites will extend to the Subgrantees and Early

Learning Programs serving Eligible Children. Colorado’s early childhood commumity is highly
collaborative with a long history of working together at the local level to leverage resources and
coordinate services m order to meet the needs of children and families. The thirty-one Early

Childhood Councils have played a powerful role n [ostering a systems approach that regularly
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brings stakehoklers together with a single overarching goal of increasing capacity and quality of
carly childhood programs. The state preschool program is locally administered by school
districts with statutory requiremments for collaborating with Head Start and other conumunity
providers. Evidence of this local collaboration must be provided m the CPP annual report and the
State 18 authorized to give funding preference to school districts demonstrating this requirement.
(EX10)(a) To carry out activities that provide children and their families with successful
transitions from preschool into kindergarten

The Colorado Quality Standards address best practices for plamming smooth and elfective
transitions between programs.  The Standards provide that planning begin six to nine months
before the transition is to occur and that a written plan be developed between the family and the
carly childhood program tcam. Onc of the priority goals of this grant plan is to honc transition
practices utilized in the CPP. The Priority Practices Toolkit and Checklist will be used to
cxplore the strengths and needs of Subgrantee sites relative to preferred transition practices and
customized supports provided accordingly. The online Individual Leaming Planning includes a
ficld for documenting transition considerations when mecting with familics. . CDEs Scction 619
team, in collaboration with Part C Early Intervention Colorado, has developed and disseminated.
two online self-paced learning modules on the topic of transition. One module is an introduction
to the topic of transition, the other module focuses on the mportance of child and family
preparation for, and adjustment to, a new setting. Each module is approximately an hour in
length and continuing education credit 1 provided to those who complete either module. The
kaming modules are promoted on state websiles to families, early ntervention persommel,
preschool general and special education persomel, and kindergarten personnel. They were
developed using case studies of children with disabilities, though the practices apply more
broadly and can be used to support improved practices n Subgraniee sites.
{b) Ensuring Subgrantecs coordinate and collaborate with LEAs or other Early Leaming
Providers, in—
(i) Providing opportunitics for carly educators to participate in professional development
Individual Subgrantces have developed needs-based professional development plans and arc
expected to extend these opportunities across sectors to the greater early childhood community.

CDE staff will review and help assess needs and strengths of professional development plans at
6l
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the local level and assist the Subgrantee in coordinating grant supported efforts with other
professional development opportunitics being offered in the region. Ongoing CPP professional
development offerings on assessment, mathematics learning and early hteracy will also be made
available to participating progranms.  All participating stall members will be guided (o the
credentialing system and the new professional development nformation system as a means of
documenting and planning next steps in personal professional development as well as preparing
for TQRIS.
(ii) Providing family engagement, support, nutrition, and other Comprehensive Services
CDE will use the Priority Practices Checklist to guide implementation of high quality family
engagement opportunities and to coordinate offerings within the local community. Providing
access. to. Comprehensive Scrvices is a requirement of the state preschool program and this
requirement will be extended to grant funded programs.
(i) Supporting full inclusion of Eligible Children

In accordance with IDEA, chiklren with disabilities ages 3 through 21 are entitled to a
free appropriatc public education in the least restrictive. cnvironment, The State, Subgrantees and
programs authorized by Section 619 of the IDEA will collaborate to establish policies and
procedures to ensure the recruitment, enrollment and identification of Eligible Children with
Disabilities m to the High-Quality Preschool Program and ensure that Eligible Children with
Disabilities are being served in the least restrictive environment. These policies will ensure that
the percentage of Eligible Children served by the High Quality Preschool programs is not less
than the percentage of four-year old children served statewide through Part B, section 619 of
IDEA, or the current national average, whichever is greater.  Colorado has a strong record of
inclusion. In FFY 2011, [(B)(4]% ol preschoolers with disabilities were served in regular early
childhood education settings. Colorado was one of three states within the 80% o 90% range on
this indictor. Four states performed at the 90% to 100% range. .
{(iv) Supporting the inclusion of children who may be in need of additional supports

The State will assure that Subgrantees coordinate and collaborate with LEAs and/or other
carly learning providers in an cffort to support the inclusion of chikdren who may be in nced of
additional supports. This important aspect of providing service to young children and families

will be accomplished in a variety of ways. The State will encourage collaborative relationships
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between agencies in order to maximize available resources and to create to the greatest extent
possible a strcamlined process for familics to access services necded. Subgrantees will
demonstrate therr collaborative efforts with partner agencies through progress reporting on goals.
Subgrantees will document therr individualization of providing additional and specialized
supports for chiklren and families through examples such as utilizing English language kaming
programs, food banks, [amily lteracy programs, individual leaming/readiness plans for children,
and referrals to health and mental health services. The State will alko mdividualize the assistance
o Subgrantees so that those at a more foundational kevel wil gain essential knowledge of
resources available and potential partners that may be identified as the projects evolve over time.
For more established organizations, assistance will be focused on creative ways to delve more m
dcpth to provide scrvices cfficiently with partners. Regional meetings and a statewide roundtable.
meeting will be held to bring agencies together for extensive discussion of High Quality
Preschool program delivery. carricd out through collaboration of the Colorado carly learning
comimunity.

(v) Ensuring that High-Quality Preschool Programs have age-appropriate facilities

In Colorado. CDHS licensure rukes and the Colorado Quality Standards for Early
Childhood Care and Education speak to age-appropriate facilities for preschool children. The
Rules Regulating Child Care Centers provides specific guidance about the general building site
as well as the building plans and construction, space requirements, outdoor area requirements,
food preparation areas, and toilet facilities. Prior to construction, architectural plans for new
bulldings or for extensive remodeling of existing buildings must be submitted for review and
approval by the department, the local fire department, and the local bulding departiment as to
appropriateness, adequacy, and suitability for child care functions. In addition to building and
site rules, child care equipment and matenals, both for mdoor and outdoor play, must be
appropriate for children’s ages, size, and activities.

The Colorado Quality Standards for Early Chikdhood Care and Education address
physical environment, recognizing its effects on the behavior and development of the people,
both children and adults, who live and work in it. The quality of the physical spacc and matcrials
influences the level of mvolvement of the children and the quality of interaction between adulis

and children. A variety of developmentally and age-appropriate materials and equipment must be
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available for children indoors and outdoors, and Quality Standards provide a list specifying how
the materials shoukd be kept and arranged. The Quality Standards also detail age-appropriate
facilities for children with special needs.

(vi) Sharing data and other records consistent with Federal and State law;

As detalled m Section (C)2)(b), the State’s Longitudinal Data System provides a
platdorm and processes lor the State and Subgrantees 1o share data for sharing data and other
records consistent with Federal and State law. Results Matter has developed a data security
tookit 1o help local programs assure that privacy is protected and families are mlormed and
engaged. All assessnment system users in Results Matter, including Subgrantee staff, must sign
data privacy agreements and complete online FERPA training,

(vii) Utilizing communmity-based learming resources

CDE early chiklhood and state library staff, local school district preschool advisory
councils. and regional Early Childhood Councils will assist Subgrantees in accessing community
resources to support preschool learning and the goals of the grant. Public libraries, parks,
recrcation centers, muscums, wildlife and nature preserves will be used to broaden children’s
experiences and leverage existing resources to enrich what the local preschool program can offer.

Summary. High-Quality Plan for E(1)-(10)

ID. | Section | Activity Description Start Duration Finish Lead Role
(Months)
1. | (EX1)- | FinalizeMOUs with 172015 3 372015 | CPP
(2), individualized Scopes of Director
(3)- Work with each Subgrantee to Grant Staff
(10 formalize Subgrantee

proposals to implement High
Quality Preschool Programs
and 1o articulate the roles and
responsibilities of the State

and Subgrantee to this end.

2 (E)4), | Develop a Project 372015 Month 472015 CPP and
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(6),
(8)-
(10)

Management Plan and
timeline for mplementing
monitoring and technical
assistance activities associated
with this grant (tool
development, schedules, mitial
implkmentation of monitoring
practices, refmement of
practices, application of
tools/practices to CPP.

program)

Grant staft

(E)3),
(6)

Monitor Subgrantee
compliance with financial
requirements of this grant

program.

112015

Ongoing

Ongoing

CPP
Director

Grant Staft

(EX5)

Development and implement
oricntation and rcadincss

checklist for Subgrantees

32015

572015

Grant Staff

(E)©6)

Develop a plan to monitor,
discuss and community
connections and coordination
needs throughout the duration

of the grant

82015

Ongoing

Ongoing

Grant Stafl

(E)9).
(E)(10)

Implement use of the Priority
Practices Toolkit and
Checklist to mmprove family
engagement and transition

practices

972015

Ongomg

Ongomng

Grant Staff
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F. ALIGNMENT WITHIN A BIRTH THROUGH THIRD GRADE CONTINUUM {20 points)

(F)(1) For birth through age-five programs

(a) Coordinating with other early education and care programs and child care family
service providers supported through Federal, State and local resources to build a strong
confinuum of learning for children from birth through age five and their families that
expands families' choices, facilitates or improves their access to programs and supporis in
their own communities, and engages all families with Eligible Children, including isolated
or hard-to-reach families that might not otherwise participate; and

The Subgrantee Readiness Checklist and Orientation are designed to prepare partners for
the grant activities and responsibilities as well as build their knowledge and skills in creating a
scamjess system that supports the unique needs of young children and thewr familics..
Subgrantees will work closely with a variety of community programs including child care, Early
Hecad Start and Head Start programs to assurc that familics arc connccted with needed resowrces,
transition planning is enhanced and that families have choices for where their child participates
in preschool programming.  Familics will be provided information about the Colorado Child
Care Assistance Program, the Universal Application portal, toy and book lending libraries, home
activity ideas and community resources that can support the medical. dental, nutritional and
mental health needs of the entire family. Care will be taken to muke use of technology and non-
traditional communication strategies in order to reach families in isolated areas and connect them
to services and supports. .

- A crucial partner m helping CDE assure family engagement across the buth to eight
contmuum 15 the State Advisory Council for Parent Involvement m Education (SACPIE)
SACPIE 1 alegislated council that advises education stakeholders about best practices for
involving fanilies i mcreasing student achievement. According to law, council members are
diverse stakeholders including parents and statewide organization representatives, from
preschool to higher education.  Every member of SACPIE serves on a working committee, bascd
on his or her area of expertise. Each committee has legislated responsibilities, a purpose, and an
action plan. Committcc members mect regularly to discuss the identificd plan, sharc progress,
and identify needed supports and resources. Through increased family partnerships, SACPIE

envisions reduced dropout rates, reduced gaps in academic achievement and growth among
66
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student groups and an increased number of students who continue into higher education
tollowing high school graduation or completion. This year, the committee’s annuals goals arc

largely focused on the early chiklhood level.

(b) Ensuring that the provision of High-Quality Preschool Programs will not lead to a
diminution of other services or increased cost to families for programs serving children
from birth through age five; and

CPP policy requires that local programs coordinate early childhood services and
programming so as to avoid duplication and leverage existing infrastructure to expand and
increase accessibility to High-Quality Preschool. Care will be taken to engage local stakeholders
in expansion planning decisions so that community nceds arc fully cxplored and unintended
negative consequences are avoided.

{c) Sustaining a high level of parent and family engagement as children move from High-
Quality Preschool Programs into the carly clementary school years;

Improved coordination between preschool and kindergarten programming s a key
element in Colorado’s P3 planning. This includes working together to ensure smooth, well-
planned transitions, more developmentally focused kindergarten classrooms as well as creating
elementary. school environments where families of young children feel welcomed and supported. .
(d) Taking steps, or huilding upon the steps it has taken, to align, at a minimum—

(i) Child learning standards and expectations;

The Early Learning and Development Guidelines encompass ages birth through age eight
and embed The Head Start Child Development and Early Learning Framework, as well as the P-
12 Colorado Academic Standards. .

(ii) Teacher preparation, credentials, and workforce competencies;

Colorado’s Competencies for Early Childhood Educators and Administrators are aligned
to the Early Learning and Development Guidelines (birth to age cight), with the new standards
for educator effectiveness being developed under Senate Bill 10-191 for P-12 schools, and with

the ncw Colorado Academic Standards, including the Common Core State Standards.

(iii) Comprehensive Early Leaming Assessment Systems;
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Many infant/toddler and preschool early care and education providers use the same assessment

system hecause they arc active participants in Results Matter. And, kindergarten tcachers now

participate m the same types of assessment practices.  Assessiment results can be used as a focal

pomnt for transition discussions and jomt professional development and to stnulate dialogue
between early care and education providers and public. school teachers. This will allow the
sharmg of best practices m operating web-based technology, time management skills when
performing observations for a large number of children, uploading mformation, and other
mstructional strategies to support learning and engaging famulies. Methods (o incentivize
collaboration will also be explored and encouraged. Alignment to the Early Learning and
Development Guidelines and Colorade Academic Standards allow teachers and families to

follow children’s progress using common metrics.

Developmental Screening

Basic and Briaf

AN Domains R R I R S
S.z -l (Rt I i LT L.

Alignsve ELGs

{oordinated at .
Community Level In-depth and Gngoing Manitars Child Progress ta Infarm Instructian

All Damains Informs Head Start Ongaing Child Assessment

Informs Calorado Aligns ta ELGs Inferms Indwidual Child Readiness Plans
Praschool Program
Higikiliry
Infgrms Child Fing
Referrals and
Evaluation

Coordinated at Program and Infarms Grawth Model at the Preschoal Leval

Community Level Infarms GSEP Child Qutcomes Reporting

Children Bath

Inferms thraugh - - -
veatogmmerca [ | s Child Find Evaluation
Health Referrals
Infarms Part € fPart B,
Sec 619 Bigibility
HighScape Al Dormains Decisans Transdiscaplinary

Birthto 3
Play Based
COR Areasof Concern Informs IFSP/EP As::mem

Teathuing 3.5 Davaloprent
A5Q Sreategies Aligns to E1Gs Informs fAasults Martar OtherTaols
GOLD Coordinated at
Cenver Cammunity Lesal Asiessment
CHAL

Crehers Tools

Informs Rasults In-Depth
Matter
Azseszment

A comprehensive assessiment system has more layers than the progress monitoring provided

through the Results Matter program. The figure above illustrates the relationship between

developmental screening, progress monitoring and evaluation i the context of a broader system
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of assessment in the birth to five year realm. Subgrantees will be expected to support and refer

familics to the appropriate part of system when needed.

{iv) Data systems
Plasc refer to Section (C)(2)Db).

(v) Family engagement strategies.

Family engagement is one of the four priority areas for monitoring, technical assistance

and professional development. The CPP will be working toward elevating family engagement

activities  to go beyond classroom volunteering.  The focus will be on meaningful engagement

with the preschool assessnient system as an assessment team member, leadership opportunities m

policy development or capacity building for the community’s preschool program and

opportunities for families to learn how to use the Early Learning and Development Guidelines to

monitor therr child’s development and embed karning opportunitics in cveryday routines,

activities and places.

.Summary_ High-Quality Plan for F(1)-(2)

ID | Section | Activity Description Start Duration Finish Lead Role
(Months)

1 (F)(1) | Engage SACPIE in 7/2015 | Ongoing Ongoing | Grant Staff
developing strategies for CDE Parent
cngaging familics across Engagement
the birth to eight Director
continuum

2 {(F)(1) | Orient preschool staft to 2015 | 2 12/2015 | CDE PD Team
credentialing system,

PDIS and early childhood
compelencies.
3 | (B)(1) | Engage staff m authentic 8/2015 | Ongoing Ongoing | Results Matter

assessment and

Staff
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observation training

4 (F)(1) | Explorc the coordination 1/2016 12 122016 | 619/Child Find
of developmental TeanyPart
screening in cach C/CPP
community; engage
stakcholders in strategy
groups for mmproving
coordination across scctors

5 (F)(2) | Engage preschool and 10/15 5 2/2016 CPP
kindergarten teachers m TeanvKinder
assessment and transition Team
traming

6 {F)(2) | Engage public school 11/15 Ongoing Ongomg | CPP
principals in academies Director/OELSR
aimed. at early childhood Director
education and P3 model
of education

G. BUDGET AND SUSTAINABILITY (10 points)

(G)}1)Use the funds from this grant and any matching contributions to serve the number of

Eligible children described in its ambitious and achievable plan each year

Colorado’s ambitious plan will serve 6,554 Eligible Chikiren over the grant term. Rather

than establishing a standard state-wide per child cost rate, the State invited Subgrantees to submit

budgets associated with their proposed plans that reflect a range of distinctive capacities and

needs. The State applied this approach to ensure that the subgrant amounts are reasonable and

sufficient in the context of mdividual community-based plans.  On average, the cost per child of

the proposed Plan (

(b)(4)

per child) demonstrates a cost effective approach to impkmenting

High Quality Preschool Programs. Each Subgrantee has developed a budget based on ther plans

for providing new and/or improved existing preschool slots.  CPP stafl have reviewed the
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budgets and provided guidance on costing out activities as well as considering existing state and
federal funds on which to build. Target activitics include provisioning new classrooms, hiring
qualified teachers and paying them on the K-12 pay scale, professional development
opportunities, curriculum purchasmg and traming, scholarships for teachers to fmish early
childhood education college coursework and direct services for chiklren such as mental health
Services.
Budget Narrative
1. Personnel: Assumption of 2 FTE to carry oul grant administration and regional support
of Subgrantees
2. Fringe: Assumption of 2 FTE at full benefits calculated at 22% of base
3. Travel: Assumption of extensive long distance travel with some overnights for regional
support n Four Comers area, northwest, south central, etc. for 1 FTE and moderate travel
with fcw overnights for 1 FTE based morce in the metro arca
4. Equipment:  Assumption of two office to equip with furniture
5. Supplies: Assumption of basic officc consumables and copies x 2 FTE
6. Contractual: Assumption of independent contracts for needs assessment, strategic
planner and evaluator plus meeting expenses for 13 principal academies and & regional
roundtable events
7. Training Stipends: Assumption of multiple teacher scholarships to supplement building
m year two and three and decreasing m year four
8. Funds to be Distributed to Subgrantees: 95% based on 29 individual plans to support
teacher pay, classroom provisioning, professional development, direct services for

children, supplemental services, etc.

(G)(2) Coordinate the use of existing funds from Federal sources that support eardy
learning and development

Throughout CPP’s 26-vyear history, a braided funding model has been used at the state
and local kvel to fund quality preschoel programs and supplemental scrvices for familics.  The
State 18 committed to continuing this model to achieve its ambitious vision. Subgrantees will be

provided supports to look at the full range of funding available for preschool programming,
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Technical assistance will be provided to help Subgrantees identify untapped resources and
cxplore ncw ways to usc cxisting resources to their advantage. . Support will be provided when
conversations with school district leaderships are necessary to explore use of IDEA funds, Titke I
funds, how preschool budgets are determined and how they are necessarily different that higher
grade levels.
(G)}3) Sustain the High-Quality Preschool Programs supported by this grant after the
grant period ends

Pkase refer o Section {D)(5) of this application

COMPETITIVE PREFERENCE PRIORITY 1: CONTRIBUTING MATCHING FUNDS

Describe and submit credible plan for obtaining and using non-federal matching funds to
support implementation of its plan during the grant period. |

As shown in Table A, Part 11, linc 2E, the total match planned is of total grant funds
requested. The number shown in the cell for “Increased State Funding in FY2014” represents
increased funding appropriated for the Colorado Preschool Program (including ECARE slots
used for preschool, pkase refer to Section (B)(2)) m FY2014. The number shown i the cell for
“Year 17 refers to pending legislation authorized by the Early Childhood and School Readiness
Legislative. Commission to increase the number of CPPslots by m FY 2015-16 (please.
refer to Attachment 6). Preliminary fiscal analysis puts the cost of this expansion at
million, based on the most recent student enrollment, assessed value and mflation projections.
The cost estimate assumes that new slots would be distributed among school districts

proportionally 1o existing CPP slots.

COMPETITIVE PREFERENCE PRIORITY 2: SUPPORTING A CONTINUUM OF EARLY LEARNING

AND DEVELOPMENT

Describe an ambitious and achievable plan that addresses the creation of a more seamless
progression of supports and interventions from birth through third grade, such as high-
quality infant and toddler care, home visitation, full-day Kindergarten, and before and
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after-care services for, at a minimum, a defined cohort of Eligible Children and their
families within each High-Need Commumity served by each Subgrantee.

State staff will work with subgrantee programs and ther community partners to develop. a
detailed plan for creating a more seamless progression of supports and interventions. Enmphasis
will be placed on raising awareness about available resources and keeping the goal of meaningful
alignment at the forelront of all activities.  Preschool programs will be seen as pivotal players
functioning as the middle lnk between birth to three and kindergarten through thrd grade. They
must communicate and coordinate in both directions and ofien have a [oot in both the early
childhood world and the K-12 world. Programs will be supported to kverage existing resowces
to improve knowledge and access to the range of resources that make up the continuum
including:

Home Visitation. Colorado ofters several home visitation programs that promote a strong

start for young childrcn. The State has onc of the country’s largest Nurse-Family Partnership

programs, serving nearly (b)4) first-time, low-icome mothers with prenatal and early care

support. Nurse-Family Partnership. Nursc home wvisitors. deliver the cvidence-based program
Nurse Family Partnership to families in 59 of Colorado’s 64 counties. Twenty-one individual
agencies operate NFP sites. These agencies consist of public health departments, community
health centers, commumity nursing agencies, and hospital systems. The Incredible Years, HIPPY,
Parents as Teachers, and Bright Beginnings also provide differing levels of support for new
parents, in supporting the healthy development of young children.

Infant Toddler Care. The Expanding Quality in Infant Toddler Care (EQ) Initiative
began in 1999 as a collaboration between the Colorado Department of Education and the
Colorado Department of Human Services, Division of Child Care. The primary goal is to
mcrease the quality and availability of responsive care for infants and toddlers throughout
Colorado by strengthening the skills and knowledge base of infant toddler caregivers while

collaborativcly building capacity at the statc and local kevel to provide high quality care for our

youngest citizens. The EQ Initiative has developed a strong, statewide network of over EE’}
active Infant Toddlcr professionals working in Early Chiklhood Councils in ovcr.

communities. After receiving over contact hours of specialized training, the local EQIT

instructors are able to deliver the 48-hour EQIT course of training and EQ RELATE Coaching to
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infant toddler teachers and programs, as well as offer support to ther local Early Childhood

Council. Since the inception of the EQ Initiative, over [PX4) [infant toddler teachers have

compkted the full 48-hour EQIT course and received coaching in their local communities.
Successlul completion of the EQIT course of training may be used m partial fullillment of state
licensing education requirements specific to Early Childhood Teacher, Center Director and the
specialized Family Child Care licenses. Most communities have an effective working
relationship with local community colleges and are able to offer cowse credit for successful
compktion. During the past four vears, caregivers m the High Need Comnunities
identified i this Preschool Development Grant Plan have completed this training and can be a
valuable resource for programs and families.

Two Generation Approach. Capitalize on Colorado’s ncwest work toward the usc of a
two generation approach to support family financial health, college attendance and chikl learning
and development.

Aligned P3 Approach. Colorado’s commitment to promoting a P3 approach will
strengthen the carly childhood continuum of services and supports by planning holistically to
meet the unique needs of young children and families and support a “push up” model of
education where early learning and developmental priorities are well-resourced and applied
along the entire contmuum.

Aligned Assessment. Continue to build on the success of Results Matter to foster the use
of high-quality assessment practices in early childhood settings, alignment of assessment
practices, meaningful use of information gleaned through assessment, family engagement in

assessment and reduction of unnecessary or duplicative assessments across the contmuum.

COMPETITIVE PRIORITY 3: CREATING NEW HIGH-QUALITY STATE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

SLOTS

Refer to Part 1, Table A: The statc will use 59% of its cumulative federal grant award to
create new preschool program slots that will increase the overall number of new slots in
Colorado’s state preschool program that meet the definition of High Quality Preschool programs.
The new slots will provide High Quality Preschool Programming for Eligible Children in some
of Colorado’s poorest or most underserved communities.
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APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS
Preschool Development Grants --Development Grants Competition

(CFDA No. 84.419B)

Legal Name of Applicant
(Office of the Governor):

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE STATE
OF COLORADO

Applicant’s Mailing Address:

136 STATE CAPITOL BUILDING
DENVER, CO §0203-1792

Designated Lead Agency:

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

Lead Agency Address:

201 E COLFAX AVENUE
DENVER, CO 80203

Lead Agency Employer Identification
Number:
840644739

Lead Agency Organizational DUNS:

187406538

Lead Agency Contact:

Nan Vendegna
Program Director
Colorado Preschool Program

Lead Agency Contact Phone:
303-854-8245

Lead Agency Contact Email Address:
vendegna_n@cde.state.co.us

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are
true and correct. I further certify that T have read the application, am fully commutted to it, and

will support its implementation:

Govemor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed

Name);

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR JOSEPH A. GARCIA

Telephone:

303-866-2087

Signature of Governor or Authorized Representative of the Date:
Governor: .
/ ;\_ October 10, 2014

Lead ncy Authorized Representative (Printed Name): Agency Name:
COLORADO

ROBERT K. HAMMOND DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

Signature of Lead Agency Authorized Representative: Date:

October 9, 2014

Note: Subgrantee signed letters of commitment included in the Attachments section.
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APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS
Preschool Development Grants --Development Grants Competition

(CFDA No. 84.419B)

Legal Name of Applicant
{Office of the Governor):

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE STATE
OF COLORADO

Applicant’'s Mailing Address:

136 STATE CAPITOL BUILDING
DENVER, CO 80203-1792

Designated Lead Agency:

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

Lead Agency Address:

201 E COLFAX AVENUE
DENVER, CO 80203

Lead Agency Employer Identification
Number:
840644739

Lead Agency Organizational DUNS:

187406538

Lead Agency Contact:

Nan Vendegna
Program Director
Colorado Preschool Program

Lead Agency Contact Phone:
303-854-8245

Lead Agency Contact Email Address:
vendegna_n@cde.state.co.us

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are
true and corect. I further certify that I have read the application, am fully committed to i, and

will support its implementation:

Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed

Telephone:

Name):

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR JOSEPH A. GARCIA

Signature of Governor or Authorized Representative of the

303-866-2087

Date:

Governor:

Lead Agency Authorized Representative (Printed Name):

ROBERT K. HAMMOND

Signature of Lead Agency Authori

Representative:

October 10, 2014

Agency Name:
COLORADO
DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION
Date:

October 9, 2014

Note: Subgrantee signed letters of commitment included in the Attachments section.
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Copy this form as a separate word document and save as a PDF document and then upload
to Grants.gov under Part 5: Other Attachments Form
Accountability, Transparency, and Reporting Assurances

The Governor or his/her authorized representative assures that the State will comply with all
applicable assurances in OMB Standard Forms 424B and D (Assurances for Non-Construction
and Construction Programs), including the assurances relating to the legal authority to apply for
assistance; access to records; conflict of interest; merit systems; nondiscrimination; Hatch Act
provisions; labor standards, including Davis-Bacon prevailing wages; flood hazards; historic
preservation; protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-based paint; Single Audit Act;
and the general agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws, executive orders, and
regulations.

»  With respect to the certification regarding lobbying in Department Form 80-0013, no
Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing
or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress,
an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in
connection with the making or renewal of Federal grants under this program; the State
will complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,"
when required (34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix B); and the State will require the full
certification, as set forth in 34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix A, in the award documents for
all subawards at all tiers.

»  The State and other entities will comply with the following provisions of the Education
Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), as applicable: 34 CFR

Part 74 -- Administration of Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher
Education, Hospitals, and Other Non-Profit Organizations; 34 CFR Part 76 -- State-
Administered Programs, including the construction requirements in section 75.600
through 75.617 that are incorporated by reference in section 76.600; 34 CFR Part

77 - Definitions that Apply to Department Regulations; 34 CFR Part 80 -- Uniform
Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and

Local Governments, including the procurement provisions; 34 CFR Part 81 -- General
Education Provisions Act—Enforcement; 34 CFR Part 82 -- New Restrictions on
Lobbying; and with the debarment and suspension regulations found at 2 CFR Part 3485.

Governor or Authorized Representative of the Govenor (Printed Name):

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR JOSEPH A. GARCIA

Date:

October 10, 2014
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These instructions refer o this excel spreadsheet witich includes tabs for Table A Table B, Competitive Priority ! Table, Table (D)4).
and the Budyet Table, Additionally, there is an exaemple of Tuble A

Instructions for Table A — Preschool Development Grants--Expansion (Second Sheet)
General Instructions

®  This table is divided into three sections. which correspond to Absolute Priority 1. Competitive Priority 1 and Selection Criteria (D)
(4.

¢ Toreduce the burden on States, many of the cells contain formulas that caleulate addinional information (1.e., percentages and totals).
These cells are locked. and you cannot edit thermn,

*  You should only enter information into cells that are light red, and once you put information into these cells. they will turn light
orange.

¢ Finally. this table should serve as a planning tool: therefore. you should input your best estimates for future funding levels, These
estimates should be supported with evidence in the narrative portion of your application,

Part 1. Absolute Priority. |

1. Foryears 1-4. fill out the expected amount of federal funds allocated for lines 1A (State-Level Infrastructure). 1C {New Preschool
Slots) and 1D (Improved Preschool Slots). State-Level Infrastructure should account for no more than 55 of the cumulative funds for all
4 years. Nothing else should be filled out in this section. Some cells will self-populate based on previously entered formulas, and those
cells should be left alone.

Part I1. Competitive Priority 1

1. Foreach year, fill out the expected Matching Funds allocated for lines 2A (State-Level Infrastructure). 2C (New Preschool Slots) and
2D {Improved Preschool Slots). Cumulative State-Level Infrastructure reed nor be 5% of the total Matching Funds. as that limit applies
only to Federal funds.

2. Forling 2E (Srate Matching Funds), fill out the roevessed State Tinuds spent onpreschool during State Fiscal Year 2004 only.

3. The green total section containing lines 2F-21 will self-populate using information from parts I and IT and is there for your
reference.

Part 111, Selection Criteria (13) (4)

1. Inling 3A (Total Eligible Children), please fill out the total Eligible Children for each. vear (these are based on estimates).

2. Next. fill out 3B (Children Served in New Preschool Slots) and 3C (PPEfSlot). 3D (Estimated Cost) and 3E (% Eligible Children
Served...) will be calculated for you. . The estimated cost should roughly: correspond to the amount your state has available for new
preschool slots, for each year and in total (shown in 2H in the green total section in Part ID.

3. Next. fill out 3E (Children Served in Improved Preschool Slots) and 3G (PPE/Slot). These numbers should be based on averages
across all the different ways vou plan to improve preschool slots. In addition. they should be based on the evidence presented in your
narrative. 3H (Estimated Cost) and 31 (% Eligible Children Served...) will be calculated for you. The estimated cost should roughly
correspond to the amount your state has available for improved preschool slots, for each year and in total {shown in line 21 in the green
total section in Part I1)

Instructions for Table B (Third Sheet}
Note: Hor cach of the columns, fill out the required information for years 2010-2013.

. For columns -3, (1l out past {unding sources {or State Preschool Programs.

2. For columns 4 and 3, fill out the total numbcer of four-year old children in the state and those who arc at or below 20{% FPL.,
respectively.

3. For columns 6 and 7, fill out the total number of four-year old children served in State Preschool Program and the wotal number of
four-year old children at or below 200% FPL served in the State Preschool Program. The percentages will calculate automatically.

Instructions for Competitive Priority 1 Table (Fourth Sheet)

1. For FY 2014 Investment, fill out the ineseaaed State tunds provided by the state in FY 2014, Do net enter funds under “Local,”
“Philanthropic,” or “Other™ in this column.

2. For years 1-4, fill ont the expected amount of marching funds coming from State, local, philanthropic. and other sources,

3. The totals for each year will sell-populate. you cannod edit the cells i the Overall Match line,

4. Fnally, (he Tast line serves (o check that the numbers in (s table are the sume as those entered Into the Table A T they are the
same.. the cell below the wtal will read “Comect™, il there 15 & probleny;, it will read “Please verify numbers”™, Before moving on. please
make sure all of the cells are correct. .

Instructions for Tahle (D)(4} (Fifth Sheet)

1. In consultation with Subgrantzes, States should provide information on the way they plan to improve slots and the estimated, cost
associated with the improvement,

2. For each Subgrantee. fill out how the slots will be improved each vear, how many children will be served. and the total estimated
cost.

3. Leave any unnceded rows blank.

4. Add additional rows as needed. To do so, sclect lines 22-25. Right click on your sclection and choose “Copy.™ Then, select four rows
benecath the last line of the previous Subgrantee entry. Right click on that selection and choose “Paste.” Change the 37 in the
“Subgrantce 57 cell to the appropriate number, and fill out the rest of the rows as appropriate.
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Table B

State
Fiscal
Year

1:State Funding

2: Local Funding

3: Philanthropic /Private Funding
(if applicable)

4: Number of Four-Year Old
Children

2014

2013

2012

2011
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5: Number of Four-
Year Olds at or below
200%. FPL

6: Four-Year Olds Served in
the State Preschool Program

7: Four-Year Olds at or below
200% FPL Served in the State

Preschool Program

# Y%

#

%
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Competitive Priority 1 Table

Types of Match

Increased Stale
Funding in Fiscal
Year 2014

Year |

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

TOTAL
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Local
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OVERALL STATEWIDE BUDGET

Budget Table I-1: Budget Summary by Budget Category
{Evidence for selection criterion (G

Grant Year 1. | GrantYear2 | Grant Year3 | Grani Year 4 Total . .
Budget Categories (a) (h) {c) (d) (e)
1. Personnel E 40000 [ % 144,900 | S 149972 [S... . 135,220, % 390,092
2. Fringe Benelits ¥ 30,800 | % ITRTR[S 32004 [ S EENERE E3 129,820
3. Travel 3 15,000 | $ 15,000 |5 15,000 15 15,000 1% 60,000
4. Equipment 3 12,546 | $ -1s -1s -1% 12,546
3. Supplies EN oo s 11,000 | S 1,000 |s...... 11,000 | % 44,000
6. Contractual b 225,000 | % 105,000 | S 135,000 | S 212,000 1% 677,000
7. Training Stipends 3 60,000 | $ 180,000 | S 200,000 | S L0000 | $ 590,000
8. (ther 3 10,500 | $ 10,860 | S 11,238 | S 11634 1% 44,232
9. Total Direct Costs. (add lines. 1-8) 5. 504,846 1%, 498,638 | §...... 555204 | % 589,002 | $..... 2,147,690
I} Indirect Costs* 3 80,678 | $ 84786 | S 85330 | S 83547 | % 345,340
I'I. Funds to be distributed to
Subgrantees 3 9,130,842 | $ 9,266,352 [ S 11228611 |S 12140455 | $ 41,796,260
12, Funds sct aside for participation in
grantee technical assistance h 25,000 | $ 25,000 |8 25,000 |8 25,000 | $ 100,000
13, Total Grant Funds Requested (add
lines 9-12) $ 9,750,366 |$ 9,904,776 |$ 11,894,145 | § 12,840,004 | § 44,389,290
[4. Funds from other sources used o |(bX4)
support the State's plan
15. Total Statewide Budget (add lines
13-14)

Columns (a) through (d): For each grant year for which funding is requested, show the total amount requested for each applicable
budget category.
Column {e): Show the total amount requested for all grant years.

Line 6: Show the amount of tunds allocated through contracts with vendors for products to be acquired and/or professional
services to be provided. A State may apply its indirect cost rate only against the first $25,000 of each contract included in line 6.

Line I(: If the State plans to request reimbursement for indirect costs. complete the Indirect Cost Information form at the end of
this Budget section. Note that indirect costs are not allocated to line | 1.

Line | I: Show the amount of funds to be distributed to Subgrantees. At the time of application, States are not required to provide
budgets for how the Subgrantees will use these funds. However. as stated in Program Requirement (o). grantees must submit
scopes of work for the State and for each Subgrantee within 90 days of receipt of an award. and these scopes of work must contain,
among other items, detailed budgets. Additionally, the Departments expect that, as part of the administration and oversight of the
grant, States will monitor and track all expenditures to ensure that Subgrantees spend these tunds in accordance with the State plan.

Line 12: The State must set aside 525.000 annually from its grant funds for the purpose of participating in Preschool Development
Grant technical assistance activities facilitated by ED or HHS. This is primarily to be used for travel and may be allocated to
Subgrantees evenly across the four vears of the grant.

Line 13: This is the total funding requested under this grant.
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INDIRECT COST RATE AGREEMENT

STATE EDUCATION AGENCY
Organization Date: J|N 19 7014
Colorado Department of Education Agreement No: 2014-050
201 East Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203-1799 Filing Reference: Replaces previous

Agreement No. 2012-248
Dated: 3/20/2013

The approved indirect cost rates herein are for use on grants, contracts, and other agreements with the
Federal Government. The rates are subject to the conditions included in Section II of this Agreement
and issued by the U.S. Department of Education pursuant to the authority in Attachment A of Office
of Management and Budget Circular A-87.

Section I - Rates and Bases

Type From To Rate Base Applicable To
Fixed 07/01/2013 06/30/2014 10.65% MTDC APwR
Fixed 07/01/2014 06/30/2015 10.87% MTDC APwWR

Distribution Base:

MTDC Modified Total Direct Cost - Total direct costs excluding equipment, capital
expenditures, participant support costs, pass-through funds and the portion of each
subaward (subcontract or subgrant) above $25,000 (each award; each year).

Applicable To:
APwR The rates herein are applicable to All Programs including those that require a
restricted rate per 34 CFR 75.563 and 34 CFR 76.563.

Treatment of Fringe Benefits:

Fringe benefits applicable to direct salaries and wages are treated as direct costs. Pursuant to OMB
Circular A-87-Attachment B Paragraph 8.d.(3), unused leave costs for all employees will be allocated
as an indirect cost except for those employee salaries designated as a direct cost for the restricted rate
calculation.

Capitalization Policy: Items of equipment are capitalized and depreciated if the initial acquisition cost
is equal to or greater than $5,000.

PR/Award # 54198150022
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Section II - Particulars

Limitations: Application of the rates contained in this Agreement is subject to all statutory or
administrative limitations on the use of funds, and payments of costs hereunder are subject to the
availability of appropriations applicable to a given grant or contract. Acceptance of the rates agreed to
herein is predicated on the following conditions: (A) that no costs other than those incurred by the
Organization were included in the indirect cost pools as finally accepted, and that such costs are legal
obligations of the Organization and allowable under the governing cost principles; (B) the same costs
that have been treated as indirect costs are not claimed as direct costs; (C) that similar types of
information which are provided by the Organization, and which were used as a basis for acceptance of
rates agreed to herein, are not subsequently found to be materially incomplete or inaccurate; and (D)
that similar types of costs have been accorded consistent accounting treatment.

Accounting Changes: The rates contained in this agreement are based on the organizational structure
and the accounting systems in effect at the time the proposal was submitted. Changes in
organizational structure or changes in the method of accounting for costs which affect the amount of
reimbursement resulting from use of the rates in this agreement, require the prior approval of the
responsible negotiation agency. Failure to obtain such approval may result in subsequent audit
disallowance.

Provisional/Final/Predetermined Rates: A proposal to establish a final rate must be submitted. The
awarding office should be notified if the final rate is different from the provisional rate so that
appropriate adjustments to billings and charges may be made. Predetermined rates are not subject to
adjustment.

Fixed Rate: The negotiated fixed rate is based on an estimate of the costs that will be incurred during
the period to which the rate applies. When the actual costs for such period have been determined, an
adjustment will be made to a subsequent rate calculation to compensate for the difference between the
costs used to establish the fixed rate and the actual costs.

Notification to Other Federal Agencies: Copies of this document may be provided to other Federal
agencies as a means of notifying them of the agreement contained herein.

Audit: All costs (direct and indirect, federal and non-federal) are subject to audit. Adjustments to
amounts resulting from audit of the cost allocation plan or indirect cost rate proposal upon which the
negotiation of this apreement was based may be compensated for in a subsequent negotiation.

Reimbursement Ceilings/Limitations on Rates: Awards that include ceiling provisions and statutory/
regulatory requirements on indirect cost rates or reimbursement amounts are subject to the stipulations
in the grant or contract agreements. [f a ceiling is higher than the negotiated rate in Section I of this
agreement, the negotiated rate will be used to determine the maximum allowable indirect cost.

ORGANIZATION: Colorado Department of Education Page 2
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Section 111 - Special Remarks

Alternative Reimbursement Methods: If any federal programs are reimbursing indirect costs by a

methodology other than the approved rates in this agreement, such costs should be credited to the

programs and the approved rates should be used to identify the maximum amount of indirect costs

allocable.

Submission of Proposals: New indirect cost proposals are necessary to obtain approved indirect cost
rates for future fiscal years. The next indirect cost rate proposal is due six months prior to the

expiration dates of the rates in this agreement,

Section IV - Approvals

For the State Education Agency:

Colorado Department of Education
201 East Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203-1799

-”/—-"‘_

Sigsture
(DAvE (rRTEL

Name

C o7l ll LR

Title

C-25-/%

Date

ORGANIZATION: Colorado Department of Education

For the Federal Government:

U.S. Department of Education
OCFO /FIPAO / ICG

550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4450

hjﬂmu& DLJH,MCI

Signature

Frances Qutland

Name

Director, Indirect Cost Group

Title
JUN 182014

Date

Negotiator: Phillip Luster
Telephone Number: (202) 245-8069
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Early Childhood Leadership Commission
Lt. Governor Garcia, Co-Chair

Barbara Grogan, Co-Chair

Anna Ja Haynes, Co- Chair

1575 Sherman Straet Denver, CO 80203 Lo
www coloradoofficenfearlychildhood.com E:ui} Cridiand Qeadeviby Canmisian

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern: October 3, 2014

The Early Childhood Leadership Commission (ECLC), created in 2010 as Colorado's early
childhood state advisory council, was reauthorized by legislation in 2013 as the entity charged
to be the trusted and proactive champion for high-quality, outcome-focused programs and
services for pregnant women and children birth to age eight in Colorado. This high-level,
interagency, cross-sector, public-private commission accelerates and sustains Colorado’s
commitment to improving cutcomes for young children by promoting a shared vision and
strategic direction for an aligned system of services and supports. Its vision is that Colorado
has a comprehensive, seamless and effective service delivery system that supports families to
ensure that atl Colorado’s children are valued, healthy and thriving.

As the Commission responsible to advise the Colorado Department of Human Services, Office
of Early Childhood and for the alignment of standards, policies and procedures across
programs and agencies, the ECLC supports this application for the Colorado Department of
Education and its various subgrantees’ to participate in the Preschool Development
Expansion. Specifically, the Early Childhood Leadership Commission agrees to:

» ensure Colorado’s shared vision and state plan supports high-quality preschool
programs as defined in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant including high
staff qualifications such as teachers with a bachelor’s degree in early childhood
education;

» ensure the creation of the Colorado Preschool Program Advisory Group which will
value diverse perspectives and provide leadership as Colorado works to expand the
State Preschool Program and create high-quality preschool opportunities for all
children;

e integrate and coordinate standards, rules, policies, and procedures across programs
and agencies that support young children;

e pursue infrastructure reforms and policy improvements through partnerships and
public awareness;

s work towards the sustainability and scalability of high-quality preschool programs.

We look forward to the opportunity to accelerate efforts to ensure high-quality preschool
programs for families with young children in Colorado.

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Barb Grogan |PX®) [ Anna Jo Hayres
ECLC Co-Chair ECLC Co-Chair
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ADAMS STATE UNIVERSITY
C 0 L O R A D O
Cereat Stovies Begin Here

October 3, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom. It May. Cancern:
| am. writing to you on behalf of Colerado’s youngest and most vulnerable children.. As a university

professor | have the privilege of being in.the classrocoms of my students (who are preschool teachers) on
a regular basis. The teachers and staff work hard to provide quality education and care to young
children. . They work closely with the families and other agencies to build on strengths and access
resources that will help improve the success of the children. However, when | am in classrooms of K-3
teachers and children | ¢ften find that many of the children in these classrooms did not have the benefit
of regular attendance at a high quality preschool. These teachers tell me that one of the key differences
is the self regulatory skills of the children. . It is difficult to. make academic progress if you have delays in
self control.. Another key teachers make note of is the access to early intervention. When early
intervention happens in a high quality setting with high quality teachers and resources, children are
much more likely to be able ta take on the demands of K-3 content and skill expectations.

Over the last few years Colorado has made recent and significant investment in its state preschool
program. (CPP) and has taken. action to. provide more full-day preschool... As a non-native Coloradan who.
has been.in the state since 1998, | have been impressed with state wide collaboration and the level of
community collaboration. . | have been a part of our local ECE council and am still surprised at who.
“comes to the table”. Our regular meetings include individuals from public health, mental health,
private business (both within and outside of ECE), public schoaols, higher education (both four year and
two year), as well as center directors and family service representatives. There is always someone there
from our local Board of Cooperative Educational Services wha helps us keep serving Colorado’s children
with disabilities in the forefront of our thinking.. As | observe in classrooms, it is clear that providing
these children access/opportunity to attend preschool in the least restrictive environment is.really
happening.. As funding ebbs and flows (sometimes it feels like more ebbing!} I find our local and state
community still making things happen for children and families.

PR/Award & 54138150022
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Colorado’s efforts around quality have focused on standards, ratings, and manitaring using the latest
research.. Alignment has been. one of the things of which leaders have been keenly aware.. | served on a
P-3 Task Force that grew out of the Governor’s P-20.. The work that this group. did helped to anchor the
early learning guidelines in.best practice and gave the state a foundation for their efforts for a one stop.
shop.for ECE in Colorado. . | look forward to more of our preschool teachers and staff furthering their.
education as funding becomes available.

| fully support the Colorado Department of Education and its various sub grantees' application for
Preschool Development Expansion funds. Adams State University has a positive relationship with
Coloradoe. Department of Education; the Department of Teacher Education has worked closely with CDE
on numerous projects and initiatives. . Adams State University is fully committed to the initiatives
outlined in Colorado Department of Education’s proposal for Preschool Development Expansion Grant
funding..l am writing to affirm this commitment and our intended involvement in implementation of
the initiatives that fit with our mission of providing higher education access and success for. underserved
populations.. Adams State University is a Hispanic Serving Institution. We are committed to providing
access to higher education for students in rural Colerado and underserved areas.. One of cur key
supports for the early childhood community has been the development and offering of a Bachelor’s
Degree for Early Childhood Education. While we have focused on students who do not want a teaching
license and our current program.is non-licensure, we are developing a licensure program for students
who want to go that route..

.This spring {2015) the fifth cohort of our Early Childhood Education BA degree program will graduate.
One hundred percent of the students in the history of the program received some sort of financial aid
during their program.of study... Over 95% are first generation college students. All but one student have
been female and 55/76 have been students of color. One of the recent graduates is. now in.a Master’s
program.through the Boettcher Program. at Adams State University, and will graduate with her teaching
license in Elementary, Early Childhood and Culturally and Linguistically Diverse. With one exception,
teachers who complete the program have chosen to stay. in the field of early childhood education..
Researchers have repeatedly shown the value of a highly qualified teacher. We are committed to
helping Colerado Department of Education. provide highly qualified teachers to the early childhood
community in Celorado. ..

Personal Anecdote: | recently had the opportunity to spend some time in a Colorado Preschool Program
classroom that is using TOOLS of the Mind. The principal had shared that they had a little boy who.
everyone had fallen in love with as everyone had spent so much time with him! The description of ping-
pong ball fit. He was chronologically 3.% but on a developmental scale, about 24 months. The first two
weeks of school he bit, hit, scratched and spit on everyane, especially teachers. He also. ran out of the
classroom when he got a chance. .| watched him. and the assistant the school district had to hire for. him.
The teacher, the regular paraprofessicnal and. the assistant (and at times me) tried to ease him into. the
routines and activities. It was clear that he was not ready for the environment in which he found
himself. It was up to teachers to change the environment, find resources and assist the family. The
school knew that Child Find and the child’s doctor had previously encouraged the family.to get help for
the child but the family. never followed through. .
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While everyone was open with the mother, it was clear she was also overwhelmed with five children
under the age of six and one on. the way. However, teachers tried to be a positive as they could. and find
his. strengths. . On the night of the apen house, his family came. Teachers reported that the father
repeatedly thanked everyone for working with his son, and both parents were genuinely interested, to
the best of their ability, in helping him.grow. The next day the teacher shared her frustration that the,
mother did not seem to realize the seriousness of his delays and behavior. | gently reminded her that as,
a parent you cling to any thread that your child is “OK” and the school had accomplished what the
doctor and. Child Find had not..In just three short weeks they had managed to build a trusting
relationship with the family. Not only were they getting their children.to school each day, providing a.
snack for the children, and were almost always positive and happy when they picked up the children,
they came to an open house! They were open to having the child screened for delays and to having
specialist work with. him if needed. This is what quality preschool is about. While letters, numbers and
self regulation are important, what is equally valuable and long-lasting,. is the work we do with families...

.Expanding high quality preschool is essential if we want to close the achievement gap. We won't close
the achievement gap by investing in high. quality prisons. . Colorado has made great strides in early
childhood education and will continue to grow and develop. cur systems. This funds provided by this
grant will enable us to continue on our journey. .

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Linda Garris Christian, Ph.D.
Professor of Education
Adams State University.
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COLORADO ASSOCIATION

October 1, 2014

us. Department of Education
550 12" Street SW.
Washington, DC 20202

.To_ Whom It May Concern:,

The Colorado Association for the Education of Young Children {(CAEYC) is fully committed to the
initiatives outlined in. the Colorado Department of Education’s proposal for the Preschool.
Development Expansion Grant funding.. | am writing to affirm this support and our commitment and.
involvement in implementation of the initiative.

CAEYC is a statewide organization of those working with. young children and their families in a variety
of settings. Our network involves more than 1000 early childhood professionals across Colorado.

We are committed to working with CDE with the Preschool Expansion initiative, specifically
concerning continued professional development for classroom teachers, thereby encouraging quality.
improvement.

CAEYC, being the state affiliate of the National Association for the Education of Young Children,
promotes high quality Early Care and Education for all young children, especially with the NAEYC.
Accreditation system of high quality, research based standards. NAEYC Accreditation standards for
programs serving young children are included in the new Colorado Quality Rating and Improvement
System.  The Colorado Community Colleges have achieved NAEYC Accreditation of Associate
Degree Programs that meet Professional Preparation Standards for programs preparing early
childhood educators.

Colorado is a leader in successfully bringing together stakeholders to work together and assist in the
development of the best systems for improving quality and access for all of Colorado’s young
children. Over a dozen early childhood organizations and agencies meet at least monthly to discuss
policy and other early childhood issues as a team to assist the Departments in. moving forward with or
without sufficient funding and always promoting and improving preschool initiatives, especially for our
most at risk children and families.

Thank you. for your consideration of the Preschool Development Expansion Grant.

.Linda_ Adams, Executive Director
Colorado Association for the Education of Young Children

CaEYC P.0.Box631326 - Highlands Ranch, CO. 80163-1326
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UNIVERSITY of

NORTHERN COLORADO

Schoal of Special Education

10/3/2014

.S, Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing 1n tull support of the Colorado Department of Liducation and its various subgrantees'
application for Preschool Development Lixpansion tunds. This project will meet a great need in
Colorado’s early childhood community. by supporting expansion, providing quality improvements
and building etfective state infrastructure for state preschools to address gap in resources and
materials that specifically address this population in a growing diverse community in catly childhood..

During my past experiences. as a classroom teacher and now as a faculty who is involved in the
preparation of carly childhood professionals, I believe that there is an increasing demand for high
quality preschools and systematic training, information, and resources for professionals that reflect
current research and pedagogy that are tailored to the diverse identities ot staff, tamilies, and
children. As proven by their past rack record, the Colorado Department of liducations’ early.
childhaod team brings a wealth of experience and expertise that will elevate the quality. of preschool
services, training of professionals, and further deepen our understanding and knowledge in how to
best serve voung children and families in Colorado..

If funded, 1 gladly agree to support the project in as needed. My training, professional expericence,
and expertise allows me to serve vou well. I have over 18 vears of experience in the field of special
education in general, and ten years in early childhood specitically. I hold a Ph.ID. in special education
with emphasis in early childhood from the Uiniversity of Kansas. My main emphasis has been acting
as a catalyst to promote quality services for children and their families in early intervention/ early
childhood programs. My research areas and interests. are, effective inclusive intervention for young
children with disabilitics or at risk for disabilities; teacher preparation, and; effective community,
family, and professional partnerships. In accordance with my interests, 1 have published articles,
book chapters, received grants and awards, and presented at numerous local, national, and
international conterences. | work closely with the Colorado Department of Hducation’s early
childhood team on the three grants funded through the Department of Hducation to prepare well
qualified early childhood professionals and paraprofessionals, Further, 1 currently serve on School
Readiness Assessment Committee and have served on the Farly Challenge Grant Proposal
Preparation 1ask Force and now serve on their Advisory Council.

Additionally, as the coordinator of the blended catly childhood/ carly childhood special education
master’s degree program at the University of Northern Colorado, I ensure that the curriculum and
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UNIVERSITY of

NORTHERN COLORADO

-

Schoal of Special Education

trainings, which operates under the Colorado. Department of Education’s licensure guidelines and is
accredited by NCATLL (Now CALP), are alipned with the NALYC, C1iCC and DLIC’s protessional

standards.
[ wish CCDI the very best in their endeavors to continue to be trailblazers in the early childhood
community. through their leadership, viston, and hard work, [f vou have any further questions, please

do not hesitate to. contact.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Rashida Banerjee, Ph.D.

Associate Professor & Coordinator of MA Early Childhood Special Education Program
rashida.banerjee@unco.edu

(970} 351 1184
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@ Unl\fer8|ty Of CO'OradO School of Kdueation & Human Development
Denver Office of the Dean

Reberea Kantor, Dean

1330 Tawrence, Street, 1149,
B Bos 173364

Campus Bux 106

Denver, CO B0217-3364

[} 333156343
1 A-F1S-6549,

s uedenvere dwfeducution
October 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW.
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am pleased to be wriling to you on behalf of Colorado's youngest citizens and in [ull support of the
Colorado Department of Education and its various sub-grantees’ application for Preschool
Development Expansion funds. I am writing in both my capacity as Co-Chair of the statcwidc
Early Childhood Professional Devclopment Committee and as Dean of the School of Education and
Human Development at the University of Colorado Denver.

The faculty and I at CU Denver are [ully committed to the initatives outlined in the department’s
proposal and affirm this commitment as well as our intended involvement in implementation ot the
initiative. In particular, we have a new Bachelor’s degree with arcas of concentration in carly
childhood education, special cducation, clementary cducation and human development and family
relations, the first three leading to licensure. We have worked diligently with our Community
College colleagues to create articulation agreements and we are working to demonstrate alignment
with the CO Early Childhood Competencies [ramework. Our goal 1s o {acilitate building capacity.
for workforce development in the state.

Colorado has a vibrant and coordinated ECE professional community, onc that has tirclessly
worked, with and without funding, to advocate for and build quality programs for young children,
their families and their teachers. [ truly believe we are in a unique period ol momentum where we
could truly maximize the use of the proposed funds. These [unds would complement the work that
resulted in a greater investment in state preschool; the recent commitment to grow full day
preschool; the well- constructed carly Icarning guidelines that align with Colorado academic
standards, the ficld’s best practices and the rescarch basc that informs them; the exemplary work in
inclusive early education assuring access to quality for children with disabilities. Finally, and most
signilicant is the Colorado system, developed over 25 years, [or qualily improvement, ratings,
tracking and professional development. Thank you for your consideration of the Colorado proposal.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Rebecca Kantor

Professor and Dean .

School of Education and Human Development
University of Colorado Denver
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University of Colorado Denver
. .School of Education & Human Development

Qctober 3, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To_ Whom, It May Concern:,

.On_ behalf of the Early Childhcod Program at the University of Colorado. Denver, | am. writing to. support
the initiatives. cutlined in Colorade Department of Education’s proposal for Preschool Development
Expansion Grant funding. ..

The mission. of the Early Childhood Education program at the University of Colorado Denver is to prepare
early childhood professional leaders in Colorade with the knowledge. and skills to meet the needs of
young children and their. families within a rapidly changing and diverse society. Cur Bachelor of Arts
degree with a major.in Teaching, Learning, and Development is a four-year interdisciplinary professicnal
degree program to prepare undergraduate students for careers in early childhood education. CU.Denver
has an on-going relationship with the Colorado Department of Education and EC/Preschool Service
Providers in Colorado to place interns. in practicum partnership. sites and we will develop more
partnerships with. them to provide student teaching placements for. our undergraduate ECE interns.

The University of Colerado Denver fully supports full day preschool opportunities for at-risk children
across Colorade and funding to assist early childhoed teachers in attaining bachelor’'s degrees. As baby-
boomer teachers retire, there will be an unprecedented need for new teachers in Colorado, where 44% of
teachers are over 50. In Colorado, early childhcod education, elementary education, and special
education positions are expected to grow more than 20% by 2020. It is imperative to provide funding to
assist prospective early childhood teachers to complete their degree and licensure programs.

Workforce demand for well-qualified early chilohcod teachers is also increasing due to policy changes..
Head Start now requires that at least 50% of teachers have a baccalaureate or advanced early childhood
education degree and coursework equivalent tc an early childhood education major. Additicnally, more
teachers will need to be hired in Colorado to support the goals of the Race to the Top Early Learning
Challenge initiative.

As an early childhcod educator and representative. of the Early Childheod Education program at the
University of Colorade Denver, | pledge my support to the Preschool Expansion initiative. and welcome
an expanded collaboration between the university and this initiative to. support continuing teacher
professional development and ongoing quality improvement in preschool services, especially with respect
to serving Colorado’s children with disabilities.

Sincerely,

Swgaunne Adames
Suzanne Adams

Clinical Professor Early Childhood Education
University of Colorado Denver

1380 Lawrence Street #6 "%64 ...... Denver, CO 80217
R bl

Phone 303-315-4950. .. Fax suzanne. Adams @ucdenver.edu,
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W(=m==3 College of Education

UNIVEHSITY O GOLOBADO COLORADO SPRINGS

October 3, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW.
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern:

The College of Education at the University of Colorado Colorado Springs is fully supportive of the Colorado
Department of Education's application for Preschool Development Expansion funds.

COE began offering a new program in Inclusive Early Childhood Education a year ago and has , through the efforts of
its director, made significant inroads with both the Pikes Peak region’s carly childhood community as well as
involvemenl with CDE and its Early Childhood initiatives. The College is commitled to preparing the best early.
childhoed educators possible and has been pleased with the progress Colorado has made in the field, including:

o the recenl and signilicant investmenl in its state. preschool program (CPPY
e the state’s commitment to grow full-day preschool
» the creation and maintenance of a high-level, authentic community collaboration across EC sectors

o the focus on serving Colorado’s children with disabihities, providing these children aceess/opportunity. to
altend preschool in the least restrictive environment; these children have been provided full-day. preschool
opportunity. This is particularly. meaningiul (o the College as this parallels our philosophy in designing the
Bachelor of Innevation in Inclusive Early Childhood Education so that educators are prepared to teach el
children.

» the state’s commitment to “always moving forward,” with or without dollars (federal/otherwise} and its
efforts in promoting/improving preschool ininatives

o the state’s “centerpicee” that consists of its systems for quality — standards, ratings, monitoring — a holistic
approach that reflect 25 vears of work, and aligns with accreditation standards, best practices and the latest
research

» that Colorado has created and tested solid early learning guideline that are anchored in academic standards
and Head Start ontcomes, providing a “one stop™ foundation in the broad/local approach to preschool

As ateacher educator concerned with best practices in education, it has been refreshing 1o observe Colorado’s locused
and well-planned dedication to developing a smarl initiative integrating the many organizational facets needed 1o best
serve the state’s earliest learners. COE affirms its commitment to continuing its work with CDE in furthering our
shared purpose throngh the proposed preschool expansion/quality improvement initiative.

Sincerely,

Mary Snyder, Dean

College of Education

University of Colorado Colorado Springs
msnyder3@uccs.edu

o of Education Office of tan Doan
sracks Sprirgs. G0 80918 £ 19-255-1153 f719-255-1110

Calleg

1120 Alstin Blulls Plessy
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ﬁl TeachingStrategies®
for Early Childhood

September 30, 2014

U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Washington, DC

To Whom It May Concern:

Knowing Colorado’s deep commitment to improving access to high-quality preschool programs, we are excited that
Governor Hickenlooper and the Colorado Department of Education are applying for a federal Preschool
Development Grant—Expansion Grant. Such funding will provide critical assistance to the state as it works to
achieve its ambitious early leaming and school readiness goals.

Teaching Strategies is honored to have been collaborating with Colorado’s Office of Early Leaming and School
Readiness since 2003. Colorado was one of the first states to implement a statewide early education assessment
program, and its leadership has both shaped and reflected best practices for the assessment of young children. As
consensus about what children should know and be able to do at various ages has evolved and as ideas about
developmentally appropriate assessment have changed, Colorado has consistently guided other states, sharing
innovative ideas and lessons leamed. Colorado’s feedback has helped improve the validity and reliability of early
childhood assessment instruments and ensured their successful implementation in large-scale initiatives.

The Office of Early Leaming and School Readiness has helped Colorado educators transition successfully to new
tools as assessment technology has evolved, promoting improved outcomes for children by collecting meaningful
data that informs individualized instruction as well as program-improvement efforts. At the 2008 NAEYC Institute
for Early Childhood Professional Development, Nan Vendegna, Program Director, Colorado Preschool Program
and Results Matter Program, presented a session on the use of an online assessment instrument to analyze statewide
data. During the summer of 2010, Colorado began phasing in a state-of-the-art online assessment instrument,
Teaching Strategies GOLD. After gaining experience with the tool, Colorado hosted a GOLD™ roundtable event
with Colorado district leaders, Colorado Department of Education staff members, invited staff members from the
Nebraska Department of Education, and Teaching Strategies staff members. The Colorado Department of
Education continues to participate actively in two ongoing learning communities with other states that have adopted
the tool, and it has shared professional development materials and Results Matter videos. Earlier this year Colorade
hosted several other states for a 2-day learning community meeting to share ideas and best practices related to
kindergarten assessment. Colorado Department of Education personnel have been forthright about the benefits and
challenges of early childhood assessment, and generous in sharing strategies for implementation, stakeholder
communication, and the appropriate use of assessment data.

The Colorado Department of Education’s collaborative approach supports thoughtful early childhood assessment
initiatives in other states as well as in Colorado. We are pleased to write this letter of support for Colorado’s
Expansion Grant application.

Best regards,
(b)(6)

Andrea Valentine
President and Chief Operating Officer

7101 Wisconsin Ave., Suite 700 301634 0818 Phone TeachingStrategles.com
Bethesda, MD 20814 ) 301657 0250 Fax

PR/Award # S413B150022
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One day, all children in this nation will have the opportunity to attain an excellent education.

TEACHFORAMERICA

Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Burwell:

| am writing today to express Teach For America ¢ Colorado’s strong support for the Colorado
Preschool Expansion, Grant application.

Teach For America. » Colorado is striving to ensure every student in the state of Colorado,
particularly the 210,000 growing up in or near. poverty, have access to an excellent education, by
ensuring each child has access to a high quality school and seat. We are doing this by focusing our
effort on mobilizing our partners and collaboraters on a shared vision, and, as Teach For America
working an the leadership pipeline of educators and school leaders;. this includes early childhood
access for all students. We are deeply invested in Colorado’s application because we know.
Colorado. is dedicated to providing access to high quality programs to improve outcomes for young
children..

We are inspired by Colorado’s vision to expand pre-K for our state. Currently, our state is serving
nearly 20,000 three and. four year-olds and this funding will allow us to build upon this success for
more children and families. We know this is essential to creating an equitable landscape for all
children to have access to a high quality teacher and education.,

Sincerely,

|(b)6)

Sean VanBerschot
Executive Director
Teach for America » Colorado

AN AHLITCONES PROGRAM

1391 Speer Bowtevard, Suile 710 = Denver, €0 B0 39 A5 189%%03 803 0414 + wwwteachioramerea.org
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Qy a l’S‘ta r 3607 Martin Luther King Blvd * Denver, CO 80205 * Phone 303.335.6800

Fax 3203.332.6833 * Toll Free: 1.877.338.2273 * Website: www.qualistarcorg
COLORADO

.October 3, 2014

.U.S. Department of Education
550 12" Street SW.
Washington, DC 20202

To. Whom. it May Concern:

I am writing to voice Qualistar Colorado’s full support of the Colorado Department of
Education’s (CDE) application for Preschool Development Expansion funds. This funding
will support a much-needed expansion of the Colorado Preschool Program allowing it to
serve more at-risk children in high-quality care.

Qualistar Colorado is a non-profit dedicated to promoting the school readiness of all
Colorado’s children by working across the state to improve the quality of early learning
programs and helping parents find and choose high-quality early care and education..
Qualistar serves as the Child Care Resource and Referral State Network Office and is the
state Quality Ratings and Improvement System Administrator. In addition to these core
programs, the organization supports the early childhood community through T.E.A.C.H.
scholarships, capital improvement grants and health programming and supports. .

At Qualistar we understand why. preschool 1s important and we want to cnsurc that every
child in Colorado has the opportunity to attend a high quality preschool program. The
Colorado Preschool Program is an effective strategy to prepare children for kindergarten
guccess while supporting families and communitics in their quest to provide high quality
preschool programming. The program’s focus on quality reflects 25 vears of work to align
accreditation standards, ensure best practices and incorporate the latest rescarch.

Colorado 1s committed to growing the Colorado Preschool Program. The State 1s working to
grow full-day opportunities for children and will continue to collaborate with community
partners to support the growth and expansion of this critical program. . A Preschool
Expansion Grant would be a big step forward for the state and its preschoolers. Qualistar
1s pleased to be a part of this cffort and hopes that the U.S. Department of Education will
join us in this initiative. .

Thank you for your consideration of Colorado’s proposal. . Please feel free to contact me at

htritten@qualistar.org or by phone at 303-339-6806 if 1 can be of further assistance.

Sincercly,

(b)(6)

Heather Tritten
Interim President and CEG
Qualistar Colorado

PR/Award & 54138150022
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October 3, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am pleased to write this letter of support f for the Colorado Preschool Development Expansion Grant.
Research about the successes of our early childhood and preschool systems and services in Colorado
shows the benefits for children for future success in life. This grant will support expansion and state
infrastructure for preschool across the state.

PEAK Parent Center is fully committed to the initiatives outlined in Colorado Department of
Education’s proposal for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding. [ am writing to affirm this
commitment and our intended support of implementation of the initiative.

PEAK Parent Center (PEAK)] is Colorado’s Parent Training and Information Center (PT1) which works
with families across the state who have children ages birth - 26 disabilities or are at risk of
developmental delays. We speak with hundreds families of young children each year who are looking
for early childhood education and supports.

We have a longstanding, quality relationship with Colorado Department of Education early childhood
services and have partnered with them on initiatives in the past.

PEAK is very interested in being invoived with the proposed preschool expansion initiative in
Colorado and would like to share the voices of families around the state as stakeholders of these
services. Colorado has had a long standing commitment to serving children in the least restrictive
environment, and providing the full-day preschool opportunity based on best practices and the latest
research is critical.

[ ask you to give this proposal serious consideration. Based on Colorado’s track record and our long
standing commitment to supporting early childhood services, there will be huge benefits for young
children with this opportunity.

Please feel free to contact me if | can provide further information.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Barbara E. Buswell
Executive Director
PEAK Parent Center

PR/Award & 541381500322
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October 3, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my pleasure and honor to write this letter of support for the Colorado Department of
Education’s proposal for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding. As a School of
Education that prepares a significant number of teachers for Colorado’s schools, we are very
aware of the need for high-quality educators for the state’s youngest and most vulnerable
children. We understand the urgent need for young children to have access to excellent teachers
from their earliest experiences in educational agencies and schools through high school. We feel
that the initiative described in this proposal will help us meet this need in Colorado, and are glad
to support this effort.

Colorado is continually advancing forward-thinking preschool initiatives that seek to improve the
learning conditions of preschoolers. The solid early learning guideline that is already in place is
anchored in academic standards and Head Start Outcomes. As a result, the state already has a
broad, as well as local, approach to preschool education. Because of the state’s proven track
record, there is no doubt that the Colorado Department of Education will maximize the impact of
the federal funds to improve the educational experiences of preschoolers throughout the state..

Therefore, without reservation, I support the Colorade Department of Education’s proposal. It has
the potential to significantly advance educational access and impact to the state’s youngest
learners.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Elizabeth R. Hinde
Dean, School of Education
Metropolitan State University of Denver

PR/Award & 54138150022
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1000 Rim Drive
Durango, CO 81301-3999

October 3, 2014

U.S, Department of Education
550 12% Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom [t May Concern:

Tam pleased to write this letter in full support of the Colorado Department of Education and its various
sub grantees’ application for Preschoo! Development Expansion funds. The Fort Lewis College Early
Childhood and Elementary Program is committed to providing quality professional development to our
Southwest Colorada early childhood workforce. [ am writing to affirn this commitment and our intended
invelvement in implementation of the initiative.

The Fort Lewis College Early Childhood Program has worked on early childhood and family partnership
initiatives federally, at the state level, and the local fevel, including the local school districts, Itis our
opinion that the Colorado Department of Education is dedicated in providing a quality system that
includes protessional development that aligns with national accreditation standards, best practices and
the latest research. We are excited to he a part of the “move forward” in carly childhood practice.

I personally have worked in the field of early childhood in Colorado since 1987. In recent years T have seen
the State of Colorado implement systematic changes that contribute to the respect and value of the
profession. Their systematic work in alignment of birth through post-sccondary practice is amazing,
inspirational and is contributing to a rise in society’s esteem of our profession.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

il O el

Dr. Kristine Greer :

Assaciate Professor, Early Childhood/Elementary
Teacher Education

Fort Lewis College

PR/Award & 54138150022
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Qctober 7, 2014

US Department of Education

To whom it may concern:

| support Colorado's application for a Preschool Development Grant because....

these children are our future

Early Care and Education Professional

it helps prepare our children for kindergarden. They learn alot of social & academic skills they
would otherwise not get to help them excel in the educational future!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

it's a critical glement of lifetime learning and early education should be supported and available to
all children.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

I cannot say encugh about how impoertant preschoal is for Colorado. As a seascned educatar, |
have come to realize the importance of building literacy at the preschool level. This foundation,
built well, serves lhe studenls throughout their primary and secondary scheoling. Wilthout the
preschool foundation, K-12 schools have a difficult time clgsing the achievement gap.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farent

Preschool is essential to early development and keeping our kids ahead of the curve.

Parent. Grandparent, Foster Parant

research has shown how important preschoal is, as it lays the foundation for future success. All
our preschaclars should have the opportunity to attend preschaol; those that do nat begin
Kindergarten farther behind those that do.

Early Carg and Education Professional

The use of tachnelogy for teachers and children alike is growing each day, additional funds are.
needed to support this area of need

Early. Care and Educalion Prefessional

Eartly Learning is the foundation for children and their families

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

It could benefit more children and programs in my state.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farenl

The San Luis Valley has a need for it!

Early Care and Education Professional

our child has had a great preschool experience at Fireside Elementary.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

early childhood education is an excellent investment in the educalion of cur children!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farent

We believe strongly that every child can benefit from a positive prescheol experience and best of
all, can instill & lifetime love. of learming!

Early Care and Education Professional

As g parent, | know how tough it is to find affordable, high quality preschocl and get your kids inl
As a CEO of a nonprofit working with struggling kids. and families, | know how impertant quality
affordable preschool is to kids success and the future of our state.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farent

The aarlier kids slart to learn the balter

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farenl

early brain development research strongly indicates thata starting by age & is too |ate for many
children who's. homes, or early experiences lack support for guality early development

Early Care and Education Professional

garly childhood programs provide children educaticnal spportunities coming into schoal they may
not, otherwise be afforded.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

our children need a rich learning environment while their parents are at work

Early Care and Education Professional

We take our Kid's seriously.

Early. Care and Educalion Prefessional

As an educator and parent | strongly believe in our education system

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

investing in high guality early education experiances for all children will make Colorado a stronger
state now and in the future.

Early Carg and Education Professional

Freschool is no longer an extra or addition ta prep for Kindergarten it is a necessary part of school
readingss. We cannot afford to let early childhood years slip by without quality garly childhaod
programs available for all children.

Early Carg and Education Professional

It helps establish education at an early age. Itis critical to teach child while their brain is like a
sponge.

Early. Care and Educalion Prefessional

education is an equalizer, especially if given early!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

My 3.5 year old daughter is thriving in her first year if prescheol! Her world is opening up thanks to
the work and |ove of her amazing preschool teachers!

Parent. Grandparent, Foster Parant

Colorado's children deserve to have their education be a priority and net have to rely on daycare
as the only option for this age group.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farent

it benefits children and families to be engaged in education and all levels of development- be it
physical, mental, social, cognitive, scientific, mathematic, literacy.. | could go on and an:).
Preschaol matters!!]

Early. Care and Educalion Prefessional

schooling at an early age is important.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

| have seen the benefils Preschool provides for families.

Parent, Grandparenl, Foster Farent
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With respect speacifically to Pueblo, preschool continues Lo ba an area of great need. | work ina
schoal district and. on a continual basis this year L have heard from kindergarten teachers that a
good percentage of their students have come to kindergarten without any prior preschool
gxperience. Despile the CPP slots afforded to the district and the approximale 250 children
participating in. Head Start, we see healthy numhbers of children ill prepared for the rigers. of
kindergarten. Work to ensure kindergarten is what it should be is ancther matter, however the
first year of formal education should begin successfully and research reveals that this includes
preschool. Qur community child care centers need support to provide quality programming at
affordable cost to families and/or at litlle to no cost due to the 37% poverty rate again this 2014,
Child care centers, preschoocls, and family home providers, in addition to head start and. schoal
districts, need support in providing preschool to prepare children for kindergarten. Therefore |
support Colorado's applicalion for a Preschool Davelopment Grant.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Our children are ready for organized education as early as two.

Parent, Grandparenl, Foster Farent

Access to garly education for children is a prerequisite for. a thriving society.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Early. childhood is the best time to help kids learn!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

I am a parent and & professional involved in early childhood

Parent. Grandparent, Foster Parant

Teo many kids miss. out on preschool. Mo slots

Early Care and Education Professional

children who attend. preschool are more socially and emotionally prepared for Kindergarten and
elementary school. They know how to use their words to ask for what they need, and they
communicate better with their peers. Children who have attended PreKindergarten already know
how ta follow a schedule and be a part of a group. They can attend far longer pericds of time,
which praparas them for sitting at a desk for Kindergarien.

Early Carg and Education Professional

it helps children succeed in schoal and life by giving children and families socialfemotional and
academic support.

Early Care and Education Professional

It tremendously helped my child whose first language. is not English. & expanded his social skills
ten fold.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

We at Jeffco believe passicnately in preparing children to be ready to read

Early. Care and Education Professional

We have an autistic grandson. and his preschoal has helped him.in more way that we imagined!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

preschoal is criical for early childhood development, school readiness, and future workforce
readingss.

Parent, Grandparenl, Foster Farent

our children are our future!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

avary child deserves an equal starlin life

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farent

there are limited opportunities and choices far children in rural communities such as ours. Low-
income families are challenged 1o maka ends meet and do not have funds for preschool. Early
intervention of disabilities is key for the child's success. in school and life. Preschool experience is
s0 important in all areas of development but especially social-emational !

Early Carg and Education Professional

There is already a lot of infrastructure to make quality improvements successfull

Early. Care and Education Professional

Colordao is pesitionad to make meaningful improvements in the services available to our
preschool children and their families.

Early Carg and Education Professional

it's essenlial to healthy student davelopment

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Quality early learning experiences help shape a child for life

Early Care and Education Professional

these sarly ysars. are extremely important in.terms of development

Early. Care and Education Professional

There is striong evidence that kids bave better futures when they attend preschool

Parent. Grandparent, Foster Parant

investmant in preschool education pays off in countless ways for children and familias.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

There are not encugh quality preschools especially for chidren with special needs.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Education beginning when children are young helps. build a strong foundation. for them and for our.
state,

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

preschogl is the beginning of a great education

Early Carg and Education Professional

all children deserve to have a high quality early childhood experience! Without preschool many
children will not be ready for the increased expectations of kindergarten and beyond.

Early Carg and Education Professional

Itis critical 1o offer the highest qualigy early educalion services to the children who are most in
need to promote kindergaren readiness and school success.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Our children need an Early start on there education. Get them ready for kindergarten. A small
amount of hours makes tham really happy for school

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

early learning decreases later draws on the system

Early Care and Education Professional

the formative years are so important for success later in life.

Parent. Grandparernt, Foster Parant
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Supporting high quality early childhood education reduces risk more sericus prohblem behaviors in
later years.  Invest in cur children, they are our future of our society and our culture. . Build a better
tomorrow for generations to comel!!!

Early Care and Education Professional

it will lay. a solid foundation far our little future leaders

Early. Care and Education Professional

...a5 a retired middle school teacher the overwhelming research data has convinced me that we
have the best chance of interrupting the poverty cycle through early childhood intervention.

Early Care and Education Professional

Accessment at an early age is vital to the success of gur children!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Freschool helps kids get ready to learn!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Freschool is essential for kids and not everyone can afford to send their kids to preschoocl.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Itis important to invest in the lives of young childran.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Children's brains are growing at their fastest when they're young!

Early Care and Education Professional

our ygungest children need early exposure to succeed in their school career

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

| have seen a huge benefit from my son keing in preschool

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Cluality early childhaod experiences can change the trajectory for a child at risk, and create a
foundation for all children ta thrive. An ocunce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Early. Care and Education Professional

studies show that early childhood education will help a child to succeed when they attend the next
level of their education.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Fraschool is such a great foundational tool for children.

Parent, Grandparenl, Foster Farent

Preschaol is such a great foundational tool for children.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

My son has been in preschool since he was 3, he has advanced sufficiently since he has been in
the program! He had no prior intaraction with other children his age so beaing in the program has
also helped him. socially!

Parent. Grandparent, Foster Parant

Freschool is very important in my opinion. The beginning of every child's first school experience
shiuld be a positive experience and in preschool we provide that. We provide child with schogl
readiness and life skills. With that | totally support this application. Preschoal is the key to a,
child's life long of learming.

Early Care and Education Professional

It gives kids a head start in education.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Nat all families can aiford the cost of preschool

Parent. Grandparernt, Foster Parant

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

It's benaficial for the growth of our childran and our future.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farenl

Early Childhood Education is the foundation for our future. If we provide a solid foundation for our
preschoolers now, the sucess they will see in the future will be infinite.. Our, world will be a better
place.

Early Care and Education Professional

It is impartant to the growth of today's children

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

it gives children an good base going forward and helps them learn. my son loved it and learned
alat.

Parent, Grandparenl, Foster Farent

it helps in the development of our children

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Preschool is the jump start to school. [ts an opportunity to get children exciled to learn and

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Freschool helps children get the experience w/ a structured school day and mixes essential
learing with play. So many Children don't get that at home anymaore

Parent, Grandparenl, Foster Farent

Early Childhood Education is very impertant for all young children. Children need a program that
will support and develop their skills needed to succeed in school. Having a preschool
background, it will help the children learn the skills they need to move on to the next grade level.

Early Care and Education Professional

provides early intervention for high risk children

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

early learning. gives. every child a strong start.

Early Care and Education Professional

every child deserves every chance.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

All young children deserve the opportunity to flourish educationally. We must remove the barriers
to continueg to clase the acheivement gap.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

| am. a teacher in the program and have seen first hand the amazing. positive effects our program
has on our sludents! | believe preschool should be available for every child because of Lhe
difference that it makes it getting children prepared for kindergarten and the years ahead, both
socially and academically.

Early Care and Education Professional

early education is of primary importance in guaranteeing a child's future success.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Freschool is important because it gives children an opportunity to understand their social and
cultural relationships. and. gives teachers and families the oppartunity to transform culture through
Iransforming the way children understand and interact with one anaother.

Early. Care and Education Professional

Freschool provides a foundation for future learning. Children learn. many skills and their
development is anhanced wilh a quality preschool.

Early Care and Education Professional

Early Childhood education is. essential for later success in school

Early. Care and Education Professional

Praschaol is & creative and encouraging time for children and their families as they bagin their
journey through school.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent
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This is the important foundation education is built an more parents are working and do less with
lheir kids C0 is among tha worst for teachers 1o work in any improvements maan so much

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

it may. help increase equity for children

Early. Care and Education Professional

Ewvery child should have the opportunity for strengths to be recognized and developed. High ability
preschoolers. in every student sub-group should be recognized for performance and ability having,
opportunities to develop abiliies over time within sustainable well articulated Pre-K thrgugh grade
three programming. | support the alignment of preschool programs within a birth-through-third-
grade continuum of services, and « ways to sustain articulated programming for high
ability/precocious students gver time,

Early Care and Education Professional

Preschool is critical to he success of our children.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

we want to support the early educaticn. of successful citizens

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

chi;dren can learn so much at this age. It 0s so important to give the benifitial slart in all domains
to make them successful.

Early Carg and Education Professional

| meet children every day lhat nead more help with aarly literacy

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Children need high quality early childhood experiences, because they learn more in the first five
years of life than any other lime.

Early. Care and Education Professional

our community programs and school distrists are up for the challenge to provide the opportunity
for all 4yr old children

Early Care and Education Professional

there are many children in our state that are not being served in high quality early childhood
classes. All children have the night to acquire the skills necessary to be successful as they enter
kindergarten and be successful laler in life. Families alse have lhe right Lo be involved in high
quality care and education that supperts them to improve their parenting skills and home life,

Early. Care and Education Professional

my 1 son who didn't go to pschool struggled every yr in school for 12 yrs.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

the learning that children get in pre-school help move them foward

Early. Care and Education Professional

My child benefited greatly from the opportunity o attend preschoal.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Colorado has a strong record in supporting children and families needing early childhood
services. Colorada families struggle to find high guality pragrams in Colorado. Colorado has put
much effort into enhancing the quality of preschool programs available for all children, particularly
lhose wilh ecenomic risk factors.

Early Care and Education Professional

the first 5 years of life are the most critical in a child's development.

Early Care and Education Professional

Sludies have shown preschool is invaluable to society.

Parent, Grandparenl, Foster Farent

I am an educator and see the need for more quality early childhood programs. We are not
reaching all children.

Early Care and Education Professional

I feel that all children in Colorado should receive a fair garly education as much as they do in their
later years. Early education is very important in each child’s life.

Early Care and Education Professional

research shows that preschool leads to school readiness and success.

Early Care and Education Professional

Too many children and nol encugh current spols

Parent, Grandparenl, Foster Farent

Because enrichment during preschool years is cruciall

Early Care and Education Professional

all children need this opportunity to establish a solid foundation, nat just in academics but soically,
ematicnally, and physically!

Early Care and Education Professional

Early inlervention works!

Early Care and Educalion Professional

we are net sure how we can afford preschool for our son. It's so expensive in our area but we
don'l mest Head Start's requiraments aither.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Preschaol lays the foundation that all education is built upon, More importantly, it is the only
schooling system that specifically works on social emotional education, which is imperative to,
success in any educational system and in life. Withaut a social emotional foundation. all acadernic
education is lost,

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Dealta Counly community is in great nead of all day care for preschool aged children.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

| believe it helps kids

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

All kids desarve guality early childhood care and a place to learn, grow, and develop the skills
negded to be a successful member of our community!

Early Carg and Education Professional

Children. benefit from the. socialization and_life skills taught in preschool

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

access ta early childhood education provides a wide rage of appartunities for children who may
otherwise fall behind

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

preschoaol is impertant for kids.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farent

the children need mere social interaction

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

the children need more class time to be able to be successful in kindergarten and first grade.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

| beligve in investing in young lives and setting them up for success!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

without it, my child would not be recieving the special education help he needs

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

every child need a good hase for their education.

Parent. Grandparent, Foster Parant

FPreschool is the second most succesful intervention (after prenatal, infant, and toddler programs)

Early Care and Education Professional
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all children deserve a great start!

Early. Care and Education Professional

It iz needed!

Early. Care and Education Professional

hy child deserves quality education early on

Parent, Grandparenl, Foster Farent

Steven Runfola

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Early Childhood has long awaited support and now is the time for Colorade children to benefit
from. every opportunity. available. Colorado now has support from the. current Governaor, the Early
Childhood office at the state level, the Early Childhood Council Leadership Alliance Board, the
local Early Childhood Councils in most communities as well as significant new support from
Department of Human Services and Colorado Department of Education. With additional funding it
would assist these enlities Lo continue support in Early Childhood and perhaps offer all Celorado
children the opportunity of a strong quality early childhaod experience prior to school years.

Early Carg and Education Professional

research shows that cutcomes are impraved for students if they attend preschool early anl

Early Carg and Education Profassional

It allows students to have opportunity for a positive education experience.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

my. son would not have been able to start school if not for this program. He needs. help in speech
development before kindergarten.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

my. daughter is in special education and it is giving her skills before kindergarten sa that she can
be hopefully at grade level when starting kindergarten

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

early literacy is the first step to creating lifelong learners

Early. Care and Education Professional

it is s important to our kids futures.

Parent. Grandparernt, Foster Parant

| feel preschool gives a child skills they need to be prepared for learning. 1 think they are mre
succassful with learning and retaining when Lhey have had preschoel. | also think preschool
prepares kids. socially. A lot of kids do not understand what healthy relationships are, and
preschool introduces them to this. An investment up front {providing preschool) will save us in the
lang run

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

The earlier kids start the better

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Preschool is the foundation for all other educational experiences

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Freschool has so many benefits. Socially, Physically, Developmentally, and Emoticnally enables
children to find growlh more than in a home setting.

Early. Care and Education Professional

the first five years of a child's life are the foundations that shapes a child's future health,
happiness, growth, development, learning achievements in schoal, in family, in their community
and in life in general. Research has shown that the first three years is a critical time to a child's
brain is being development.Early experiences provide the base for the brain's crganizational
development and functioning throughout life. They have a direct impacl on how children develop
learning skills as well as. social and emoticnal abilities.

Early. Care and Education Professional

lhe needs of our children continue to grow with limited resources to reach our most impacted
children,

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Five of my own children benefited greatly from this early introduction to the classroom setting and
start making connections with other children to enhance their social skills. "Early” is the key ward.
Get them out doing educational things instead of watching tv and wasting a whole year that they.
could have been learning life skills that will bring a lifetima of benefits.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

| strongly beleive this program provides a positive start to children and families

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Every Child & family deserves a great start in thair educational journay

Early Care and Educalion Professional

Oklahoma's preschool project has shown benefits for kids

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

We see the difference a preschool experiance makes for children. With confidence and skills
developed in all learning domains, children are prepared for school success.

Early. Care and Education Professional

Freschool is a proven approach to improved readiness for higher. education. The social emational
growth and. shaping pays huge dividend in kindergarten and. early elementary education.

Early. Care and Education Professional

I teach ECE and get t see the profound, pasitive impact early ed has on children, families, and.
the community. Early education is an investment in temorrows. economy.

Early. Care and Education Professional

We need to reach our children early so that they. can learn, grow and thrive.

Early. Care and Education Professional

Quality preschool expenences. offer. children and their families. a positive educational foundation
on which to build upon.. It supports the child's. socialfemational development as well as cognitive.
development and supports parents in being their child’s first and most imporlant leachar and
advocate.. Preschool paves the way to a8 more positive and successful learning experience for.
children.

Early Care and Educalion Professional

the early years are the most important years in ensuring children lead successful lives. Thereis
not enough high guality preschoel opportunities in Colorado, so it's important to do all we can to
increase the chances for. our children!

Early Care and Educalion Professional
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what is learned during the earliest years can change the trajectary of a lifetime.

Early Care and Education Professional

Cluality preschool is.toe much out of a family budget and budgets are getting tighter. Yet school
scores are becoming lower and early learning has praven to help close the gaps. Colorads needs
lhe Preschool Developmenl Grant to. give every child the eppertunity. Thank you

Early Care and Education Professional

early intervention is. the best way to ensure a child's. success in school and life leng. skills...
Reasearch shows that children who attend a language rich preschool are more likely to graduate
high school, stay married and have a job.

Early Carg and Education Professional

| see a need for more quality Preschool programs, in either a public or 3 private setting in the
State of Colorado. Theories and studies have shown concrete evidence that a child's PLAY based
preschool learning provides a crucial foundation for all future learning. A Preschoel Development
Grant will provide the State with start-up money to enable. public and other schocls with the.
opportunity to offer preschool pregrams. to all preschoel aged children.

Early. Care and Educalion Prefessional

all children should have access to preschool

Early Care and Education Professional

We need to have highly qualified teachers waorking with students, just as Kindergarten has.

Early. Care and Education Professional

Preschool was whal sel my child ahead. She was on an IFSF, but since she had early support
she has negver needed an |EP in elementary school.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Farent

Great ECE is the key to success in future education and social emotional growth. Super,
important!

Early. Care and Education Professional

Highquality pre-schoal is expensive to produce, yet is very important to children's success in the
future

Early Care and Education Professional

children need support at an early age

Parent. Grandparent, Foster Parant

ALL children need a good foundation to grow an....

Early Care and Education Professional

this is an. opportunity to make a significant positive impact on Colorade’s. most vulnerable children
and families.

Early. Care and Education Professional

Participation in preschool predicts later success!

Early Carg and Education Professional

ECE teachers daserve to be fundedi/paid as all other teachers

Early. Care and Educalion Prefessional

| believe early education is the foundation to a solid future in education.

Early Care and Education Professional

of the high expectations. of the common core and the significant amount of families in Colorado
who are underprivileged and can't afford goed early childhooed programing... If we can provide free
preschool for all students our students will be batter prepared for the rigor of school.

Early. Care and Education Professional

Preschool is proven to have lasting positive effects

Early. Care and Educalion Prefessional

AlLL Colgrade children deserve to get a good start in school!

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Colorado. is poised to take an already. strong pragram and make it even betler. They have
amagzing cutcomes and tremendaus. leadership!

Early. Care and Educalion Prefessional

We must give all children an equitable chance for. a great start to life. Research clearly
demgnstrates that attending high qualily preschool has life-long positive effects, especially for
children of low income. This is the best way to invest in the future of our State and to help break
the cycle of poverty.

Early Carg and Education Professional

The more wea make preschool available to familie the less we have to spend in the long run for
prisgns.

Early. Care and Education Professional

The sooner we start, the further they go.

Early. Care and Educalion Prefessional

Children are the future, we need to help and give them every cppoertunity and chance to succeed.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Children are the future, we need to help and give them every opportunity and chance to succeed.

Parent, Grandparent, Foster Parent

Every preschool aged child deserves a quality preschool program.

Early Care and Education Professional

Freschool should be available to any family. Children want Lo go to school! lel's harness Lhe
enthusiasm for learning early and improve cutcomes for all by providing high quality experiences
without barriers.

Early. Care and Education Professional
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COLORADO

Department of Education

Excaptoral Swideat Services Umit
1560 Broadway, Suite 1175
Denver, CO BG202-5149

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

October 2, 2014
To Whom It May Concern:

The mission of the Exceptional Student Services Unit is to build the capacity and effectiveness of
Colorado educational systems in meeting the academic, social-ermotional, and independent living needs
of students with exceptionalities, Both research and practice have demonstrated that early
intervention and support of our youngest students with disabilities will ultimately result in higher
achievement, expanded learning, and improved social-emctional outcomes. | am pleased to write to
you on behalf of our most vulnerable population.

The Colorado Department of Education has a quarter-century of outstanding efforts in the area of early
childhood education. The State has a strong commitment to providing exemplary services, providing
access to the least restrictive environment, to anchor learning in academic standards, and to move
toward full-day preschool in every community. Our guality indicators for preschool education augment
research based instruction and define developmentally appropriate practices.

The ESSU fully supports the Preschool Expansion Grant proposal submitted by the Colorado Department
of Education and partners. It is clear that full-day preschool in quality settings is particularly
important for our young children with disabilities whaose individualized learning needs, by their very
nature, require more time. We are sure that this grant will serve as a launching pad to excellence by
providing a strong foundation for preschool education.

The Colorado Department of Education has as one of its key goals “Start Strong.” This expansion grant
will not only benefit the preschool children in Colorado, but will go a long way toward meeting this
goal. All children have the right to a fully realized educational experience. We are fully committed to
the initiatives outlined in the proposal for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding and look
forward to working with our communities, our educators, and our youngest children with disabilities
and their families.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Randy Boyer
Assistant Commissioner and State Director of Special Education
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I_ ] -.| 475 17" Street, Suite 950
" Denver, Colorado 80202
affice; 303-379-3350

Executives Partnering

. 0. . www.ColoradeEpic.org
ta Invest In Children ;>

October 3, 2014

Nan Vendegna

Program Director,

Coloradoe Preschool Program and Results Matter Program
Colorado Department of Education

201 East Colfax Ave., Room 105

Denver, CO 80203

Ms. Vendegna:

Executives Partnering to Invest in Children (EPIC) is a coalition of business
leaders, nonprofits and foundations promoting early childhood care, education,
health and parenting as the highest priority of public and private investment in
Colorado. EPIC understands the need for equitable access to high-quality
preschool for all Colorado children.

EPIC fully endorses the Colorado Department of Education in the Preschool
Development Grant application to the U.5. Department of Education and U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services. The business community. of Colorado
stands in support of the Colorado Department of Education and the Colorado
Preschool Program to consistently promote and seamlessly integrate high-
quality preschool into the overall educational environment.

EPIC has recently embarked on a unigue collaboration with the Colorado
Department of Education to recruit and engage business representatives to join
Colorade Preschool Program District Advisory. Councils. In this role, EPIC
provides materials and technical support to Colorado Preschool Program
Coordinators. speak in “business friendly” terms. Additionally, we identify local
business representatives to participate in the Colorado Preschoaol Program and
lend a business perspective.

Thank you for providing the Preschool Development Grant. The Colorado
Department of Education and the Colorado Preschool Program stand ready and
able to carry out the requirements of this grant. EPIC is proud to be a partner in
this request and recommends an award for the children of Colorado.

Respectfully,
(b)(6)

Gloria Higgins

President PR/Award # S419B150022
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CORLY CHILDHOOD
COLORCDO PARTNERSHIP

October 3, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern:

The Early Childhood Colorade Partnership (Partnership) is pleased to support the Colorado Department
of Education and its various subgrantees' application for Preschool Development Expansion funds. The
Partnership is Colorade’s Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems Grant (ECCS) multi-sector,
collaborative body. The Partnership is a network of partners from state and local agencies, statewide
nonprofits, local early childhood councils, foundations and universities committed to ensuring the vision of
the Early Childhood Colorado Framework is effectively implemented in Colorado. The Partnership provides
the space and conditions for diverse partners across the comprehensive early childhood system--
encompassing health, mental health, family support and early learning—to come together, identify
common results, share best practices, implement strategies and track progress towards indicateors of child
and family wellbeing and systems performance improvement.

Coloradco’s current ECCS grant, Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems — Building Health through
Integration, focuses an mitigating toxic stress and trauma for infants and toddlers. . The Partnership is
fully. committed to the initiatives outlined.in Colorado Department of Education’s proposal for Preschool
Development Expansicn Grant funding as preschool can be a powerful prevention and intervention
strategy to preventing early adversities and mitigating toxic stress in young children.

The Partnership network has supported. and been deeply involved in Colorado’s powerful strides
forward toward ensuring children have high-quality early learning supports and environments. Colorado
has continually committed to increase access to high-quality preschool and early learning programs like
Head Start, even in the face of a dire budgetary climate and political opposition. The Partnership and the
Colorade Department of Education remain committed to continuing efforts to expand early learning
opportunities to the many vulnerable children in our state who are not able to access these vital
supports.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

lanine Pryor

(b)(6)

Mary Martin
(b)(6)

Sarah Davidon
Early Childhood Colorado Partnership Steering Committee Chairs
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Children. Their fuswee, Durvespons-oility.

October 3, 2014

U.5. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern:

The Early Childhood Council Leadership Alliance {ECCLA) is writing to express full support of the Colorado
Department of Education and its various subgrantees' application for Preschool Development Expansion funds.
Colorado is one of many states across the nation striving to link early learning, health, mental health, family
support, and parent education so that families and young children experience an equitable, high-quality
continuum of services and supports that leads to success in school and life.

Following the Colorado General Assembly’s establishment of Consolidated Child Care Pilots in 1996, several
communities established coalitions to strengthen local early childhood systems and better serve children ages 0-
8. Over time, maore communities joined this effort, ultimately leading to legislation in 2006 which established the
Early Childhood Councils (HB0O7-1062). Currently there are 31 £arly Childhood Councils serving 58 out of 64
Colorado counties. Through this system Colorado has built and maintains high-level and “real” community
collaboration across EC sectors.

The role of the Early Childhood Council Leadership Alliance is to assist local communities throughout the state to
develop and implement systems that successfully promote and improve early childhood services so that more
children are benefiting from early learning resources. Through strong partnerships with local and state partners,
communities work together to strategically plan and implement efforts to address barriers to access and
availability of services and supports for young children and families. In doing this Colorado has made recent and
significant investment in its state preschool program {CPP) and has taken action to grow full-day preschool
throughout the state.

ECCLA is fully committed to the initiatives outlined in Colorade Department of Education’s proposal for
Preschool Development Expansicn Grant funding. | am writing to affirm this commitment and our intended
involvement in implementation of the initiative. Thank you for this opportunity to tell you about the work and
successes of our early childhood and preschool systems and services in Colorado.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

Maro Zagoras
Executive Director
Early Childhood Council Leadership Alliance {ECCLA)
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1680 LOGAN STREET, SUITE 210
DENVER, COLORADO 80203

Tel: 303-866-3299 Fax: 303-866-2530
www.csi.state.co.us

CHARTER SCHOOL INSTITUTE
October 3, 2014

U.5. Department of Education
550 12" Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

Te Whom It May Concern,

Please accept this letter as confirmation of support from the Charter School Institute of the Colorado Department of
Education’s application for the Preschool Development Expansion funds. The Charter School Institute is a statewide
charter school authorizer whose portfalio includes schools serving preschool-aged children. We currently have three
public preschools participating in the Colorado Preschool Program as well as private preschools operating on the school
grounds of others. The Charter School Institute’s portfolio of schools serving high-risk students continues to expand,;
therefore, the need for additional funding in the state of Colorado is of immediate concern for our schools and for the
students for which our schools serve. It is our schools’ need to further increase the quality of preschoel programs
currently in existence as well as support the expansicn efforts to provide preschool access to more children. The
Charter School Institute and its schools work with the Colorado Department of Education to work towards achieving
high quality programs for preschool students served.

During the last two preschool program expansions in the state of Colorado, it is clear that a high priority within these
expansions is to expand full-day preschool to ensure children are given the necessary additional preschool access they
need to be kindergarten ready. Expanding the preschool program even further for the state of Colorado would be
extremely helpful to expand the reach of students in need of these programs.

A few years back, the Charter School Institute applied and received only enough funding to support 35 eligible children
on behalf of one school within the portfolio. Within two years cf receiving the funding for the 35 eligible children, the
number of eligible children needed to support the Charter School Institute’s growing portfolio tripled. It was not until
the following year during an expansion that the Charter Schoo! Institute was able to obtain funding for additional eligible
children to meet the increasing demand to serve eligible children in high quality preschool programs. The following
year, the Charter School Institute was again in the same situation, and yet again requested additional funding for eligible
children to support the increasing demand needed for our portfolio’s children. The Charter School Institute continues to
expand, and therefore the need for additional funding is still on the rise for our portfolio schools.

We appreciate your consideration of Colorado’s application.

Sincerely,

I(b)(ﬁ)

(b) b)(6
@Jﬁndsay Hu[l( 1®) Dl

Submissions,Nutrition and Programs Director/CSI Preschool Advisory Council Liaison
Charter School Institute
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Qctober 3, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for this opportunity to tell you about the work and successes of our early childhcod
and preschool systems and services in Colorado and to express the support of Clayton Early
Learning {Ciayton) for the initiatives outiined in the Colorado Department of Education proposal
for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding.

The Schools at Clayton Early Learning provide high-quality direct services to approximately 650
primarily low-income children and their families across our programming options and is a
member of the national Educare Learning Network, Clayton was designated by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services in 2010 as one of ten national Centers of Excellence
in Early Childhood through a competitive review process. Clayton Early Learning has been a
national leader in full implementation of the Head Start and Early Head Start performance
standards for more than over 20 years. Indicators of expertise and capacity include:

+ Federal on-site menitoring reviews in 2006, 2009, and 2012 found the program in full
compliance with all Head Start performance standards, including fiscal requirements.

s The Educare Denver School at Clayton Early Learning achieved re-accreditation by the
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) in 2011,

¢ Onits most recent (February 2012) Qualistar rating, Educare Denver earned four of four
possible stars. Qualistar is the state’s current voluntary QRIS.

The Institute at Clayton Early Learning works collaboratively with the Schools to develop new
and effective practices and share them statewide with early childhood professionals and
programs through professional development, teacher preparation, evaluation and quality
improvement activities. This synergistic partnership between the Schools and the Institute offers
a continuous loop linking research, practice and professional development by identifying and
disseminating the most effective, proven methods for preparing young children for success in
school. In 2013, the Institute provided professional development and technical assistance to
more than 450 early care and learning programs and over 2,500 early learning professionals
across the state.

A key element of Clayton’s success is the ability to cultivate both public and private partnerships
and to engage in shared initiatives both locally and statewide that help to enhance the Colorado
approach to high quality early education. These collaborations allow us to extend our proven
and promising practices far beyond the walls of our own programs. In addition, Clayton staff
participate in citywide and statewide coordinating and policy boards where their expertise and
leadership help shape the evolution of early childhood education policy and systems.

Claxton 1arly Lewrning 2807 Mavtin Luther King Blvd, Denver, C0 820205
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We have a longstanding relationship with Colorado Department of Education having partnered
and supported them on several state and federal initiatives. In addition, Clayton Early L.earning
fiscally and programmatically collaborates with Denver Public Schools to effectively serve young
children and ensure successful transitions into K-12. We currently offer state and locally funded
preschool to more than 250 chitdren in our two schools under contract with Denver Public
Schools. We successfully blend and braid this funding with several other federal, state and
private sources to ensure a high quality early learning experience for each child.

We are confident Colorado’s ability to maximize the impact of these federal funds and applaud
the Colorado Department of Education’s dedication to a shared vision of access to high-quality
preschool services for young chitdren with a mixed delivery model approach. Clayton, along with
several state partners, has strongly advocated for the recent and significant investment in its
state preschool program (CPP). Our “centerpiece” is our systems for quality — standards,
ratings, monitoring — that reflect 25 years of work, and align with accreditation standards, best
practices and the latest research. We have solid and tested early learning guidelings that are
anchored in academic standards and Head Start performance outcomes, providing a strong
foundation in the broad/local approach to preschool. We look forward to providing additional
quality preschool programming to Colorado children in partnership with the Colorado
Department of Education through this grant opportunity.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Charlotte M. Brantley
President and CEO
Clayton Early Learning
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EARLY

oo Colorado Head Start Association

October 3, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12" Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern,

The Colorado Head Start Association (CHSA) supports the Colorado Department of Education
and its various subgrantees’ application for Preschool Development Expansion. . As a vocal
champion for Colorado’s most vulnerable children, CHSA recognizes the need and importance
of providing more high quality services for young children in Colorado.

CHSA is an organization made up of directors, staff, families, and community partners
representing Early Head Start and Head Start. Our purpose includes promoting
comprehensive quality services for young children and families to be successful in school and
in life. We view the Preschool Development Expansion as an exciting opportunity to build
upon. the strong foundation that the state of Colorado and the early childhood community has
developed and is continually working to improve.

This effort is an important step in building more full-day programming for children and working
families. Many Head Start programs throughout the state partner with the Colorado Preschool
Program. (CPP) to provide full-day preschool, but we acknowledge that there are many eligible
children not receiving services. This new funding source would allow Colorado to maximize,
current programming and serve more children. In addition, this initiative will strengthen
and/or create partnerships between school districts, Head Start programs and community early
childhood programs to better serve our communities.

Colorado has taken steps over the past several years to increase quality and enhance
comprehensive services for young children. CHSA believes Colorado is in an excellent position
to work with the U.S. Department of Education on this preschool initiative.

Feel free to contact Alberto Torres, President of CHSA, at ATorres2@ccdenver.org or (720)
877-3315 with any questions.

. Sincerely,
O%SA
. CHSA Executive Committee

www.coloheadstart.org
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COLORADO

Department of Human Services

U.5. Department of Educalion
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

Cctober 9, 2014
To Whom It May Cancern:

I am pleased to be writing this letter ta you in support of the Colorado Department of Education and its sub-
grantees’ application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant. Colorado Department of Human Services {CDHS)
is. fully committed to the initiatives outlined in the Colorado Department of Education’s proposal for Preschool
Development Expansion Grant funding.

Colorado’s Office of Early Childhood, housed within CDHS, is dedicated to ensuring that all children, and especially
children with high needs, have a solid start with caring adults who provide learning and development opportunities
in every selting  homes, child care cenlers, and schools. Specific efforts include a umiversal kindergarten
assessment, Early Learning and Development Guidelines (birth 1o 8 years of age), and expanded use of
standardized developmenlal screenings to support early identification and referral.

CDHS and the Office of Early Childhood have a lengstanding relationship with the Colorado Department of
Education, and are currently partnering on federally-funded Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant
initiative. Collaboratively the two Departments are working on preparing effective early learning professionals by
employing a state-of-the-art work force competency ladder, as well as launching Colorado’s Next Generation
Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) for all licensed child care and early learning programs across the
state.

Colorado is uniguely positioned to maximize the impact of federal funding, with a strong focus on improving the
quality of, and access Lo, early childhood services:
= In 2013, the Colorado legislalure passed HB 13-1291 which provides communities across the slate with
funds to increase the gualily of infant and Loddler child care; mcrease slots in high quality ¢hild care for,
low-income families; implements tiered reimbursement for Colorado Child Care Assistance Program
payments; and promates family engagement in a child's school.
= In 2014, the Colorado Legislature passed HB 14-1317 dramatically modifying the Colorado Child Care
Assistance Program. The bill increases families’ access to high quality child care by providing more
flexibility for participation by capping co-pays for families at 100% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) at
no more than 1% of their income: gradually increasing co-pays for families above 100% of FPL; and raising
Lhe state’s eligibility floor from 130% to 165% of FPL..
= Alson 2014, the Colorado invested more Lhanto_ develop a grant program for early care
provides for the purchase of educational materials; coaching and technical assistance to increase provider
guality; and prafessional development.

1575 Sherman Street, Denver, CO 80203 P 303.866.5700 . www.coloradn.gov/CDHS

Inhn W. Hickenlooper, Governor é Regoie Bicha, Executive Director .
PR/Award # 5413815002
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The Colorado Department of Human Services is commitled Lo ensuring the success of stalewide preschool programs
in an effort to continue to improve the early childhood experiences of children and families in Colorado.

As stated above,. we arc in full support of the Colorado Department of Education’s application for the Preschool

Sincerely.

(b)(6)

Development Expansion Grant, and look forward to our continued partnership in casuring that all Colorado children
are prepared for kindergarten and reading proficiently by third grade.

Repgie Bicha

Executive Direclor,

Colorado Department of Human, Scrvices.

1575 Sherman Street, Denver, CO 80203 P 303.866.5700

~ ) e

wwvy.coloradn.gov/ CDHS

Inhn W. Hickenlooper, Governor é Regoie Bicha, Executive Director
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STATE OF COLORADO AV T

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION T - GLO0RADO
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

'@' Department of Education

L).5. Department of Education,
550 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

October 3, 2014
To Whom It May Concern:

It is with great enthusiasm that | write to support the Colorado Department of Education's proposal for
funding through the Preschool Development Expansion Grant. The partners supporting the development
and.implementation of this application are deeply. committed and strategically positioned to create
positive change in early childhood and preschool systems and services in Colorado.

The increased diversity of our state’s student population invites teachers and leaders to collaboratively
construct programs designed to improve outcomes for all students, including our youngest citizens. As.
Colorado’s Educator Preparation Project Manager, | support innovation in educator preparation;.
specifically supporting educator preparation programs in aligning with Colorade Academic Standards,
including the embedded 21 century skills in all ten content areas {Colorade Achievement Plan for Kids,
or. CAP4K, 5.B. 08-212) and educator quality standards and measures of student learning {Great Teachers
and Leaders Act, 5.B. 10-191). In this role, | have worked in collaboration with Institutions of Higher
Education across the state to utilize human-centered design to meet the needs of cur E-12 system. This
includes providing high quality, outcomes-based preparation and continuing professional learning
opportunities to nurture the development of extracrdinary educaters. Additionally, my colleagues at
Colorado Department of Higher Education and Colorado Department of Education are committed to
working collaboratively to ensure that each and every student achieves academic and personal
excellence. This application provides an extracrdinary opportunity for our agencies to collaboratively
lead, inspire, and elevate our profession.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Jennifer Arzberger
Educator Preparation. Project Manager

&3
COLORADO
Deprartment of .
Highes Education o

P 303.866.4190 | F 303.866.4266 | C 720.933.9236
1560 Broadway, Suite 1600, Denver, CO 80202
Jennifer.Arzberger@dhe.state.co.us
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COLORADO

Department of Education

Improvement Planning Unit
201 East Colfax Avenue
Denver, (0 80203-17%9

(J.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street SW.
Washington, DC 20202

October 3, 2014
Te Whom It May Concern:.

[ am writing this letter in full support of the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) and its
various subgrantees' application for Preschool Development Expansion funds. The Colorado
Department of Education and its subgrantees are committed to expanding their support and
resources for Colorado”s youngest and more vulnerable children. The Preschool Development
Grant will assist with these efforts.

As the Director of Family Partnerships at CDE, [ am particularly interested in and impressed
with the Colorado Preschool Program”s (CPP) outreach to families and the community for.
student success.  State legislation outlines family participation in their children”s education,
including invelvement on advisory councils and an annual school district report about family
engagement activities. Other family partnership activities include: home visits, volunteering
opportunities, committee membership and leadership, policy advisory, home activities, family
data nights, and assessment participation. The CPP and its subgrantees recognize that family
engagement is critical for student success and to that end ensure that families have the
resources and information necessary to support their children’s learning..

The Colorado Preschool Program is currently authorized to service 28, 360 at-risk children..
Since its inception in 1988, the CPP has served over 289,000 young children. Funding from
the Preschool Development Grant will increase these numbers and help more at-risk young
children receive a high quality education and accomplish CDE”s four strategic goals: start
strong, read by third grade, meet or exceed standards, and graduate ready. Thank you for
your consideration of the Colorado Department of Education and its subgrantees to receive
funding through the Preschool Development Grant.

Sincerely,

B

Darcy Hutchins, Ph.D. .
Director of Family Partnerships
Colorado Department of Education

o S i
291 East Colfax Avenue, Denver,. €0.80203-1799. P.303.866.6600 T 303.830.0793 ;,: g
Robert K, Hamrmrond, Commrissio~er of Fduration  Keith Qwen Ph.D., Deputy Commissianer | v cde,state,£o,us . :
PR/Award # S419B150022 S .,*_;.3-_'?-
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O COLORADO
_ CHILDREN’S
CAMPAIGN

¥

U.S. Department of Education
550 12t Street SW.
Washington, DC 20202

.To. Whom It May Concern: . . . . . . . October 6, 2014

On behalf of the Colorado Children’s Campaign, thank you for the opportunity. to write in support of
Colorado’s application for a Preschool Expansion Grant. Ensuring children have access to high-quality
preschool experiences is one of our best strategies for addressing gaps in student performance and putting
children on a path te school and life success. . Coloradoe’s application will address challenges of both
increasing access and improving quality and we encourage you to act favorably on it.

Founded in 1985, the Children’'s Campaign is Colorado’s leading statewide, non-profit, non-partisan child
advocacy organization. Over our 29-year history, we have established a successful track record of identifying
policy impediments to and opportunities for child success, researching effective interventions, building
public and policymaker support for solutions and ultimately effecting critical change to improve the lives of
children. We arc backed by a coalition of advocates representing 43 of Colorado’s 64 countics, known as our
“It's About Kids Network,” Through community-based leadership, state policy development, and
coordinated advocacy, we work to support all of Colorado’s children and ensure every child has every chance
to succeed.

We have worked closely with the early childhood community as well as the Colorado. Department of
Education over several decades to improve the quality of children's experiences as young learners. The
Children’s Campaign was proud to help establish Colorade’s publicly-funded pre-K program nearly 25 vears
ago and has been advocating for both quality improvement, and. expansion efforts ever since.. The program.
has grown. from a pilot of 500 children.to now serving cover 20,000 at-risk 3- and 4-year-olds. Over the past,
two legislative sessions, we have worked with legislators and advocates to fund two significant expansions of
the state’s investment in preschool and look forward to continuing that work in the 2015 legislative session.
Colorado’s status as a Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge state, as a national leader in the field of
early childhood policy, and as a model of cross-sector collaboration qualify. us. a place well-positioned to
successfully expand access through this grant opportunity.

We arc committed to work with CDE as a research, policy, and advocacy organization to support the
Preschool Expansion initiative. By connecting thought leaders and state policymakers with the experiences
of communities and the needs of young children, the Children’s Campaign works to advocate for the policies
that will place all of our kids on a path to success.. This expansion opportunity represents the next step for
early learning in the state and builds on our state’s great momentum.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Chris Watney

President and CEQ

Colorado. Children's Campaign.
Chris@coloradokids.org.
(303)620-4529

1580 Lincaln Street  Suite 420  Denver, CO 80203  303.839.1580 303.839.1354 info@coloradokids.org
: PR/Award # 54188150022
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TEMPLE HOYNE BUELL FOUNDATION
October 2, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12" Street SW
Washington, DC 20202

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express our support of the Colorado Department of Education’s (CDE) proposal
for Preschool Development and Expansion Grant funding. We are excited about the potential
opportunity and will continue to encourage the ongoing effort of this group as they work to
improve the early childhood landscape in Colorado.

The Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation has a long history of supporting a comprehensive early
childhood system in Colorado. We are the only funder in Colorado devoted specifically to
improving the education, development, and well-being of Colorado’s youngest citizens (children
zerd 1o five years of age). Over the past 20 years, the Foundation has invested more than
in nenprofit and government agencies in the state, leveraging hundreds of millions of
public and private dollars to support the healthy development and learming of young children. It
is through partnerships with the CDE, and other important stakeholders in this system, that we
have been able to move the state toward improved access, affordability, and quality of preschool
and other early childhood services.

Like CDE, the Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation supports not only quality preschool in the state,
but an effective continuum of education for our young students. As we move into the future, the
Foundation is steadfast in its commitment to support improved quality of early learning and
preschool environments, improved teacher and child interactions, and professional development
for early learning professionals. In addition, the Foundation is currently implementing an
initiative that supports Colorado schools districts’ development of inclusive, effective transitions
programs for students entering kindergarten. Through our work we will be able to enhance the
effect of CDE’s proposal for preschool expansion by facilitating improved quality and common
assessment and language across settings throughout Colorado.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or require further
information.

Sincerely

(b)(6)

Susan J. Steele {_/
Executive Director

1666 S. University Blvd., Suite B, Denver, CO 80230430337/ 1686%s Fax (303) 744-1601 « www.buelifoundation.org
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CONNECTION
Wt COLORADO

Serving People with Disabilifies”
Formerly known as CF of Colorado

October 7, 2014

U.5. Department of Education
550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written and signed is to establish a framewark of collaboration, and to articulate specific
roles and responsibilities for participation with the State of Colorado in its implementation of an
approved Preschool Development Expansion Grant,

As a subgrantee of this initiative, Ability Connection Colorado, Inc. hereby certifies and represents tnat
it:

1) Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colorado Plan indicated in Fxhibit 1.

2) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of the agreed-upon Scepe
of Work;

3} Is famifiar with the State of Colorado/Colorado Department of Education’s Preschocl
Development Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to working on all
applicable portions of the State Plan;

4} Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit | consistent with the budget included in Section VI
of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that using for activities and services that help
achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and Ability Connection Colorada, Inc.

5} Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all applicable Federaf and
State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79,
80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension regulations in 2 CFR Part
3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Fducation in implementing the tasks and activities
described in the State of Colorado’s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application, Ability
Connection Colorado, Inc. will:

1) Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Learning
Providers, and will appropriately manitor such entities;

2) Abide by the State’s budget, included in Section VII} of the State Plan {including the existing
funds from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that is using to achieve the
outcomes in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant Plan} and Ability Connection
Colorado, Inc. with the Ability Connection Colorado, Inc. budget included in Cxhibit Il of this
agreement;

3] Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by
Colorado Department of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”), or by the UL.5.
Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS");

Abifity Connection Catorada is orgonized as o 501{c)3) corporatiﬁ'mm@meﬁ &4&%5% ERR2ERevenue Service. Fadernl Tax identification Number 84-0420225
801 Yosemite Street » Denver, CO 80230  TEL 303-691-5598°"%¥Ax 303-691.0846  www.AbilityConnectionColorado.org



, Inspire. Educate. Empower.

Pat Sanchez
Superintendent

5291 East 60 Ave.
Commerce City, CO 80022

P: 303-289-3940

October 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 i2th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written and signed is to establish a framework of collaboration, and to articulate specific
rotes and responsibilities for participation with the State of Colorado in its implementation of an
approved Preschool Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT hereby certifies and represents that it:

1)
2}

3}

Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colorado Plan indicated in Exhibit |.

Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of the agreed-upon
Scope of Work;

Is familiar with the State of Colorado/Colorado Department of Education’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to working on
all applicable portions of the State Plan;

Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit | consistent with the budget included in Section
Vill of the State Plan {including existing funds, if any, that ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT is using
for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan}; and

Wilt comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and 2!l applicable Federal
and State laws and regulations, including faws and regulations applicable to the Preschool
Davelopment Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77,
79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension regulations in 2 CFR Part
3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities
described in the State of Colorado’s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application, ADAMS 14
SCHOOL DISTRICT will:

1)

2)

3)

Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Learning
Providers, and will appropriately monitor such entities;

Abide by the State’s budget, included in Section Vil of the State Plan (including the existing
funds from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT
is using to achieve the outcomes in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant Plan) and
with the ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT budget included in Exhibit [l of this agreement;

Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored
by Colorado Department of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education {"ED"), or by the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services {"HHS5");

PR/Award & 54138150022
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5)
6)

7)

8)

9)

Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-
proprietary products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the
Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant;

Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;
Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of
the project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or
encountered, consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;

Provide researchers with access, consistent with requirements of all applicable Federal, State,
and local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enroliment and school readiness of
Eligible Children in State Preschool Programs;

Implement culturally and linguistically responsive outreach and communication efforts to
enroll isolated or hard-to-reach families; help families build protective factors; and engage
parents and families as decision-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize local administrative costs; and

10) Partner with LEAS or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out activities that

will provide children and their families with successful transitions from preschool into
kindergarten.

It is understood that the Colorado Department of Education will assist ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT in
implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant
application by:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Supporting and working collaboratively with ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT in carrying out the
agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant funds
designated for ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT in the Plan during the course of the project
period and in accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and
in accordance with Adams 14’s budget, as identified in Exhibit {i;

Praviding feedback on Adams 14’s status updates, any interim reports, and project plans and
products;

Keeping ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT informed of the status of the State of Colorada’s
Preschool Development Expansion Grant project and seek input when relevant to the portion
of the State plan that ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT is implementing;

Facilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary to implement the State Plan;
ldentifying sources of technical assistance for the project; and

Monitoring Adams 14’s Implementation of High-Quality Preschool Programs.

Further, it is understood that ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT and the Colorado Department of
Education will:

1)

2)

Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and
responsibilities outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhibit |;

Each appoint a key contact person for the Preschool Development Expansion Grant, who wili
maintain frequent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation, consistent with
the State Plan and State of Colarado governance structure.

PR/Award & 54138150022 Adams 14 Letter, 2
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3)

5)

6)

7)

Work together to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reports
throughout the grant period;

Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overall goals of the State’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, including when the State Plan requires modifications that
affect ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT or when Adams 14’s Scope of Work requires
modification;

Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschool Programs after the grant period, including any
non-Federal support that the State of Colorado or ADAMS 14 SCHOOL DISTRICT plan to
contribute;

Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional tools, family
engagement, cross-sector and comprehensive services efforts, professional development, and
workforce and leadership development; and

Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschool Programs funded under
the Preschool Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-aged
children including, if applicable, programs and services supported through title | of the
ESEA, part C and section 619 of part B of IDEA, subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the
Head Start Act, and the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act.

It is understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that ADAMS 14 SCHOOL
DISTRICT is not meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not
fulfilling applicable requirements, Colorado Department of Education will initiate a collaborative
process to resolve the disagreement between the State of Colorado and ADAMS 14 SCHOOL
DISTRICT, or otherwise initiate such enforcement measures as are available to the State of Colorado
under applicable State or Federal law.

This letter of agreement shail be effective on the date of its signing and submittal as part of the State
of Colorado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding, and shall end at the
expiration of the Preschool Development Expansion Grant project period,

Respectfully submitted

Pat Sarffciiez
Superintendent

Adams 14 School District
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4)

5)
6)

7)

8)

9)
10

Past to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the Prescheocl
Development Grants—Expansion Grant;

Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS reguests for project information including en the status of
the project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered,
consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;

Provide rescarchers with access, cansistent with requirements of a'l applicable Federal, State,
and local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enrolfment and school readiness of
Eligible Children in State Preschoal Programs:

Implement culturally and linguistically responsive outreach and communication efforts to enroll
isolated or hard-Lo-reach families; help families build protective factors; and engage parents and
families as decision-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize local administrative casts; and

Partner with LEAs or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out activities that
will provide children and their families with successful transitions from preschool into
kindergarten.

It is understood that the Colorado Department of Education will assist Ahility Connection Colorado, Inc.
in implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant
application by:

1

2)

3}
4)
5}

6}
7)

Supporting and working collaboratively with Ability Connection Colorado, Inc. in carrying out
the agreed upon Scope ol Work, as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant funds
designated for Ability Connection Colorado, Inc. in the Plan during the course of the project
pericd and in accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit |, and in
accordance with b Ability Cannection Colarado, Inc.'s budget, as identified in Exhibit II;
Providing feedback on Ability Connection Calorado, Inc .'s status updates, any interim reports,
and project plans and products;

Keeping Ability Connection Colorado, Inc. informed of the status of the State of Colorado’s
Preschool Development Expansion Grant project and scck input when relevant to the portion of
the State plan that Ability Connection Colarado, Inc .is implementing;

Facilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary to implement the State Plan;

Identifying saurces of technical assistance for the project; and

Meonitoring Implementation of Ability Connection Colorado, Inc .'s High-Quality Preschoal
Programs.

Further, it is understood that Ability Connection Colorada, Inc. and the Colorado Department of

Educatiaon will:

1) Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and responsibilities
outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhibit [;

2) Cach appoint 3 key contact person for the Preschool Development [xpansion Grant, who wil
maintain frequent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation, consistent with the
State Plan and State of Colorado gavernance structure,

3} Work togcther to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reporls
throughout the grant period;

4} Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overall goals of the State’s Preschool

DevelopmentExpansion Grant, including when the State Plan requires modifications that affect
Ability Connection Colarado, Inc or when Ability Connection Celorado, Inc.'s Scope of Work

requires maodification;
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5) Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschoal Programs after the grant period, including any
non-Federal support that the State of Colorado or Ability Connection Colorado, Inc. plan to
contribute;

6) Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional tools, family engagement,
cross-sector and comprehensive services efforts, professional development, and workforce and
leadership development; and

7] Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschoo! Programs funded under
the Preschoal Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-aged children
including, if applicable, programs and services supported through title | of the ESEA, part C and
scction 619 of part B of IDEA, subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and
the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act.

It is understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that Ability Connection
Colorado, Inc. is net meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in somc other way not
fulfilling applicable requirements, Colorado Department of Cducation will initiate a collabarative process
to resolve the disagreement between the Statc of Colorado and, Ability Connection Colorado, Inc. or
otherwise initiate such enforcement measures as are availabie to the State of Colorado under applicable
State or Federal law.

This letter of agreement shall be effective on the date of its signing and submittzl as part of the State of
Colorado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding, and shall end at the

expiration of the Prescheol Development Expansion Grant project period.

Respectfully submitted,

(b)(6)

Judith | Ham
President and CEQ
Ability Connection Colorade, Inc.
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October 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street, SW.
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter 1s written and signed is 1o establish a [ramework of collaboration, and to articulate
specific roles and responsibilities for participation with the State of Colorado in its
implementation of an approved Preschool Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, Alamosa School District hereby certifies and represents that it:

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colorado Plan indicated in Exhibit 1.
Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of the agreed-upon
Scope of Work;

[s lamiliar with the State of Colorado/Colorado Department of Education’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to
working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit I consistent with the budget included in
Section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, il any, that Alamosa School
District 1s using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State
Plan); and

Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all applicable
Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the
Preschool Development Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR (34
CFR Parts 75. 77,79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension
regulations 1 2 CFR Part 3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities
described in the State of Colorado’™s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application,
Alamosa School District will:

1y

2)

3)

4)

Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early
Learning Providers, and will appropriately monitor such entities;

Abide by the State’s budget, included 1n Scction VIII of the State Plan (including the
existing funds from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that Alamosa School
District 18 using to achieve the outcomes in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant
Plan) and with the Alamosa School Disirict budget included in Exhibit II of this
agrcecment;

Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or
sponsored by Colorado Department of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education
(“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS™);

Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timcly manner, all non-
proprietary products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under
the Preschool Development Grants  Expansion Grant;
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6)

7).

8)

9)

Participate, as requested, in any cvaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or
HHS:;

Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the
status of the project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or
encountercd, consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;

Provide researchers with access, consistent with requirements ot all applicable Federal,
State, and local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enrollment and school
readiness of Eligible Children in State Preschool Programs;

Implement culturally and linguistically responsive outrcach and communication cfforts to
enroll isolated or hard-to-reach families; help families build protective factors; and
engage parents and families as decision-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize local administrative costs; and

10) Partner with LEAs or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out

activities that will provide children and their families with successful transitions from
preschool into kindergarten.

It is understood that the Colorado Department of Education will assist Alamosa School District
in implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant
application by:

1y

2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

7)

Supporting and working collaboratively with Alamosa School District in carrying out the
agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant
funds designated for Alamosa School District in the Plan during the course of the project
period and 1n accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I,
and in accordance with Alamosa School District’s budget, as identified in Exhibit II;
Providing feedback on Alamosa School District’s status updates, any interim reports, and
project plans and products; .

Keeping Alamosa School District informed of the status of the State of Colorado’s
Preschool Development Expansion Grant project and seek input when relevant to the
portion of the State plan that Alamosa School District is implementing;

Fucilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary. to implement the State Plan;
Identifying sources of technical assistance for the project; and

Monitoring Alamosa School District’s Implementation of High-Quality Preschool
Programs.

Further, it 1s understood that Alamosa School District and the Colorado Department of Education

will:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and
responsibilitics outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhibit [;
Each appoint a key contact person for the Preschool Development Expansion Grant, who
will maintain frequent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation,
consistent with the Statc Plan and State of Colorado governance structure.

Work together to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reports
throughout the grant period;

Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overall goals of the State’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, including when the State Plan requires modifications that
affect Alamosa School District, or when Alamosa School District’s Scope of Work
requires modification;
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5) Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschool Programs after the grant period,
including any non-Federal support that the State of Colorado or Alamosa School District
plan to contribute;

6) Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional tools, family
cngagement, cross-scctor and comprchensive services efforts, professional development,
and workforce and leadership development; and

7) Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschool Programs funded
under the Preschool Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-
aged children including, if applicable, programs and services supported through title 1 of
the ESEA, part C and section 619 of part B of IDEA, subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-
Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act.

It 1s understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that Alamosa School
District is not meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not
tulfilling applicable requirements, Colorado Department of Education will initiate 4 collaborative
process to resolve the disagreement between the State of Colorado and Alamosa School District,
or otherwise initiate such enforcement measures as are available to the State of Colorado under
applicable State or Federal law.

This letter of agreement shall be effective on the date of its signing and submittal as part of the
State of Colorado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding, and shall

end at the expiration of the Preschool Development Expansion Grant project period.

Respectfully submitted,
’ f%f/mwmwg_

Carrie Zimmerman
Assistant Superintendent
Alamosa School District
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*/, Boulder Valley
School District

Ociober 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written and signed is to establish a framework of collaboration, and to articulate specific
roles and respeonsibilities for participation with the State of Colorado in its implementation of an
approved Preschool Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, Boulder Valley School District hereby certifies and represents that it;

1}
2)
3)

4)

5)

Agrees to implement those partions of the State of Colorado Plan indicated in Exhibit 1.

Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of the agreed-upon Scope
of Wark;

Is familiar with the State of Colorado/Colorado Department of Education’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to working an all
applicable portions of the State Plan;

Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit | consistent with the budget included in Section VI
of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that Boulder Valley School District is using for
activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all applicable Federal and
State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79,
80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension regulations in 2 CFR Part
3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities
described in the State of Colorado’s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application, Boulder Valley
School District will:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Learning
Providers, and will appropriately monitor such entities;

Abide hy the State’s budget, included in Section VIl of the State Plan (including the existing
funds from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that Boulder Valley School District is
using to achieve the outcomes in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant Plan) and with
the Boulder Valley School District budget included in Exhibit Il of this agreement;

Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by
Colorado Department of Education, by the U.5. Department of Education {“ED”), or by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS");

Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the Preschool
Development Grants—Expansion Grant;

Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;
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6)

7}

8}

9)

Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of
the project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered,
consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;

Provide researchers with access, consistent with requirements of all applicable Federal, State,
and local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enrollment and school readiness of
Eligible Children in State Preschool Programs;

Implement culturally and linguistically responsive outreach and communication efforts to enroli
isolated or hard-to-reach families; help families build protective factors; and engage parents and
families as decision-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize local administrative costs; and

10) Partner with LEAs or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out activities that

will provide children and their families with successful transitions from preschool into
kindergarten.

it is understocd that the Colorado Department of Education will assist Boulder Valley School District in
implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschoo! Development Expansion Grant
application by:

1)

2)

3)
4)
5)

6)
7)

Supporting and working collaboratively with Boulder Valley School District in carrying out the
agreed upon Scope of Worlg, as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant funds
designated for Boulder Valley School District in the Plan during the course of the project period
and in accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in
accordance with Boulder Valley School District’s budget, as identified in Exhibit 11;

Providing feedback on Boulder Valley School District’s status updates, any interim reports, and
project plans and products;

Keeping Boulder Valley School District informed of the status of the State of Colorado’s
Preschool Development Expansion Grant project and seek input when relevant to the portion of
the State plan that Boulder Valley School District is implementing;

Facilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary to implement the State Plan;

Identifying sources of technical assistance for the project; and

Monitoring Boulder Valley School District’s Implementation of High-Quality Preschool
Programs.

Further, it is understood that Boulder Valley School District and the Colorado Department of Education

will:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and responsibilities
outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhibit [;

Each appoint a key contact person for the Preschool Development Expansion Grant, who will
maintain frequent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation, consistent with the
State Plan and State of Colorado governance structure,

Work together to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reports
throughout the grant period;

Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overall goais of the State’s Preschool Development
Expansion Grant, including when the State Plan requires modifications that affect Boulder
Valley School District, or when Boulder Valley School District’s Scope of Work requires
modification;

Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschool Programs after the grant period, including any
non-Federal support that the State of Colorado or Boulder Valley School District plan to
contribute;
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6) Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional tools, family engagement,
cross-sector and comprehensive services efforts, professional development, and workforce and
leadership development; and

7) Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschool Programs funded under
the Preschoel Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-aged children
including, if applicable, programs and services supported through title | of the ESEA, part C and
section 619 of part B of IDEA, subtitlte VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and
the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act.

It is understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that Boulder Valley School
District is not meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling
applicable requiremenis, Colorado Department of Education will initiate a collaborative process to
resolve the disagreement between the State of Colorado and Boulder Valley School District, or
otherwise initiate such enforcement measures as are available to the State of Colorado under applicable
State or Federal law.

This ietter of agreement shall be effective on the date of its signing and submittal as part of the State of
Colorado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding, and shall end at the
expiration of the Preschoal Development Expansion Grant project period.

Respectfully submitted,

A 34,{2&4,\_/

Bruce Messinger, Ph.D
Superintendent

Boulder Valley School District
6500 Arapahoe Road
Boulder, Colorado 80303
720-561-5077
Kimberly.bloemen@bvsd.org
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October 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street. SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written and signed is to establish a framework of collaboration, and to articulate
specific roles and responsibilities for participation with the State of Colorado in its
tmplementation of an approved Preschool Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, Bright Futures hereby certifics and represents thai it:

1)
2)

3)

4)

Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colorado Plan indicated in Exhibit 1.
Has all requisite power and authority to cxecute and fulfill the terms of the agreed-upon
Scope of Work;

Is familiar with the State of Colorado/Colorado Department of Education’s Preschool
Development Lxpansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to
working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit 1 consistent with the budget included in
Section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that Bright Futures is
using for activities and scrvices that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and
Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all applicable
Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the
Preschool Development Expansion Grant, and the appiicable provisions of EDGAR (34
CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82. 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension
regutations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities
described in the State of Colorado’s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application, Bright
Futures will:

b

4)

)

Make arrangements for Iligh-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early
Learning Providers, and will appropriately monitor such entities;

Abide by the State’s budget, included in Section VI of the State Plan (including the
cxisting funds from Federal, State, private, and local sources, it any, that Bright Futurcs
1s using to achieve the outcomes in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant Plan)
and with the Bright Futures budget included in Exhibit II of this agreement;

Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or
sponsored by Colorado Pepartment of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education
(“ED”). or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services {(“HTIS™);

Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED. or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-
proprietary products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under
the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant;

Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or
HHS;
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6)

7)

8)

9

Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the
status of the project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or
encountered, consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;

Provide researchers with access, consistent with requirements of all applicable Federal,
State, and local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enrollment and school
readiness of Eligible Children in State Preschool Programs;

Implement culturally and linguistically responsive ouireach and communication efforts to
enroll isolated or hard-to-rcach families; help f{amilies build protective factors; and
engage parents and familics as decision-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize local administrative costs; and

10) Partner with LEAs or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out

activities that will provide children and their families with successful transitions from
preschool into kindergarten.

It is understood that the Colorado Department of Education will assist Bright Futures in
implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant
application by:

Ly

2)

3)

4

S)
6}
7)

Supperting and working collaboratively with Bright Futures in carrying out the agreed
upon Scope of Work, as identified in EExhibit I of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant
funds designated for Bright Futures in the Plan during the course of the project period
and in accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in
accordance with Bright Futures budget, as identified in Exhibit 11;

Providing feedback on BELA, RE-1J Head Start Childhood Centers, Prime Time and
Telluride Early Childhood Center’s status updates, any interim reports, and project plans
and products;

Keeping Bright Tutures  inlormed of the status of the State of Colorado’s Preschool
Development Expansion (rant project and seek input when relevant to the portion of the
State plan that Bright Futures 1s implementing;

Facilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary to implement the State Plan:
Identifying sources of technical assistance for the project; and

Monitoring BELA, RE-1J Head Start Childhood Centers, Prime Time and Telluride
Early Childhood Center’s Implementation of High-Quality Preschool Programs.

Further, it is understood that Bright Futures and the Colorado Department of Education will:

Ly
2)

Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and
responsibilities outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhibit I:
Each appoint a key contact person for the Preschool Development Expansion Grant, who
will maintain {requent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation,
consistent with the State Plan and State of Colorado governance structure.

Work together to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reports
throughout the grant pertod;

Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overalt goals of the State’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, including when the State Plan requires modifications that
affect Bright Futures, or when BELA, RE-1J Head Start Childhood Centers, Prime Time
and Telluride Early Childhood Center’s Scope of Work requires modification;

Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschool Programs after the grant period,
including any non-Federal support that the State of Colorado or Bright Futures plan to
contribute;
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6) Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional tools, family
cngagement, cross-sector and comprehensive services efforts. professional development,
and workforce and leadership development; and

7) Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschool Programs funded
under the Preschool Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-
aged children including, if applicable, programs and services supported through title T of
the ESEA, part C and section 619 of part B of IDEA, subtitle VIi-B of the McKinney-
Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act.

It is understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that Bright Futures is
not meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling
applicable requirements, Colorado Department of Education will initiate a collaborative process
to resolve the disagreement between the State of Colorado and Bright Futures, or otherwise
initiate such enforcement mcasures as are available to the State of Colorado under applicable
State or Federal law.

This letter of agreement shall be effective on the date of its signing and submittal as part of the
State of Colorado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant [unding, and shall
end at the expiration of the Preschool Development Fxpansion Grant project period.

Respectfully submitted,
(b)(8)

Kathleen Merritt
Fxecutive Director
Bright Futures
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Administration Boord of Education

Brush School District

Dr. Michelle Johnstone i x
Superintendent Re - 2 (J ) M?chZ.:T I:ficxon
Jerey Osborn . Marga Mesch
School Business Officer P.O. Box 585 - 527 Industrial Park Road ;:ud M;:re:sen
ratman
Tracy Amen, PHR BPUSh, co 80723 .I:::n Trujillo
HR Specialist/Exeautive Asst Telephone (970)842-5176 Fax (970)842-4481 Warren Walker

www.brushschools.org

October 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written and signed is to establish a framewaork of collaboration, and to articulate specific roles and
responsibilities for participation with the State of Colorado in its implementation of an approved Preschool
Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, Brush School District hereby certifies and represents that it:

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colerado Plan indicated in Exhibit I.

Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of the agreed-upon Scope of
Work;

Is familiar with the State of Colorado/Colorade Department of Education’s Preschool Development
Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions
of the State Plan;

Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit [ consistent with the budget included in Section VIII of the
State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that Brush School District is using for activities and services
that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all applicable Federal and State
laws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Preschool Development
Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97,
98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities described in
the State of Colorado’s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application, Brush School District will:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

7)

Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Learning Providers,
and will appropriately monitor such entities;

Abide by the State’s budget, included in Section V111 of the State Plan (including the existing funds from
Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that Brush Scheol District is using te achieve the
outcomes in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant Plan) and with the Brush School District
budget included in Exhibit Il of this agreement;

Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by
Colorade Department of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education ("ED"), or by the 1.5
Department of Health and Human Services ("HHS");

Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the Preschool
Development Grants—Expansion Grant;

Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent
with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;

Provide researchers with access, consistent with requirements of all applicable Federal, State, and local

%fy @ (éfmzwe it ot wtarlet, . decens - @' Merctent
- PR/Award & S418B150022

Page e152



8)

9)

privacy laws, to available data regarding the enrollment and school readiness of Eligible Children in
State Preschool Programs;

Implement culturally and linguistically responsive outreach and communication efforts to enroll
isolated or hard-to-reach families; help families build protective factors; and engage parents and
families as deciston-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize local administrative costs; and

10) Partner with LEAs or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out activities that will

provide children and their families with successful transitions from preschool into kindergarten.

It is understood that the Colorado Department of Education will assist Brush School District in implementing
its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant application by:

1)

2)

3)
4)
5}

6}
7}

Supporting and working collaboratively with Brush School District in carrying out the agreed upon
Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant funds
designated for Brush School District in the Plan during the course of the project period and in
accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit 1, and in accordance with
Brush School Distict budget, as identified in Exhibit 1I;

Providing feedback on Brush School District status updates, any interim reports, and project plans and
products;

Keeping Brush School District informed of the status of the State of Colorado’s Preschool Development
Expansion Grant project and seek input when relevant to the portion of the State plan that Brush
School District is implementing;

Facilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary to implement the State Plan;

Identifying sources of technical assistance for the project; and

Monitoring Brush School Districts’ Implementation of High-Quality Preschool Programs.

Further, it is understood that Brush School District and the Colorado Department of Education will:

1)
2)

3)

1)

5)

6)

7)

Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and responsibilities
outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhibit I;

Each appoint a key contact person for the Preschool Development Expansion Grant, who will maintain
frequent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation, consistent with the State Plan and
State of Colorado governance structure.

Work together to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reports throughout
the grant period;

Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overall goals of the State’s Preschool Development
Expansion Grant, including when the State Plan requires modifications that affect Brush School
District, or when Brush School Districts’ Scope of Work requires modification;

Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschocl Programs after the grant period, including any non-
Federal support that the State of Colorado or Brush School District plan to contribute;

Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional tools, family engagement, cross-
sector and comprehensive services efforts, professional development, and workforce and leadership
development; and

Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschool Programs funded under the
Preschool Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-aged children including,
if applicable, programs and services supported through title | of the ESEA, part C and section 619 of
part B of IDEA, subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act.

It is understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that Brush School District is not
meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable
requirements, Colorado Department of Education will initiate a collaborative process to resolve the
disagreement between the State of Colorado and Brush School District, or otherwise initiate such enforcement
measures as are available to the State of Colorado under applicable State or Federal law.

This letter of agreement shall be effective on the date of its signing and submittal as part of the State of
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Colerado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding, and shall end at the expiration of
the Preschool Development Expansion Grant project period.

Respectfully submitted,

s 1 AT

Dr. Michelle John e
Superintendent
Brush School District
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Qctober 7, 2014

U.5. Department of Education
550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written and signed is to establish a framework of collaboration, and to articulate specific
roles and responsibilities for participation with the State of Colorado in its implementation of an
approved Preschoo! Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, Canon City Schools hereby certifies and represents that it:

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colorado Plan indicated in Exhibit 1.

Has all requisite power and autherity to execute and fulfill the terms of the agreed-upon Scope
of Work;

Is familiar with the State of Colorado/Colorado Department of Education’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to working on all
applicable portions of the State Plan;

will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit | consistent with the budget included in Section VIl
of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that Canon City Schools is using for activities
and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all applicable Federal and
State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR {34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79,
80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99}, and the debarment and suspension regulations in 2 CFR Part
3485.

in working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities
described in the State of Colorado’s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application, Canon City
Schools will:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Learning
Providers, and will appropriately monitor such entities;

Abide by the State’s budget, included in Section VIII of the State Plan {including the existing
funds from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that Canon City Schools is using to
achieve the outcomes in the Preschoo! Development Expansion Grant Pian} and with the Canon
City Schools budget included in Exhibit || of this agreement;

Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by
Colorado Department of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education {"ED"), or by the U.5.
Department of Health and Human Services ("HHS”};

Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the Preschool
Development Grants—Expansion Grant;

Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of
the project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered,
consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;
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7)

8)

9)
10)

Provide researchers with access, consistent with requirements of all applicable Federal, State,
and local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enrollment and school readiness of
Eligible Children in State Preschool Programs;

Implement culturally and linguisticaily responsive outreach and communication efforts to enroll
isolated or hard-to-reach families; help families build protective factors; and engage parents and
families as decision-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize local administrative costs; and

Partner with LEAs or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out activities that
will provide children and their families with successful transitions from preschool into
kindergarten.

It is understood that the Colorado Department of Education will assist Canon City Schools in
implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant

applicat
1)

2)

3)
4)
5)
6)

7)

Further,
1)

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

ion by:

Supporting and working collaboratively with Canon City Schools in carrying out the agreed upon
Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant funds
designated for Canon City Schools in the Plan during the course of the project peried and in
accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit |, and in accordance
with Cancn City Schools budget, as identified in Exhibit I1;

Providing feedback on Canon City Schools status updates, any interim reports, and project plans
and products;

Keeping Canon City Schools informed of the status of the State of Colorado’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant project and seek input when refevant to the portion of the State
plan that Canon City Schools is implementing;

Facilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary to implement the State Plan;

Identifying sources of technical assistance for the project; and

Manitoring Canen City Scheols Implementation of High-Quality Preschool Programs,

it is understeod that CANON CITY SCHOOLS and the Colorado Department of Education will:
Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and responsibilities
outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhibit I;

Each appoint a key contact person for the Preschool Development Expansion Grant, who will
maintain freguent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation, consistent with the
State Plan and State of Colerado governance structure.

Work together to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reports
throughout the grant period;

Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overall goals of the State’s Preschool Development
Expansion Grant, including when the State Plan requires modifications that affect CANON CITY
SCHOOLS, or when CANON CITY SCHOOLS'S Scope of Work requires modification;

Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschool Programs after the grant period, including any
non-Federal support that the State of Colorado or CANON CITY SCHOOLS plan to contribute;
Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional tocls, family engagement,
cross-sector and comprehensive services efforts, professional development, and workforce and
leadership development; and

Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschool Programs funded under
the Preschool Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-aged children
including, if applicable, programs and services supported through title I of the ESEA, part C and
section 619 of part B of IDEA, subtitle VIi-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and
the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act,
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It is understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that CANON CITY SCHOOLS is
not meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling
applicable requirements, Colorado Department of Education will initiate a collaborative process to
resolve the disagreement between the State of Colorado and CANON CITY SCHOOLS, or otherwise
initiate such enforcement measures as are available to the State of Colorado under applicable State or
Federal law.

This letter of agreement shall be effective on the date of its signing and submittal as part of the State of
Colorado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding, and shall end at the
expiration of the Preschool Development Expansion Grant project period.

Respectfully submitted,

NAME: Robin Gooldy ‘
TITLE; Superintendent
CANON CITY SCHOOLS
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October 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom it May Concern:

This letter is written and signed to establish a framework of collaboration and to articulate specific roles
and responsibilities for participation with the State of Colorado in its implementation of an approved
Preschool Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, Catholic Charities hereby certifies and represents that it:

1) Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colorado Pian indicated in Exhibit 1.

2) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfitl the terms of the agreed-upon Scope
of Work;

3) Is familiar with the State of Colorado/Colorado Department of Education’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to working on all
applicable portions of the State Plan;

4] Wwill implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit | consistent with the budget included in Section VIII
of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that Catholic Charities is using for activities and
services that heip achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

5) Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all applicable Federai and
State faws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79,
80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension regulations in 2 CFR Part
3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities
described in the State of Colorado’s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application, Catholic
Charities will;

1} Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Learning
Providers, and will appropriately monitor such entities;

2) Abide by the State’s budget, included in Section VIII of the State Plan (including the existing
funds from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that Catholic Charities is using to
achieve the outcomes in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant Plan) and with the
Catholic Charities budget included in Exhibit |l of this agreement;

3) Actively participate in al relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by
Colorado Department of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”), or by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services ("HHS");

4) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the Preschool
Development Grants—Expansion Grant;
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7)

8)

9)
10)

Participate, as reguested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of
the project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered,
consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;

Provide researchers with access, consistent with reguirements of all applicable Federal, State,
and local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enroliment and school readiness of
Eligible Children in State Preschool Programs;

Implement culturally and linguistically responsive outreach and communication efforts to enroll
isolated or hard-to-reach families; help families build protective factors; and engage parents and
families as decision-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize locai administrative costs; and

Partner with LEAs or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out activities that
will provide children and their families with successful transitions from preschool into

kindergasten.

It is understood that the Colorado Department of Education will assist Catholic Charities in
implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant
application by:

1)

2)

3)
4)
5)

6)
7)

Suppoerting and working collaboratively with Cathoiic Charities in carrying out the agreed upon
Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant funds
designated for Catholic Charities in the Plan during the course of the project period and in
accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Wark, as identified in Exhibit |, and in accordance
with Catholic Charities’ budget, as identified in Exhibit il;

Providing feedback on Catholic Charities’ status updates, any interim reports, and project plans
and products;

Keeping Catholic Charities informed of the status of the State of Colorado’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant project and seek input when relevant to the portion of the State
plan that Catholic Charities is implementing;

Facilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary to implement the State Plan;

Identifying sources of technical assistance for the project; and

Monitoring Catholic Charities’ Implementation of High-Quality Preschool Programs.

Further, it is understood that Catholic Charities and the Colorado Department of Education will:

1)

2j

3)

4)

5)

Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and responsibilities
outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhihit |;

Each appoint a key contact person for the Preschool Development Expansion Grant, who will
maintain frequent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation, consistent with the
State Plan and State of Colorado governance structure.

Work together to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reports
throughout the grant period;

Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overall goals of the State’s Preschoo! Development
Expansion Grant, including when the State Plan requires maodifications that affect Catholic
Charities, or when Catholic Charities’ Scope of Work requires modification;

Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschocl Programs after the grant period, including any
non-Federal support that the State of Colorado or Catholic Charities plan to contribute;
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6) Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional tools, family engagement,
cross-sector and comprehensive services efforts, professional development, and workforce and
leadership development; and

7) Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschool Programs funded under
the Preschool Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-aged children
including, if applicable, programs and services supported through title | of the ESEA, part C and
sectiocn 618 of part B of IDEA, subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and
the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act.

[t is understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that Catholic Charities is not
meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable
requirements, Colorado Department of Education will initiate a collaborative process to rescive the
disagreement between the State of Colorado and Catholic Charities, or otherwise initiate such
enforcement measures as are available to the State of Colorado under applicable State or Federal law,

This letter of agreement shall be effective on the date of its signing and submittal as part of the State of
Colerado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding, and shall end at the
expiration of the Preschool Development Expansion Grant project period.

_e®
Respéctfully submitted

(b)(6)

Larry Smith
President and CEO
Catholic Charities and Community Services of the Archdiccese of Denver
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October 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written and signed is to establish a framewaork of collaboration, and to articulate specific
roles and respensibilities for participation with the State of Colorade in its implementation of an
approved Preschool Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, Center Consolidated School District hereby certifies and represents

that it:
1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colorado Plan indicated in Exhibit I,

Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of the agreed-upon Scope
of Wark;

Is familiar with the State of Colorado/Colorade Department of Education’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to working on all
applicable portions of the State Plan;

Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit | consistent with the budget included in Section VI
of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that Center Consolidated School District is
using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all applicable Federal and
State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR {34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79,
B0, 82, 84, Bh, 97, 98 and 99}, and the debarment and suspension regulations in 2 CFR Part
3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities
described in the State of Colorado’'s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application, Center
Consolidated School District will:

1)

2)

4)

5)

Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Learning
Providers, and will appropriately monitor such entities;

Ahide by the State’s budget, included in Section VIII of the State Plan {including the existing
funds from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that Center Consolidated School
District is using to achieve the cutcomes in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant Plan)
and with the Center Consolidated School District budget included in Exhibit Il of this agreement;
Actively participate in all relevant meetings or cther events that are crganized or sponsored by
Colorado Department of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education {“ED”), or by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS");

Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the Preschool
Cevelepment Grants—Expansion Grant;

Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;
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&) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of
the project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered,
consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;

7) Provide researchers with access, consistent with requirements of all applicable Federal, State,
and local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enrollment and school readiness of
Eligible Children in State Preschool Programs;

8) Implement culturally and linguistically responsive cutreach and communication efforts to enroll
isclated ar hard-to-reach families; help families build protective factors; and engage parents and
families as decision-makers in their chitldren’s education;

9) Minimize local administrative costs; and

10) Partner with LEAs or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out activities that
will provide children and their families with successful transitions from preschool intc
kindergarten.

It is understood that the Colorado Department of Education will assist Center Consolidated School
Disterict in implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion
Grant application by:

1) Supporting and working collabaratively with Center Consolidated School District in carrying out
the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;

2} Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant funds
designated for Center Consolidated Schoaol District in the Plan during the course of the project
period and in accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Wark, as identified in Exhibit I, and in
accordance with Center Consolidated School District’s budget, as identified in Exhibit II;

3) Providing feedback on Center Consolidated Schocl District’s status updates, any interim reports,
and project plans and products;

4] Keeping Center Consalidated Schoel District informed of the status of the State of Colorado’s
Preschool Development Expansion Grant project and seek input when relevant to the portion of
the State plan that Center Consclidated School District is implementing;

5) Facilitating cocrdination across subgrantees necessary to implement the State Plan;

6) Identifying sources of technical assistance for the preject; and

7} Monitoring Center Consolidated School District’s imglementation of High-Quality Preschool
Programs.

Further, it is understood that Center Consolidated School District and the Colorado Bepartment of
Education will:

1) Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and responsibilities
outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhibit I

2) Each appoint a key contact person for the Preschool Development Expansion Grant, who will
maintain frequent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation, consistent with the
State Plan and State of Colorado governance structure.

3} Work together to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reports
throughout the grant pericd;

4) Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overall goals of the State’s Preschool Development
Expansion Grant, including when the State Plan requires modifications that affect Center
Consolidated School District, or when Center Consolidated Schoal District’s Scope of Work
requires medification;

5) Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschool Programs after the grant peried, including any
non-Federal suppart that the State of Colorado or Center Consalidated School District plan to
contribute;
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6) Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional tools, family engagement,
cross-sector and comprehensive services efforts, professional development, and workforce and
leadership development; and

7) Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschool Programs funded under the
Preschool Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-aged children
ncluding, if applicable, programs and services supported through title | of the ESEA, part C and
section 619 of part B of IDEA, subtitle VIi-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and
the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act.

It is understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that Center Consolidated
School District is not meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not
fulfilling applicable requirements, Colorado Department of Education will initiate a collaborative process
to resolve the disagreement between the State of Colorado and Center Consolidated School District, or
otherwise initiate such enforcement measures as are available to the State of Colorade under applicable
State or Federal law.

This letter of agreement shall be effective on the date of its signing and submittal as part of the State of
Colorado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding, and shall end at the
expiration of the Preschool Development Expansion Grant project period.

Respectfully submitted,

AN

George Welsh
Superintendent of Schools
Center Consolidated School District
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Qctoher 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom it May Concern:

This letter is written and signed is to establish a framework of collaboration, and to articulate specific roles
and responsibitities for participation with the State of Colorado in its implementation of an approved
Preschool Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING hereby certifies and represents that it:

1}
2)
3)

4)

5)

Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colorado Plan indicated in Exhibit 1.

Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfilt the terms of the agreed-upon Scope of
Work;

Is familiar with the State of Colorado/Cotorado Department of Education’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to working on all
applicable portions of the State Plan;

Wil implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit | consistent with the budget included in Section Vili
of the State Plan {including existing funds, if any, that CLAYTON EARLY LEARING is using for
activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

Will comply with alf of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all appticable Federal and
State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR {34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79,
80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99}, and the debarment and suspension regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities described
in the State of Colorado’s Preschool Development Expansion Grant application, CLAYTON EARLY
LEARNING will:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Farly Learning
Providers, and will appropriately monitor such entities;

Abide by the State’s budget, included in Section VIl of the State Pian (including the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING is using to
achieve the outcomes in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant Plan) and with the
CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING budget included in Exhibit Il of this agreement;

Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by
Colorado Department of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education {"ED"), or by the L1.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”);

Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned devejoped using Federal funds awarded under the Preschool
DevelopmentGramdalxpbansivg GiahHartin Luther King Blvd, Deaver, CO 80205
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5)
6}

7)

8)

9)
10)

Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, £D, or HHS;

Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered,
consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;

Provide researchers with access, consistent with requirements of all applicable Federal, State, and
local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enrollment and school readiness of Eligible
Children in State Preschool Programs;

Implement culturally and linguistically responsive outreach and communication efforts to enroli
isofated or hard-to-reach families; help families build protective factors; and engage parents and
families as decision-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize local administrative costs; and

Partner with LEAs or other Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out activities that will
provide children and their families with successful transitions from preschoaol into kindargarten.

It is understood that the Celorado Department of Education witl assist CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING in
implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant application

by:
1)

2)

4)

5)
6)
7)

Further,
1)

2)

3)

4)

6)

Supporting and working collaboratively with CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING in carrying out the
agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschool Development Expansion Grant funds
designated for CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING in the Plan during the course of the project periocd and
in accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance
with CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING’S budget, as identified in Exhibit i;

Providing feedback on CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING’S status updates, any interim reports, and
project plans and products;

Keeping CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING informed of the status of the State of Colorado’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant project and seek input when relevant to the portion of the State
pfan that CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING is implementing;

Facilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary to implement the State Plan;

Identifying sources of technical assistance for the project; and

Monitoring CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING’S Implementation of High-Quality Preschool Programs.

it is understood that CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING and the Colorado Department of Education will;
Jointly implement the State Plan consistent with the description of the roles and responsibilities
outlined in the State’s application and in the Scope of Work in Exhibit |;

Each appoint a key contact person for the Preschool Development Expansion Grant, who will
maintain freguent communication with each other to facilitate cooperation, consistent with the
State Plan and State of Colorado governance structure,

Work together to determine appropriate timelines for project updates and status reporis
throughout the grant period;

Negotiate in good faith toward achieving the overall goals of the State’s Preschool Development
Expansion Grant, inciuding when the State Plan requires modifications that affect CLAYTON
EARLY LEARNING, or when CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING’S Scope of Work reguires modification;
Devise plans to sustain High-Quality Preschool Programs after the grant period, including any
non-Federal support that the State of Colorado or CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING'S plan to
contribute;

Coordinate plans related to assessments, data sharing, instructional toois, family engagement,
cross-sector and comprehensive services efforts, professional development, and workforce and
leadership development; and
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7} Coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of High-Quality Preschoc! Programs funded under the
Preschool Development Expansion Grant with existing services for preschool-aged children
including, if applicable, programs and services supported through title | of the ESEA, part C and
section 619 of part B of IDEA, subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and
the Child Care and Development Biock Grant Act.

it is understood that if the Colorado Department of Education determines that CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING
is not meeting its goals, timelines, budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling
applicable requirements, Coiorado Department of Education will initiate a collaborative process to resolve
the disagreement between the State of Colorado and CLAYTON EARLY LEARNING, or otherwise initiate
such enforcement measures as are available to the State of Colorado under applicable State or Federal
law.

This letter of agreement shall be effective on the date of its signing and submittal as part of the State of
Colorado’s application for Preschool Development Expansion Grant funding, and shall end at the
expiration of the Preschool Development Expansion Grant project period.

Respectfully submitted,
(b)(6)

Charlotte M. Brantley
President and CEQ
Clayton Early Learning
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Qctober 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4260

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written and signed is to establish a framework of collahoration, and to articulate specific roles
and responsibilities for participation with the State of Colorado in its implementation of an approved
Preschool Development Expansion Grant.

As a subgrantee of this initiative, South Conejos Preschool hereby certifies and represents that it:

1)
2)
3)

4)

5)

Agrees to implement those portions of the State of Colorado Plan indicated in Exhibit 1.

Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of the agreed-upon Scope of
Work;

Is familiar with the State of Colorado/Colorade Department of Education’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant application and is supportive of and committed to working on all
applicable portions of the State Plan;

Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit | consistent with the budget included in Section VIII
of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that, South Conejos Preschool is using for
activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan}; and

Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grant and all applicable Federal and
State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Preschool
Development Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisicns of EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79,
80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

In working with the Colorado Department of Education in implementing the tasks and activities described
in the State of Colorado’s Preschoo! Development Expansion Grant application, AGENCY NAME will:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Learning
Providers, and will appropriately monitor such entities;

Abide by the State’s budget, included in Section VIl of the State Plan (including the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that , South Conejos Preschooi is using to
achieve the outcomes in the Preschoo! Development Expansion Grant Plan) and with the, South
Conejos Preschool budget included in Exhibit !l of this agreement;

Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by
Colorado Department of Education, by the U.S. Department of Education ("ED"), or by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS");

Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, ail non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the Preschool
Development Grants—Expansion Grant;

Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, £D, or HHS;

Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered,
consistent with applicable local, State, and Federal privacy laws;
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8)

9)
10)

Provide researchers with access, consistent with requirements of all applicable Federal, State, and
local privacy laws, to available data regarding the enrollment and school readiness of Eligible
Children in State Preschool Programs;

Implement culturally and linguisticaily responsive outreach and communication efforts to enroll
isolated or hard-to-reach families; help families build protective factors; and engage parents and
families as decision-makers in their children’s education;

Minimize local administrative costs; and

Partner with LEAs or ather Early Learning Providers, as appropriate, to carry out activities that will
provide children and their families with successful transitions from preschool into kindergarten.

It is understood that the Colorado Department of Education will assist, South Conejos Preschool in
implementing its tasks and activities described in the Preschool Development Expansion Grant application

by:
1)

2)

3}
4)
5)
6)
7)

Further,
1}

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Supporting and working collaboratively with , South Conejos Preschool in carrying out the agreed
upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;

Awarding in a timely manner the portion of Preschoo! Development Expansion Grant funds
designated for , South Conejos Preschool in the Plan during the course of the project period and
in accordance with the agreed upon Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit |, and in accordance
with , South Conejos Preschool budget, as identified in Exhibit I};

Providing feedback on , South Cenejos Preschool status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

Keeping , South Conejos Preschool informed of the status of the State of Colorado’s Preschool
Development Expansion Grant project and seek input when relevant to the portion of the State
plan that , South Conejos Preschool is implementing;

Facilitating coordination across subgrantees necessary 10 implement the State Plan;

Identifying sources of technical assistance for the project; and

Monitoring, South Conejos Preschool Implementation of High-Quality Preschool Programs.

it is understood that, South Conejos Preschoo! and the Colorado Department of Education will:
Jointly implement the State Plan congistent with the description of the roles and responsibilities
outlined in the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>